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Chriſtian's Manual. 
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In Two PARTS. 


I. The CartecnuvMEN: Or, An 
Account given by the Young Perſon 
of his Knowledge in Religion, before 
his Admiſſion to the Lord's Supper, as 
a Ground-work for his right under- 
ſtanding the SACRAMEN T. | 

IT An InTxoDpucTIoN tothe | 
SACRAMENT: Or, A ſhort, fafe,|' 
and plain Way to the Communion- 
Table; being an InſtruRion- for the 


worthy Receiving the Lord's Supper. | | 
To which 15 added, 


The Communicant's Afiſtane 3 being 
Devotions to that purpoſe ; fitted to 
be uſed before, at, and after the Re- 
ceiving the Bleſſed Sacrament. Col- 
leted for, and familiarly addreſied 

* toevery particular Communicanr. 


| | By L, ADDISON, D.D. Dean of Lirchfield. | 
| The Fourth Edition. - 
London, Printed for W. Crooke, ar the Green Dregon| | 
wichourt Temple-Barr, near Deverexx-Courr, 1C53.| 
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THE 
CATECHUMEN: 
OR, AN 


Account given by the Young 
Perſon to the Miniſter, 


OF HIS 
Knowledge in Religion, 


Upon his firſt Admiſlion to 


The Lords Table. 


But ſanfifie the Lord in your Hearts 3 and be ready 10. 
grove. [ Amagyiay ] an Account of every Mari that 
asbeth you a Reaſon of the Hope that is in you, with. 
meekneſs and fear, 1 Pet. 3. 15. | 


Wich the Epiſtles of Two Eminent Di- 
vines of the Church of England. 


————— 


LEecensse ow, Z. Iſham. - 


The Fourth: Edition. 


LONDON, 


Printed for W. Crooke, at the Green Dragon 
without Temple:Barr, 1.6.9 3s, 
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| AUTHOR 


SIR, 
Have ever had a peculiar 
Eſteem for all ſuch Diſcour:- 
ſes, as peaceably tend to beger 
in Men's Hearts a right Know- 
ledge of the Sacrament of the 
LoPs _—_ Which I look up- 
_—_ Mtery in Re- 
e belt Inſtrument to- 
convey Vertue, and promote it: 
in a Chriſtian's Soul. 
And ſeeing the ſmall Piece = 
fent to be peruſed by me, 1 
deſigned ro inſtru the +050 ; 


fort (who are the Hopes of the: 


Church) in ſuch Principles. of- 
AaA4 Chr:- 


To the Author. © 


Chriſtianicy, as are neceſlary to 
be known by. them, before a 
be admitted to the Holy Com: 
mutidn; you may well a f 
not only of my Approbarion, ! 
bur earneſt Deſire to have it} 


made publick. 


| —_— 


y TO THE 


BOOKSEELER: 


it} 'S'R; | 
" Hive \Lafill peruſed theſe 
' Papers, andthough Þ know-mot- 
1 Is Author of them, yet ſeeing you 
. defire my Opinion, I think my ſelf 
| obliged to do them this Right: As 
: for the Matter contamed m.them, T. 
' think it very Orthodox , and 
fully agreeable with the DoEtrine - 
of our Church ; and as for the 
Compoſure, I think ut very Regu- 
lar and Clear, Judicious and: 
| nftructive: And-as for-the Whole, 
| T think it of very great Uſe for all 
) * that have honeſt and teachable Minds, 
; and do ſincerely enquire after the. 
AS5 Truth,. 


To.the Bookſeller. 
Truth, as it in Jeſus, but more eſpe- 
cially for ſuch as have gone through 
their Catechiſe, whoſe Underſtan- 
dings, 1 doubt not, will be very much, 
epened and enlarged by a Careful! 
and Diligent Peruſal of it.That God 
Almighty may proſper the Deſign of 
it, -and make it a Bleſſing to the Souls 
of Men, is the bearty Prayer of, _ 


Sir, Your truly 
AﬀeCtionare Friend, | 


Frommy Houſe in 
Broadfſtreer. 


Jo.Scorr. 


THE 


4) Www Pa F- 
| CATECHUMEN: 
od. OR, THE: 


1 Toung Perſon. o- "Aecontt of- 
bis KNOWLEDGE 'in- 


Rericron, EC. 


HE following Account being. 
only a Taſte of the Proficien- 
cy- I have made. under ,your- 
. pious, Diligence in. Catechi- 

Tj 1ing, [ have no apprenenſian it will be un- - 

welcoine to you. Many things. I know 
might be ſaid in distavour of it ; but the - 
Piety of the Deſign ts all I offer in excuſe. 
Beſides I underftand-not the Uſe or Be- 
= nefit_ of Apologies, and: therefore I'will 
bepin this Account without them. _ 
- It was my-ſfingular Happineſs, not only. 
to-be born of 'Ebriſtian Parents, bur-of. 
ſuch as were true Members of the Church 

E of Evgland, whole Piety took care $0 make. 

choice - 


2 Che Catechumen. 
Choice of fir Perſons to preſent me to * 
Holy Baptiſm the firſt Sunday after my | 
Birth, according to the Rule and laiidible | 
Pri&ice of this National Church. ; 
The Perſons, 1 ſay, who prefented me | 
to Holy. Baptiſm, were Canonically qua- | 
lified for that Charitable Office, being of 
good Report, and ſuch as had received * 
the Holy Communion. * 
Theſe I call my Gedfathers and God- | 
other, whom I bear a Reverence ſbitable - 
to that Appellation. And by my Parents | 
Approbation, theſt'gave me char Name, 
which puts me in mind. of the Chriſtian 
Faith, in which I was baptized, and by 
which I was liſted under Chriſt, and be- 
came his Softdier and Servant. And it is | 
called my Chriſtian Name, becauſe by itl | 
ſtand rejated unto Chriſt,and diſtinguiſh- 
ed from Men of all other Religions, as 
Zews, Pagans, and Mabwumetans. | 
This Name was given me at Baptiſm, 
whereby being made a Chriſtian, I was 
entitled to all the Privileges appertaining 
to thoſe who truly bear that Name : 'So 
thac I who by Nature did not belong un- 
to the Church of Chriſt, which is his 
My tical Body, being Baptiz'd, hecame 
a Member of the ſame. .And being a 
Member thereof, I am no more, as I was 
by Natire, a Chitdof Wrath, but a Child 
as of 
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of God by Adoption, throygh Chriſt, 
who is the Son of God by Nature. And 
being thus a Child, I am alſo an, Heir af 
God, and Joint-Heir with Chriſt co a 
Kingdom of Glary. 

But theſe Privileges were conferr'd 
upon me in Baptiſm not abſolutely, bur 
on Condition'that I would perform whac 
my Godfathers and Godmother did vow 
and promiſe in my behalt, when I wag 
baptized. For notwithſtanding thac both 
mine and all Parents are expreſsly com- 
manded to be diligent in teaching their 
Children Gad's Holy Worg, and to bring. 
them up-in the nurture 2nd admanition 
of the Lard 3 yer becauſe Parents may 
die, and ſo be nncapable to do this; or 
they may be negligent, and ſociher nog 
do. it at all, or not as they ought; the 
Church, as 'twere, took Band, or Secygri- 
ty of my Godfathers and Godmother for 
my pious Education : Who are thergfare 


called my Sureties, and who were en- 


charged ra have a Religious Care tq 
teach me, as ſoon as I was able co learn, 
what a ſolemn Vow, Promiſe, and Pro- 
feffion I made by them in Baptiſm. 

Now, the things which thele Suretics 


avouched to be performed by me, are 
Three, (an{werable ro the Three Bengfics 
aſſured te me when I was baptized.) 


The 


4 The Catechumen. 


The firſt was an utter renouncing: of all | 
thoſe Spiritual Enemies that incel[antiy | 
wat againſt'my Soul ; namely, the: De | 
vil, the Workd, and the Fleſh. ' "F} 
So that the fi;it Spiricual Enemy I am. 
to renounce, ſorſake, and fizhc againſt, is | 
the Devil, that evil Spirit, thac loſt An- | 
gel, whoſe malignity againſt me-appears 
in his continual folliciting and tempting 
me to Sin, and accuſing me when I have 
finned 3 and reſiſting and: hindring me. 
when I am about co: do good, Whom, 
according to -my Sureties Bond, LE ſtand 
obliged co-renounce; together withall, his 
Works ; which, in-general, are all Sins 
commirted by his- inſtigation; and, in 
particular, aH Sins committed after his 
Example,or which bear his Images ſuch as 
Murder,Lying,Pride,Malice, and the like: 
{ am al{o-bound (by virtue of the Bond 
my Sureties gave in- my Name) to re: : 
nounce this preſeat evil World. By 
which IT under{tand choſe wicked Merr 
who are Enemics to Godlineſs, and all 
thoſe other Creatures which the.. Devil, 
the Prince of this World, uferth as Baits 
and Snares :o ſeduce me to Sin... Burt be: 
fides my renouncing the. World thus.un- | 

derſtood, 1 am alfo to forſike and with». 
ftand its Pomps and Vanities 3 that is, all 
Pleaſures, Pride, and Wealth, when they. 
061084 
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| become injurious to Religion, and divere 


or ſtop me in my exerciſe of Piety : 
Which they will certainly dos, if my Af 
fetions towards them are inordinate, 
immoderate, or unſeaſonable. 

And becauſe worldly Vanities. only 
gratige my Carnal Part, and Senſitive 
Appetite, I am alſo bound to renounce 
that which 'they gratifte; I mean the 
Fleſh , or my unmortified Corruption, 
Which is Enmity againft God, and doth 
not only hinder me from. doing Good, 
but doch alſo encline and ſpur me'on to 
do Evil. | 

For I find, that from this unmortified 
Corruption, there ſprings up in me many 
inordinate Aﬀections, and evil Concupi- 
ſcences, which are called the Luſts of the 
Fleſh: By means whereof (until they are 
mortified) I am brought to entertain the 
Temcarions of the Devil, and to abuſe 
the good things of the World eo Sin. And 
tho? the renouncing of theſe Luſts of the 
Fleſh, together wieh the Devil and the 
World, be made an Article of my Chri- 
ftianity, anda Condition npon which the . 
Privileges of Baptiſm are beſtowed upon 
me.; yet ſceing they are my ſareſt Ene- 
mies, and continually endeavouring not 
only my preſent;-but my eternal Ruine 
(wichout any. other: Tie) SelFpreſeryation 
prompts me to withſtand them. The 


6 The Catechumen. 


The {econd thing promiſed im my be- 


half, when 1 was baptized, is my Belief | 


of the Dotrine of Chriftianicy, ſumm'd 


up in the Apoſtles Creed; My Faithof _ 


which, if it be not more than cither; barely 
Hiſtorical and Temporary, I hall not 
ſurpaſs the very Devil, and wicked hy- 
pociitical Men in believing ; ifor-che one 
a ew alway array 6, and theother 
only hypocricically for a time. || 

Gar ehe Faich 1 vowed in Baptiſm, is a 


firm and conitant Aſent unto the! Word. 


of God, and Goſpel of Man's Salvation, 
andan unfhaken Relianceupon the ſame; 
do that the whole Scripture 4s the.gene- 
ral, and the Areiclas of the -Clriftian 
Faith, ſumm'd up in the Creed, is the 
particular Object at my Belief... |! 


And I look upon this Faich to beſo — 


ceſlary for me, and gvery Chriſtian, thaex 
I forfeic tha Ticie wichour it : For a Be 
lever 4s but another Word tar Chriltian, 
Buc {tijl | know, that how neceſſary fo: 
ever Faich is to the yalvation of my Soul, 
yet it is-30t to be gat by my own Power; 
tor it s the Gift ot Gad, and the Gracious: 
Wark of the Holy Ghaſt, which toth 
enable me to aflent unto, and rely upen 
the Holy Scriptures, | 


But becauſe Faith will not profie to 


my Juſtification, withour Works of Obe- 


by 
» 
5 
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: dience ro rhe Commands of Chriſt ; 
| therefore my Snreties undertook that T1 


thould keep God's Hoty Will and Com- 
maniments, and walk in the ſame all 


- the Days of my Life. So that 1do ac- 


knowledge my felf bonnd to pay Obe- 


 dience to che whole Will of God, reveal- 


ed in his Word. AndI cannot think my 
ſelf tir. co come to rhe Lord's Table, un- 
lefs TI am refolv'4 ro keep God's Law, 
and have regard unto all_ his Precepts 3 


and that t9o with my whole Hearr, or 


fincerely ; and always , without incer- 
miſhon or diſcontinuance. 

Bue when I profeſs this to be my Duty, 
it is not as if I though I were to bs ſaved 
by che Tenor of the Firft Covenanr, the 
Condition whereof was perfe& Obe- 
diencez for this I am. no way ableto per- 
form. Bur becaufe I hope to be faved by 
the Second Covenant, called the Cove- 
nant of Grace, T think my felf bound to 
perform the Condicion thereof, namely, 
Obedience , or Faith fruitful ta Good 
Works ; which Good Works are the ge- 
nuine Off-ſpring of my Faith, and do 
flow as naturally from it, as Fruits from 
their Tree; and without which , my 
Faith is dead. Andyou have ever taught 
me to ſet a peculiar value upon Good 
Works, becauſe through means thereof I 
gloritie 


8 The Catechumen. | ; 
glorifie God,edifie my Neighbour; and ju- | wh 
itifie and declare my Faith befote Men. anc 
And according to my preſent Sentiments. | . - 
of Religion, I look upon Faith and Good, | ſen 
Worksto make up my whole Duty, as a Sur 
Chriſtian : And thele, I hold, arg not to, } Ba 
be ſeparated in my PraQice, becauſe * kn 
Faith without Works is dead, and Works. | *I 
without Faith cannot pleaſe God. _._ © 

And though ic is my firm Reſolution, | © 
©o obſerve them both, and to beljeve and ©: 9? 
do as my Sureties have promiſedifor me 3. : Ba 
yet I know I cannot do fo, but by che, 
alliſtance and help of God ; ani there- |; ala 
fore I will by diligent and humble Prayer : ha 
beg a continual Topply of Grace, to en-; ! th 
able me to believe and do all things h 
which at Baptiſm were ſtipulated and we 
promiſed in my Name.. And I will alſo! 
daily offer up my tthfeigned Thanks unto: : 

od, that he hath called me to che know-, ; ft. 
ledge of the Truth ; that he hath brought ' 


me outof my nacural State of Sif\ ; that 1 
he hath admitted me into the Churchs O 


and that there he doch vouchſaſe tne the | , 
appointed Means of Holineſs and Salv- * 
tion, And 1 humbly pray God by his | 
preventing Grace, to encline nyy Will; * 
by his afliſting Grace to give me Strengeh; - Y' 
and by his conſummatring Grace to bring 
me actually to perform all holy Ducky 
+ WHiIC 
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' which in Holy Baptiſm my God-fathers 
: and Godmother undertook in my ſtead. 
' And as youever minded and.made me 
: ſenſible how -greatly I was bound to my 
: Sureties, for what they did for me at 
| Baptiſm 3 ſo you likewiſe have let me 
? know the Obligation I had co take up 
* their Bond as ſoon as I was able, and fo 
'- to diſcharge them. And this 1 did at 
: Confirmation, when I ſolemnly took up- 
- on my ſelf to believe and do all that my 
' Baptiſmal Sureties had vow'd and pro- 
* miſed I ſhould believe and do. But now, 
* alas! being conſcious to my felf that | 
: have broken my Baptiſmal Covenant, ir 
.: is my earneſt Defite to -be admitted to 
. ; the rd's Table, on purpoſe to renew 
13 it. | 
l |" Bur before my admillioh t6 that He: 
: venly Entertainment, I am of Opinion 
* that I ought to have a competent Under- 
' ſtanding of the more eminent Parts of 
: Chriſtianity which you have taught me; 
and they are theſe Four : Namely, Faith, 
| Obedience, Prayer, and the Sacraments. 
: Andtoyou who are to admit me, I think 
my ſelf bound to give an account of my 
: Knowledge in each of theſe, and to defire 
: your Judgment whether or no it be ſuffi- 
cient in arderto my Admiſſion. 


d... 
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I begin with Faith ( as chat withou = 


which all the reſt are nor _—_ ' in 
canr, but ſinful) which bemg 
asmy A& of Believing, I wei © trendy 
{xid, That ir Ggnifies my Aﬀſent un, 
and relying upon the Word |of Golf tt 
Truth, and Goſpel of Man's Salvation! NV 
So that I take the Scripmresto be che g 4 
neral Object of my Farth, and the Crey. 
ro contain the main Particulars to be & h 
lieved by me. I' mean, tharCreed whid 
bears the Name of the Apoſttes, as a 
Compilers;and which, I ſappoſe'to be thi t 
Form of ſound Words to-the Profeflion 
whereof Pun! exhorts Timahy 1H keepoot 
ftant and'ceach others. | : 
And becaule before my Admiſfion : 
the the Holy Comma, I chink 1 ougk 
—wooky "_-- recite — —- 
to have a t kn 
of their meaning, and *of the mfluent 
each Article ought 'to \have; upon m 
Converſation: I will therefore firft n 
hearſe the Words thereof, and then gin 
you {uch an account of their | 'Sence an. 
Influence , - as I have been (Faught by 
you. | 
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Believe in. Hod the Father Almigh- 
ty, Daker of Heaven and Earth: 
aj | our Log: Wihs was conceived by 
! the Holy Ghoſt, bom of the Ulirgtn 
on! Mary, ſuffered under Pontius Pilate, 
'o | crucifred, _ and buried ; Ie 


Þ of 


Coy 
thence 
quick 


thus rehearſed the Words of 
my next Taxi is to give a 
hore plain Declaration of what þ believe 
in every Article. | 
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Ax'rteLlk FE} 


- J believe in God the Father at-| 


mighty , Baker of Heaven| and 


1n this Article I have been taughe to | 
believe thatthere is a God; and that he is | 


an Eternal Spirit, wboſe being is of Him: 


felf, and not from. any. other ; amt] that | 
from Him all” chings have their Being. | 
And I further believe, That this God is 

but One, | becauſe he is the Infinice, In- | 
dependent,and Omniporent Cauſe, which | 


can be but One. | 

I believe alſo, That this God is the E- 
ternal Father of. Chriſt, and that for his 
Take he is alſv my Heavealy Father ; 
and that being Almighty, he can do for 
me whatſoever he will. bs | 

I likewiſe believe, That in ſix Days 


this GOD created all Things of No- ! 


thing by his Word, for his Glory 3 and' | 


thac he.ftill preſerveth all Things by the 
ſame Word of his Power. 


ArTiIcLE | 


"2" 2 
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ARTICLE BE 


And fn Jeſas Chriſt his only Son 
vur Low. 


In this Second Article of the Creed, I 
have been taughe to believe. in Jeſus 
Chriſt, and that he is the only Son of 


God, andof the ſame Divine Eſſence 


with him ; That he is called Feſws, be- 
cauſe heis the only Saviour of Mankind: 
And that he is called Chrift, or Meſſiah, 
which ſignifies Anoinred, becauſe he was 
anointed to the Three Offices of a Pro- 
phet, Prieft, and King ; which Three, 


under the Law, were in an eſpecial man- 


ner Anointed. 

And I believe, that all cheſe Three 
met in Chriſt ;. and that as a Prophet he 
Coth inſtruc his Church, outwardly by 


| his Word, and inwardly by his Spirit. 


And I believe that as a Prieſt he made S+- 
tsfaction unto God for the Sins of : Man- 
kind, when he once. offered up Himſelf 


| . upon the Crofs;' and that by the Sacri: 


fice of Himſelf, he reconciled God and 
Man. And further I believe, That as a 
Prieſt he continually makes Intercefſion 
tor me, and all true Chriſtians, at the right 
hand of his Father in Heaven, and _ 

els 


| 14 The. Catechuyen, 


bleſs me in turning me from my Ini» } , 


- quities. 
Y In like manner, I believe, That Feſus 
was not only Chriſt, that is, Anvimed to 
be a Prophet an a Prieſt in ahe ſence 
now declared ; but that he was alſo a- 
nointed. to. be a King: And- that ,. as 
ſuch, he doch Pres) and preſgrve his 
Church : He eredts and ets up big 
Throne 1 in the Hearts of Believers :. He 
gives them Grace to. fubdpe every r6- 

llious Luft, and habit of Sin , that it 

reign n not in thew: He conquers Satan, 
and reftrains his Power : He overcomes 


Death? > and having received alt Aucho- | 
in Heaven and Earth, he rules over | 
An and all Creatures ; - and that of | 


bis Kin dom there ſhall be no end. So 


that co him belongs abſolute Dominion | 


oyer all, and Obedience is. due co. him 
from all. 


SKkKTICLE TIL 


M.nFn boy1 Athe Cir non gdls Pra 


In this Article I profeſs to believe, Thar 
when Chrift was mage af the Seed of 
David according to the Flefh, he was 


made inalt things Ukeco my fetf, ExCept- þ 
| ing | 
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ing Sin : For that could aff:& neither his 
Humane Soul nor Body, becauſe in both 
he was moſt Holy, as being conceived 
only by the Operation of the Holy 


| Ghoſt, and born ofa ſpotleſs Virgin. For 


Chriſt, chat he might be our Kinſman, 
and capable to redeem us, by paying our 
Debts in the ſame Humane Nature in 
which they were contracted, it was ne- 


| ceſlary he ſhould be the Seed of the 


Woman. And that he might plainly ap- 
pear tobe that Seed of the Woman which 


was promiſed, it was likewiſe neceſſary 


| he ſhould be born of a Virgin, who was 
| of the Lineage and Houle of David. All 


which I believe from God's Word was 
apliſhen in the Bleſſed Mother of 
riſt. 


AAR TLCHLE II 
Suffered under Pontius Pilate, &c. 


This is an Article that you have often 


| told me I ought well to underſtand ; for 


itreſpets Chriſt's Death, upon which the 
whole Hinge of my Salvation turns. [| 
find the Hiſtory of ic to be clearly and 
fully ſet forth by the Evangeliſts 3 and as 
to the knowledge of it, St. Paul valued 
it {o highly, char he deſired to know no- 

B ching 


16 The Tatechumen. | 
thing elſe bur Jeſas Chriſt craciicd. Now 
by my believing of the Crucifixion , I} ; 
confels, that according to the Prophecies} ; 
Chriſt ſuffered in his Humane Nature, | x 
both in-Soul and Body; his Divine Na-| , 
turebeing uncapable of ſuffering. And 
that this hapried atthe time when Ponria| 
Pilate was the Roma Governour of J-| þ 
dea ; who being addicted to Cruelty and} þ 
finful Compliance, condemned Chriſt to} 1 
be craeified : Ant as Moſes lifted np the} 
Szrpent onthe Pole in the Wilderneſs, fo fi 
was Chriſt lifted up on the Croſs; and! - 
by a painfi), ignominious, and accurſed! x; 
Death, did expiate my Sin, and fedeem| ;. 
me from 'all' vain Converſation, and} 5, 
from'the Corfe of the Law, and gave} xx, 
mean Entrance into Heaven. All whick! 4, 
unſpeakable Benefits are juſtly to. be a-! 


EF: | 


{ctived tothe Blood of Chriſt, becauſe it} G 
was of infitiite value, as being the Bload: 
of that Perfon who was God. as well a;| « 
"Man. LE . Al | 
" Andas Ibglieve Chriſt voluntarily laid! 
down his Life, and that his Soul was 
really fepatated from his Body 3 fo 1 like} 
wile belieye, 'that az a Cead Man he was 
baricd, after the manner of the| Fewiſ 
Nation; tiamely, that he was bauhd inf yer 
Grave-clothes with Spices, and lajd.in th& ay | 
Graye, wich 2 twavy Stone rolled in " my- 
. : | mourl} « - 
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' motith ofthe Senulchre. ' All which were 
certdin Tokens of his Death, a3 being the 
alual known Rites of a bor Funeral. 
5 Talſo believe, Thar Chrilt being dead, 
"| bis SouT and Body remain'd in a {eparate 
{ | &dndition, under the Power of Death ; 
9! hd that his Soul was reunited to the 
*| Body before it did putrifie in the Grave. 
4} Bat" as tothe various Opinions about his 
%} Deſcent into Hell, ] think them either 
! wo high, or too unprofitable for. my re- 
_——_ ITT _ 
d ' "And as you haye taught me, fo I be- 
:d | lieve, that Chriſt's Birth, Dearh, and Bu- 
m' rial, or being under the Dominion of 
0} Death, were the Three Degrees of his 
Humiliation ; anſwerable to which were = 
M) the Three Deprees of his Exalcation, 
”; natnety, Refurredtion, Aſcenſion , and 
Ul Glorifrcation in Heaven. -— 


a5] ARTICLE V. 


aid! The thitv'/Owphe roſe again from 


5 Though, being a Chriſtian, I need no 
viſh proof of Chriſt's raſing trom the Dcad 3 
| If yet to corfirm my Belief of ſo eminent 
than Article, God Fas given m2 the Tecſti- 
i. mony of Anpetr,of the Men chat guarded 
Jul + B 2 the 
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T8 
the Sepulchre, -the many Apparitions of 
Chriſt after he was riſen, the Effuſion of | 


the Holy Ghoſt upon the Apoſtles, the | 
Miracles done by them in his Name. $6 | 
that I have juſt ground to believe and | 


j 


-profeſs, That the Body of Chriſt faw no 


Corruption, as did the Bodies of the Pa: | 
triarchs. And becauſe it was impoflible ! 
he ſhould be holden of the Power. of: 


Death, I do believe that he did really riſe 
again, and that the very fame Body and 


; 


Soul of our Saviour, which were ſepara: i 
cd by Death, were by. his own Divine ' 


Power reunited in his Reſurrection. 

And as co the time when he aroſe, I. 
have been caught, and do believe, That| 
It was the Third Day after his Death,| 
which hapned to be the Firſt Day of the 
Week ; which Day we celebrate in me-! 
mory of his Reſurre&ion, and which has! 
immemorially been called The Lord: 
Day. ; 


ARTI C.-L E VI. 


Þe afcendev into Heaven, and ſit 
teth, 8c. 


I believe, That Chriſt aſcended by the 
ſame Power he roſe: And that this was 
ao other Power than' that of his own Dt. 
vinity ; | 


[ 


j 


*” 
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The Catechumen. Fx 
vinity 3 by which, as an High-Prieſt of 
good things to come, he once aſcended 


- viſibly and locally into the Heaven of 


Heavens, as the High:-Prieft once every: 
Year entred- into the Holy of Holies; 
And the End of his Aſcenſion was, I be-- 
lieve, to prepare a place tor Believers. 
and to receive them-to-it; that where he: 
is, they might be alſo. 

After Chriſt's Aſcenſion into Heaven... 
he took his- Place act the Right Hand of- 
God :- Not that Echink God, who- is a 
moſt abſolute Spirit, hath eicher Right or 
Lett Hand 3 bur thae this is-ſpoken after- 
the manner of Men, who place tholſe- 
whom they will moſt honour upon-theic- 


| Right Hand. And from Chriit's-being: 


thus placed in. Heaven, Icolle&; Thathe- 
there took up his Abode ina ftate:of Ma-- 
jeſty and Power, to ſhew that he was- 
above all Creatures in Heaven. and 


| Earth, and that he is exalted to-be the- 
' King of Saints, and Judge of Sinners; the 


: Prince of our Salvation, and High-Prieſt 


ofour Profeſſion: And that in-Him there: 
was an Union of the Regal Power and: 
Prieſtly Office, when he ſat dawn at the 
Right Hand of the Father Almighty. So- 
that by the former he is perfectly ableto 
ſubdue all his Enemies 3 and by.chejlatter 
he doth ever intercede for, and eternally: 
i\ave thoſe that are his. B 3 ARr+ 
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ARTICLE VII. ; | 

From thente he ſhall come tg | 
judge; Sec. [ 


As I believe that Curift) pede emo me| 
by his Death and Paſſion, and that by his | 
Aicenſion he 15 become my Advocate and! 
Inctercefſor with God ; 16 Þ-beljeve that} 
he {hail come the fecond timeſrom Hea- | 
ven.with great Glory,to judge the 'Yorld, | 

For belides the particutar Judgment 
that paſſert: upon every Man 1mmetiare | 
ly uport his Death, when the departed | 
Soul is fer at God's Tribunal, and exam | 
ned of all its Thoughes, Words, and AGt| 
ons; I fay, beſides this particular Judg-| 
ment; -I believe there ſhall be a general | 
Judgment, when all ſhall be judged, a! 
well the Quick that ſhal} Þe alive at that 
Day, as the Dead, who ſhall then be rat | 
fol up. And-that in this laſt: Judgment, | 
Chri "Himſelf, as 2 Supream Judge, hall: 
on the final Sentence, and thae che} 

aints, as Aſeſiors, ſhall paſs their Ser! 
tence of Approbation. 

1 heliere too, That I and all Men ſhall 
bejudged of all things done inthe Body, ! 
whetlis” Good or Evil : And that upon | 
the Penouncing - of the SENtErIEe , Fes nl 

eruly | 
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truly penitent ſhall paſs'to an Eftate of 

Leernal Happinets ; and finally,the Impe- 

nicent tO an Eſtate of Eternally Miſery. 
AR T1ICLE VILLE 


] believe in the Doly Ghoſt. 
Having briefly declared what my Faith 


is in God the Father, and God the Son ; 
\ Tam nexc todeclare what I believe con- 
| cerning God the Holy Ghoſt. And firſt, 


I believe, That without Faith in the Holy 
Ghoſt, I cannot believe in God the Pa- 
ther, nor in his Son, as my Lord, For no 


Man can call God Father, but by the 


| Holy Ghoſt 3 nor can any Man ſay 


that Jeſus is the Lotd, but by the Holy 
Ghoſt, whom I beheve to be the Third 
Perſon in the Divine Being, and there- 
fore True God: And that as he prc- 
ceedeth from the Father and the Son, 
(which TI belierc he doth) he is a Perſon 
diſtin from both. 

The Spirit itz whom I believe, is called 
Holy, becauſe in Himfelf he is without 
all Pollution and Sin ; and becauſe he is 
the Aurhorof all Holinefs in me, and all 
who truly believe in Him: So that all my 
Holineſs is but a Ray of Effufion of ch: 
Holy Ghoſt, which doth furniſh my 
aka, B 4 Heart 
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Heart with ſpiritual and ſaving Graces, by 
the Work of Sanctification. | 


ARTICLE IX. 


J believe the Doly Catholick| 
Church, the Communion of Satuts, | 


Aﬀer this plain Account given by me! 
of the Articles which concern the Bleiled | 
Trinity, I will now give the like Account | 
of thoſe that follow 3 which reſpec ſuch ! 
only as truly telieve in,and obey anq wor: ! 
ſhip theTrinity in Unity ; and who are | 
here called che Church. WhichI plainly | 
cake to ſignifie all thoſe whom Chriſt hath | 
called out of the World, to be his pecu- | 
lar People : Over whom he hath a Sove ' 
reign Authority, in regard of which they 
willingly and chearfully pay him Ho | 
mage, and obey his Law and Ordinances. : 

For by Church I have been taught to | 
underſtand\ the Corporation and Gene: | 


ral Family of all True Believers, which | 


Family truly deſerves to be called Holy, | 
in reſpe& of its Head, which is Chriſt, ! 
who is Holy in Himſelf, and whoſe Holi- | 
neſs is imputed to all ſincere Believers : 
And who through the Grace given to 
them, do labour, ſtudy, and endeayour to | 


be Holy. | 
O And ' 


| 
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And the -Church, in this familiar ac- 
cepcion, I beiieve is Univerſal, as well-as - 
Holy 3 and that there are inallthe Qtary 
ters of the World theſe who by: Bapaſm-: 
28 admitted into it, and fo made Mems- 
bers of Chriſt's Myſtical Body; who are:: 
guided. by his Spiric, nouriſhed -by- ths : 
Word and Sacrament;; and who are obe+ 
dient to the-Rule and Government-of: 
the Biſhops and Paſtors, . lawfully called:: 
to their Offices. 
And of this Society of Believers,- witch: 
conſtitute the Church, fomeareina ſtate: 
of War; continually fighting againſt their.- 
own and Chriſt's Enemies ; but. yet in+ 

daily expectation of Triumph , and a- 
Crown: Aid theſe are-called the Church. 
Militant, which is on Earth. And ſome 

are in a ſtate off Peace 3 ior having fought 

the good. Fight. of Faith, and fiaiſheds 
their Warfare, they. are entred into-cheir- 
Maſter's. Jey : And theſe make the - 
Gburch Triumphant, which is Crown in 


' Heaven, Now,theſe I-hold are not:ewa- 


divers Churches, but. the ſame Church=s 


| under a different- State and+Condition: - 
| For believe the Church.to be eflenially - 


but one... 
And as Chriſt's Myſtical 'Body -the. : 


' Church has-an Union-with Him,-.as being : 
' the! Head of. it ; fo: 1 belieys there is a: 


B 5. Com-:- 


.24 The Catechumen. | 
Corman Union among the - Members ; 
both *thoſe: that are'giorified in Heaven, 

and{hoſs that-in ſome degree arc land 


fd PR Earth.” And this -js called -the | 
Communion of Saints 3 and is the firſt Pri- 


vilege of the Chriſtian Church. - And 
by victue of this, all #r#e Chviſtians com> 
municate in all' Offices of Pity and Cha- 
ty; in doing good £6-one- another's 
Bodies 2nd Souls: * Ard this chey de up- 
01 the account that they have in con 
morn: One God, one Chriſt, one Spirit, one 
Lord, 6 0700 RT oe Bapti _; one O's 


ARTICLE I. 
. The Forgiveneſs of Sins. 


As the Communion of Saints genuinely. | 
ariſeth- rom.che Natute of che Unruerſal. | 
Ghurchs: 10 Pardun af /Sins, follows from | 
both. For none fhall have |their Sins | 
fergiven, but thaſe who kwve'and die in the | 
Communton of the Church : For unleſs I-: 


abide in this Ark, I ſhall certainly perifh. 


Now Stn, as't hare been injtnh} ed, is of: | 
rwo forts. the one Orizinal, ' which is the: 
Sin of my Nature; the other A&ual,whict 


is the Sin of 22y Converſation, 'The-for- 


mer brought with me into the World, | 
the latter L commit while I live-therein. | 
And | 
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The Catechumen, 25 
And both theſe forts'of Sin deſerve eter- 
nal Dearh, and can only be pardon'd by 
the Merits. of Chriſt. (For Sin being-a 
TFranſpgreflion of the Law of God,--it can 
only be forgiven by him whoſe Law ic 
tran/egreſſeth.) For Remiſhon of; Sins- js 
the Second: Priviledge of /:the Chanrch, 
which is preached to all in the Name of 
CHRIST, and fealed 'in Baptilm; 
wherein I believe my Ortginat Sin 1s pre- 
ſently pardon'd, and that my AFual Sins 
committed afrer Baptiſm, thail 'be par- 
fardon'd , if I truly repent 'me of- the 
fame. S122 | 
Now, this my Belief. of the Forgive- 
nefs of Sins, fuppoſes char I beliers;} hat 
Got gracioutly and freely, withoot any 
Deſerc on Man's part, gave his Son 'to 
die for the Wortd;; and, Thar for: dhe 
fake of his mericortons. Death, he remits 
che Faulr, abſolves: from che Guilt, and 
acquits from Puniſhinent, al rraly penitent 
and bliewing Simners, © 

And I do turther believe, That he 1m- 
putes ts them th& Obedience"ef hikown 
Sea, and his Righteouſneſs, and by means 
thereof accaunts chem 7uff th his PeeBr.! | 
'T believe, That all who are juſtified, 
and chus acquitted, have Holinefs in ſome 
degree, .accarding ro the- Condition of 
this Life. © Which Holinefs, tho? ir can- 
not 
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not altogether diſcharge them from Sin, 


yet it doth not ſuffer them-to rejgn over | 
them : So that a juſtified Perſon is not | 
under its Dominion , nor- yields himſelf | 
a Vaſſal to itz but reſiſts its Command, | 


and makes it die daily. 
And for the greater ſecuricy of the 
Forgiveneſs of Sins, God hath committed 


ro his Miniſters an indiſpenfible Powee ! 


and Charge to preach Faith and Reper 


tance as the Condition of this Forgive: | 
neſs : He hath likewiſe appointed them | 
© pray and intercede, and allo to baptize | 
for the Forgiveneſs of Sins; and to ad | 
miniſter the Lord's Supper in memory of | 
that Blood which was ſhed for the Remi/- | 
fion of Sims, And indeed all that God | 


hath left in the Hand and Power of his | 
Miniſters, efpecially tends to make Men 


capable of receiving what they believe, |! 


namely, they Remiſlion of Sins. / 


SRAXICLE Kh 


. -The Reſurrection of the Body, | 


| 


Ie was the hope of the Fathers under 
the Old Teſtament, as well as it is of 
Chriſtians under the New , That there 


ſhall be a Reſurretion both of the Juſt *' 
and Unjuſt : And if it were otherwiſe, | 
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Chriſtians of all Men would be moſt mi- 
ſerablez and all that I have learn'd,. and 
you have taught me, concerning - Chri- 
ſtianity, would bein vain, But I firmly 
and truly believe, That my mortal Body 
ſhall be raiſed from the Corruption of 
the Grave, by virtue of the. Refurreion 
of Chriſt. And this my Belief is found- 
ed upon the Power and good Pleaſure of 
God, who both can and will raiſe from 
the dead the very fame Body that died. 


AnTRHCEIE KEE 


The Life everlaſting. 


The Enjoyment of everlaſting Life, iz 
the laſt. Chriſtian Priviledge, and thas 
which crowns the reſt : And I have lear- 
ned to. underitand by this Life, the En- 
joyment of all crue Happineſs in Soul and 
Body. For 1 believe that the Faculties. 
of the Souls of juſt Perſons, ſhall be per- 
&aly enlightened and ſanctified, and thae 
their Bodies ſhall live after the manner of 
Spirits, and. be exceedingly glorified. 

And oppoſite to this Life everlaſting, 
I believe there is an everlaſting Deach 
which is the Portion of the Wicked. And. 
that as Life everlaſting conſiſts. in the 
Fruition, ſo I belieye everlaſting Death. 


COn- 
W- 


conſiſts: in'the Loſs of God's Preſence, and | 


alt other Comforts; and is the enduring | 
of the; ſting of Conſcience and Torments | 


of Hell for ever. | 


. But as my believing all the Articles of | 


the Chriſtian/Faich, as they are funm'd 
up*ia''thar: which is called -the Apoſtles 
Creed,: \uppoſes. that I am to learn not 


only the Words, but likewiſe rhe Seyſ+ | 


of rhe Creed ; ſo ir alfo implies, that I 


ſhould live Iike them chat do believe; | 
for otherwiſe my conſenting to the Truth | 


of the Articltes will ſtand- me in no ſtead. 


And therefore, not medling with remote | 
and learned-Inferences,” 'F wilt draw {ach | 
from each Article, as are near and fami- | 


far, ſhore and evifying. 8 


As: for example: From my believing | 


that God created me, I inferr, I am 
bound ro he obedient and tubjedt to Hin, 
By my bzheving thare Chriſt reteemcd 


me, I chink ir my Duty to yield up, my | 
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ſeifro Flim as his Purchaſe, and to bs | 
wholly diſpoſed by Him, and employed | 


only'in his Service. My believing Chritt's, 


Conception by the Hoty Ghoft, and his 
Birth of che Virgin, f1oi!d make me di- 
ligent tofit my Heart for the. Holy Ghoſt 
to overſhadow, and for. Chriſt co be born 
init. My belief of Chrill's Crucifixion, 


ſhout reach ms to crucifis the Fleſh, with” ! 


the 
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| the Aﬀections'and Lufts, ahd' to Fee, 


the Body of Sin.”i My-belief of His Dearh 
and Burial, ſhould 'make 'me: corftent to 
die tor the fake of 'Treth,-being- affured, 
char-if T ſuffer for Chrift; Tſhalf alfo reign 
with'him.' {It ſhould alfo keep me from 
being dihietrtned by Death,' ſeeing -thac 
Chrift' by "dying hath taken away the 


| Sting'6f-Death;”which'is Sin; and' made 


itt an Entrance into Life. *'My believing 
the ReſurreRion of Chrift, ſhould make 


| me actually-tife from' Sits a new Fife; 


and utterly to forfake niy* Sins, as Chiift 
dd the Grave,towhich (after hewas'once 
riſen from, it) be retarn*d no more.” * My. 
believing Chrift*s' Attenfion; 'and fitting. 
at the Right-hand: of God, ſhould: reach 
me tofer my Aﬀetions on things above, 
arFnoton' things on the Earth. ' The 
believing a [Judgment to come, ſhould” 
make me'carefut' fo" to walk, as that 
may not be condemned in ir. * My* be: 
lteving the Holy Catholick Chnrch and 
Communion of Saints, fhould render me 
mightcirchtnſpett to preſerve Charfry, 
which is the Bond, of Peace, and toavoid 
all'things deffrutive of' Carholick  U- 
| The Remiſltor of Sins, which T believe, 
ſhould make me higbly to eftecm all chofe 
Ways and Means which 'God hath” or- 
Cained 
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dained in his. Church to,convey unto meg 
this Remiſlion, and.to perform the Cons : 


dition on which itis promiſed.  _ | 

My believing ce riſing again of my 
Body, ſhould make me watchful againſk 
all things thac may keep it from being-in 


a fit condition to riſe to. Glory: z and to: | 


practice,all ſuch Vertyes-as may prepare 


it for that Heavenly Conditiog to which | 
I expet it ſhould be. raiſed.. And my | 


believing the Eife Everlaſting , ſhould 
make me diligene to, employ my ſhort: 


moment, of. Time here, that my Ever- ; 
laſting Life hereafter, may. be a. Lite of, 


Joy, and noc of Miſery. 


And thus from .all- the. Articles of the: | 
Creed, Lam to draw Motives. to ſtreng- | 
chen me in all Chriſtian Practice. ; to. | 
which end my. learning and believing of. 
them is defign'd.. And cill -I do. this, I: | 
cannot rationally pretend. to make good. ' 
what FE promiſed when. I was. baptized, . 
namely, To believe all. che Articles of 
the Chriſtian-Faith. And:without this, Þ. | 
think my elf. unfit. to-partake. of che. | 


Lerd's Supper. 


I now-proceed to Obedience, which you. 


have frequently taught me, is-the ſecond. 
Head: of my Chriſtian. Profeſſion ; and 


ay " 


that it has. the Men Commandments for- | 
ics Rule 3. and of theſe, as well as of the. | 
Creed, | 


7” &@ 
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' Creed, I ought to have a convenient 


Knowledge, both as to the Words and 


{ Meaning, before I come to the Lord's 


Table; becauſe the keeping of God's Com- 
mandments, is one part of that Vow 
which I have broken, and come ttuther 


And firſt, I have been Catechiſed, 


| That in each Commandment there is 
| ſomething required, and ſomething for- 


bidden; 1o that I may be guilty of trani- 
greſling ic, either by doing what I ought 
not todo, or by leaving undone what L 
ought to do. 

As to the things forbidden by the 
Firſt Commandment , I have learned, 
that they are chiefly Acheiſm, or the De- 
nial of God's Being, and the multiplying 
and ſerving of falſe Gods ; as alſo the not 
ſerving the only true God aright. And 
of this laſt I look upon my ſelf to hecome 
egregiouſly guilty, when I ſuffer any 
thing to ſhare with God in my Worſhip 
of Him; and when I am guilty of Hypo- 


* | crifie, Irreligion, Indevotion, Lukewarm- 


neſs, Hereſie, Schiſm, Apoftaſie, Infidelity, 
Preſumption, Deſpair, Carnal Security, 
Pride, Diſobedience, Impatience, and 


Murmuring, and wilful Ignorance af his 
Word. 


And 
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' Andl have been taught, "That by this 
ſame Commandment ir is required of me 
ro acknowledge bir One God, and to 
have Him for »#y God, and to love, fear, 
obey, and truſtin Him abore all others, 
and to ferve Him truly all che days of my 
Life. 

And as to the things forb:dden in the 
S:cond Commandment, I doubt not but 
taey are, "The appointing of any kind of 
Image for Religious Worſhip ; che repre» 
ſenting of God by a vitible likeneſs of any 
thing; the worſhipping of Creatures; the 


CO AIFORRP s he ati 


negle& of the Worſhip of the True God, | 
or the worſhipping Him after a falle | 


Manner. 
- And the Duties enjoined in this Com- 
mandment, are, to worſhip the only True 


} 
% 
7 


God, according to his own Preſcription | 


to worſhip Him both in my Body and 


Spirit; to bear a due regard to all the : 


, 
£ 


Parts of his' Worſhip, ' as Prayer , the | 
Word ,;- and Sacraments; to: come: to | 


them with ſuitable Preparation, and- to | 
yield a due Veneration ta all Places, Trmmer, | 


Perſons,” and Things, rightly fet apart for 
God's Worſhip. And'to fuch as thus 
worſhip Him, he hath promifed Mercy 
and Kindnelsz.but ha ithreatned- to be 
a ſevere Puniſher of them thac do other- 
wile, | 
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© In the Tbird Commandment, T am for- 
bidden all irreverent Thoughts of God 3 
all Blaſphemy, or diſhonourable mention 
of his Name; all Pe:jury, or breach of 
hawful Oaths-y all occaſtoning the Name 
of God and True Religion to be blaf- 
phemed. alle 
And, on the other fide, I am enjoined 
to think and ſpeak reverently of Gog's 
Name and Attributes ; to glorifie him in 
his Holy Word_.and Ordinances 3 to ufe 
his Name with Reverence in taking Re- 
ligions Oaths 3 to obſerve ſach Oaths 
with an holy Care and Conſcience ; and 
to glorifte his Name by a ptous Conver- 
ſation. 1 . 
The Fourth Commandment requtes 
me to keep hotyz or-to ſandific all ſuch 
Days, which are ſeparated from a Com- 
mon toa Religious Uſe. $i oP 
After God had in Six Days finiſhed ehe 
Works of the firſt Creation, he fantified 
the Seventh Day ,'and commanded his 
People to ſandihe it. But. after the 'Re? 
furretion' of Chrift', inſtead ' of the 
Seventh Day from the beginning of: the 
Creation, the Firſt Day'of the Week was 
hallowed, and called 'empharically The 
Lord's Day. ' And the. Obfcryation of ir 
has' been (the univerfat praf#ice of the 


Chriſtian Church. And Tthinkmy ſelf 


bound 
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bound to ſpend this Day in an eſpecial 


attendance on God's Service 3 ſuch as | 
Prayer, Preaching, Participation of the | 


Sacrament : Relieving the Poor,' Medi: 


cating upen the Works of Creation and | 


= 


Redemption, &'c. - 


And on this Day I have been taught, | 


that | am forbidden all worldly Under- 


takings and Employments, vain Sports | 


and Recreations, and all Actions but 
thoſe. of Piety, Mercy , Neceflity and 
Decency. 1% 

Now theſe four firſt Commandments; 
reſpe&t my Duty toward God ; and the 
ſix that follow,regard my Neighbour and 
my ſelf. '2 

And che firſt-of cheſe. ſix (which is the 
Fifth of the Ten) Commandments, may 
be called the Commandment of Relatr- 


ons: For it teaches ms firſt my Duty ta | 
my Natural Parents, and that I am to ho- | 
nour.them.. Which implieth, that I- am | 


Ds aha a A Inns rn ne 


PA ES WO RY > 


to fear,. reverence, ſuccour , and obey. : 
them. | It ſecondly teacherh me my Du: | 


co my Political Parents, namely, the | 


t 

King, and all in lawful Authority under 
him; whom-alſo I am to honour and 
obey... Ir ( id) teaches .me my. Duty 
to-my.. Ecclefiaſtical Parents , Spiritual 


Paſtors and Teachers... And it. likewiſe | 
binds me to carry. my ſelf lowly andre: | 
| verently. ! 
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werently to all my - betters. In ſhore, I 
have been taught, that this Command- 
ment doth concern all the mutual Duties 
among all forts. and degrees of Inferiours 
and. Swperiowrs , from the King to the 
Maſter of a Cottage. And there. is an 
eſpecial--Promiſe annexed to this Pre- 
cept, to-encourage all to obey it, .in:per- 
forming their reſpeRive Ducies-one t6 a- 
nother. 

In the Sixth Commandment, . which 
concerns Man's Life, all: thoſe things are 
forbidden me which any way tend to 
the injury of the ſame ;' as Hatred, cauſ- 
leſs and revengeful Anger , contrivance 
of Man's Death, occalions of, and actual 
and wiiful Murder. And at the ſame 
time this Commandment requires me, as 
far as Iam able, to preſerve the Life of 
Mans and that I ſuſtain ic with Food 
and Raiment, that I prudently avoid all 
Dangers, and conſcientiouſly fly from all 
luch Vices, whereby humane Life is ha- 
zardedz and which are deſtructive both 
of the Body and Soul of him that com- 
mits them. Such as Drunkenneſs, Un- 
cleannels, &c. 

In the Seventh Commandment, which 
concerns a chaſte Conſervation, I am 
forbidden all Atts of Adultery, and For- 
nication, together with unlawtul Mar- 

riage. 


os /Catechiqnie 
Triage... Abd likewiſe all ſack Thoughts, 


Looks, tre, and Words, as prompt and | 
inveigle ro Uncleanneſs. 1 have further | 


been taught, that by chis Commandmeint 
allt:ſach:things-are- forbidden as may 06 
caſion any of rheſe, as Itenefs, Excefsm 
eating. and” Drinking. - So that on the 


contrary, 1 am enjvined to keop my'Bb | 


dy in Temperance, Soverneſs, anU Chaſtity) 


0 pa” Modeſty in Thought, Beha- 


viour, anU Apparel. | 
1n.the Sigkch Commandment, which 


cotxcerns Matt's Eſtace,'I ati, az Þ have | 
been caught, forbidden all Defraudation, | 

or deceirtol Stealth, Oppreflion, and. vie | 
leat Robbery, Sacciledge, or pillaging of | 
God; all Bribery and with-holding other | 


, 
> | 
x 


Men's Dues, with all coverous Dettres. 

. And on' the contrary, I ant boand by 
viecue of this Command , to give to a 
their Dues, to live in ſorne lawful Cal- 


ling, and therein to be diligent ; to rc- 


[tore that which hath been ftolen ; ro 


 SEOEEEnE 


| 


| 


give Alms to the Poor, and to avoid the | 


Company of all ſach as would entice me | 


to break this Law. 

The Ninth Commandment, concerns 
Man's Good : Name, and forbids me to 
Lye, to raiſe or receive, or to divulge 
any falſe or malictous Reports againſt my 
Neighbour. It likewiſe forbids all ground- 
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The Catechumich., 27 
leſs Sufpicivns, togerher with ſuborning 


| and encouraging of falle Wicnefles. 


. And on the other hand, it enjoins me 
to love and ſpeak the Truth ; ro preferve 
my own Reputation, and when it is- ſea- 
fonable, co vindicate. my own Infos 


\ cence, and the Innocency of my Neigh- 
| bour, when I know either co be unjultly 


aſperſed. 
In the Laſt Commandment, which e- 


ſpecially reſpe&s Man's Defires, 1 am for- 
bidden to, covet my Neighboutr's Goods, 


| of what natare or fort foever: Andi am 


—_ to regulate my AtﬀeRions;: ro 
reſtrain all ſinful Defires 3 eo be contenc 
with my preſent Condition,/te learn and 
labour truly to get mine own living, and 
to d6 my Dary in that ftare of Life 
unto which it hath pleated God to call 


me. 
And now having piven this account 


of the Ten Commandments, 1 leave it to 


your upright Conſideration, wherher my 
knowledge of them be ſufhcient-10 quali- 
fie me for the Holy Communion. 

The Obedience I owe to theſe Pre- 
cepts, 1s the next thing that umportant- 
ly concerns me. And hereT openly con- 
fels, that it is not in my power to obey 
God's Commandments, wichont his ſpe- 
Clal Grace; but that if this be oc ſhed 

it 
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in my Heart, it will enable me to obey] 


them. And when my Obedience is rw, 


Faithful, and ſmcere, though mixed with} 


much Weakneſs, Imperfecions, and ma. 


ny' Sins, yet (if therein I live not wil 
impenient) I do unfeignedly be} 


fully 
lieve God will accept and crown it. 

Bur I have been often taught, thae this 
ſpecial Grace of God cannot be obtained 
bue by diligent Prayer; which you have 
told me is the Third General Branch of 
my Chriſtianity, and that it has for its 
Rule thac Divine Form Chriſt compoſed, 


and which from him is called The Lord' : 


Prayer. And this conſiſts of a Preface, ſix 
Petitions, and a Conclufion: Of each of 
which I will now give ſuch an account as 
I have learned from you, beginning with 
the Preface; namely, 


Dur Father which art in Heaven : | 


 Wherein I am taught to dire& my | 
Prayers to God, as 40 a Father whoml1! 
ought to approach with holy Reverence, þ 


and with humble Confidence that he will 
hear and grant what I pray for. | 

And to him only Prayers ought to be 
made, becauſe he only is every where 


preſent to receive them, and every way 


able to grant what is pray'd for. 


; 


The 
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The Six Petitions now follow, where- 
of the Three firſt concern God's Glo- 
ry; and the Three laſt concern Man's 
Wants. ... 3 


193i PETITLON I. 


"In this Petition I am raught to deſires. 
and chiefly, co endeavour, the glorification 
of God's Holy Name , which Name in, 
general ſignifies God Himſelf; iand in 
| particular all his Titles, as Lord, Zehowab, 
' &c., next, all his glorious Attributes or 
| Excellencies, cogether wich every thing 
that has a peculiar. relation unto him, as 
his Word, his Houſe, bis Day, &c., 

- $0 that, in this Perition I pray, - That 
God would ſtrike my, Heart with ſuch. an 
heavenly Awe, that I may humbly reve- 
rence his great Name, .and carry ſuch a 
 reſpe& to all chings that relate unto. him, 
and his Worſhip ,- as.way., manifeit my; 
Honour co his great Majelty ; .that; my. 
holy Profeſſion be not blaſphzmed, bur 
glorified by my ſelf and others. 


| 
| 


| 


PeTiIiTion IL i Ya 


Thy Kingdom come. 


Divines tell me, and I heartily believe, 
That God has a Threefold Kingdom: | 

1. A Kingdom of- Power, whereby 
he ruleth over all Creatures, even his proj - 
_ fſſed Enemies. bel 
' 2.*A Kingdom of Grage,” whereby he fer 
raleth iri the cares of his Children,” by |Ob 
his Pard and Spiris. © 

| hp Kingdom of Glory, which is i fur 
Heaven: And in a more:eminent matt} rey; 
ner ſhall begin atthe Nl EEE whey! b- 
Chrift og Man Y fil pe DR 
Hiagiom to God his Fa when all 'v. 
the Saints ſhall be'taken in to Reign with Idien 
him: And of this Kingdom there ſhallfis th 
be no end. IHea' 

And in praying that Gqd's KingdonfGod 

come, 1 detire, that God would "ftzk and « 

Dlifh his Throne, and Rule tor ever i} 'S6 
my Heart z | and 'by the Power of biffee. | 
Grace fubdue all thoſe rebellions Cotfrac, 
ruptions that exale themſelves again! hi 
him : That the Goſpel may be ferled wheift in ; 
ic is not received, that all the Ends of thi youlc 
Earth may ſee the Salvation of ChriliFis Se, 


That he would haſten the coming wg Fels ar 
| ing! 
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| Kingdom of Glory , and ſo conſummate 
and accompliſh the Kingdom of Grace. 


PETITION TIL 


| ThyWillbe done in Earth, as it fs 


>} Thave been conſtantly Catechized to 
believe, That the Will of God is either 
ie] /:cret or revealed ; and that I am to pay. 
Yy| Obedience ro them both; patiently fub- 
{| micting co God's fecrer Will, and chear- 
in} fully performing, as far as I am able, his 
In} revealed Will, as it is fer down in his 
6 Word. EY — 

tit! And as the doing of God's Will, and 
ali not my own, is the macrer of my, Obe- 
nt{dience, fo the manner of my Obudience 
altis the Example of the Holy Angels in 
{Heaven,” who execure the Commands of 
onfGod wich readinefs,. ſpeed, faithfulneſs, 
ftxſand conftancy. WOT 4c” 
19" 'So rhat in praying! Thp Tl he bone, 
lice. T' defire God to enable me by, his 
2otforace, theerfully © ſuffer God's Will'ia 
ini bis Afiitions, and readily co perform 
het in all his Commands. And that God 
 chQyvould give me of that Heavenly Zeal to 
riltÞs Service, wherewith the bleſſed An- 
f higels are inſpired': "That" T may obey his 
ing - C 2 Will, 


| 
| 
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Will, with che like warmth and cheerful: 
neſs: And that following 'them in their 
Obedience, while 1 am on Earth, I may 
be joined: with them to ſing eternal Prai- 
fes in Heaven. | 


Petition IV, 
Give us this Day our daily Bead. 


| 


| praying, I caſt my Cares upca God, an 

declare that only trom. his Fatherly Ha 
I expe. the .good things I want, a 
have the good things. I enjoy.;. and:tha 
by his Bleflings, the Creatures are ſand 
fied to.tmy, mogerate and:thankſul uſe. | 
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I likewiſe under the term of Daily 
Bread pray , That God would give me 
that continual ſupply of his Grace, which 
may ſuſtain. and nouriſh my Soul unto 
eternal Lite. ms | 


PETITION V. 


And fozgive us our Trepaſſes, &c. 


By Treſpaſſes, or Debts, are meant my 
Sins, for which 1 am daily to beg par- 
ton, and to beſeech God not to exact of 
me'tne Penalty of themz but to accept 
of Chriſt's Satisfa&tion for me, and for 


| his fake to diſcharge me from the Debr 


which I owe- to his Juſtice. And that T 
may not forfeit 'God's Pardon, by deny- 
ing mine to my Brethrenz I pray for thoſe 
Bowels of Compaſſion to ochers, which 
Iſtand in ſo much need offrom God. My 
forgiving others their Treſpailes, being 
here uſed as an Argument to move God 
to forgive. me mine. And if I who am 
prene to revenge, can by God's Grace 
forgive others; how much more will 
God, who is iafinite in Mercy, forgive 
me! But if I do not forgive, I ſhall noc bz 
forgiven. . 


C 3 7 PET 
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PETITION VI. 


- And leav us not into Temptation, 
but deliver us from Evil. 1X 


As in the former Peticion I am taught 
to pray for deliverance from the (auilt 
and Condemaation of Sin, ſo in this I 


Pray to be delivered from the Power of| 


Sia.. And ſeeing I am unable to with: 
ſtand choſe multitudes of Temptations 


that daily afſaule me, I beg of God cither| 


to reſtrain them, or in his Faichfulneſ 
not to ſuffer me to be tempted above 
what I am able; but in all my Temptatt 


ons co make me a way to eſcape; thatT} 
be not overcome by them. And becauſe 
Satan is that Evil One which is alway | 


tempting me to fin, I beleech God ta der 
liver me from him, and from being takein 
in his Snares. . 


The COoONCLUSTON. 


FN thine is the Kingdom, 'the 
Jower, and the Glozy, fo2 ever and 
ever. Amen. 


Some tell me that theſs Words are no 
eſlential part of the Prayer, but an addi- 


' 
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tion which | may uſe or omit, without 
any injury to this Sacred Form. 
But for my own part, I think theſe 
Words ought to conclude this and alt my 
Prayers ;- becauſe they contain an Ac 


knowledgment of God's Majeſty, Power, 
Glory, 'and Eternity, which. are chiet 


Motives to pray, and which give Life 
and Spirit to the Duty :. For theſe Excel- 


| Iencies being all in Him to whom. I pray, 


they are-as fo many Props to my Faith, 


and Aſſurances that I ſhall be heard. 


For it is a principal Reaſon for my 


paying to God, That his is the King- 


dom , and that he Rules over all the 
World ; and that as a good and loving 
King, he is caſie to-be entreated by his 
SubjeRs 3 ready to protect and: ſupply 
them amidſt all their Hants i 
tures. And by my acknawledgment of 


God's Kingdom, I oblige my ſelf to obey 


h's Laws, and ſubmirto his. Gavernment : 
So that while I retain any one Rebel-Luſt 
out of his Obedience, 1 cannot be 
thought to be in earneſt, when Ifay, Thy 


Kingdom come; and- Thine is the King- 


dom. 


The Power, 


The Belief of God's Power and All 
{ufficiency, 'is ' a ſecond Reaſon to pray 
unto him. It were to no purpoſe to make; 
a Petition to One: who is not able'to 'be- 
ſow what I defire : For i be the Will ne 
ver fo ready, yet where Ability is want 
ing, the Peririoner 15 never the nearer 6 
obrain' his Requeſt. 'But feeing God is 
my Father, he cannot wane Will; 'and 
ſeeing he is alſo my King , he cannot 


want Power to give what I ask him | 


Now ſceing that the Bowels of a Father, 
andthe Arm of a King; ' are both in him 
to whom *my Supplication is directed, l 
not'ohly may, but+ juſtly ought, to:rely 
upon him for all things neceſfary for ths 
Life, and the Life to come. | And when1 
fail to place'my whole and final Depen- 
dance on 'God, inftead 'of honouring, 1 
reproach him, when I acknowledge his 
Power. © od - | 11840 
The Gloyy, 

The Glory of God, as it encourageth 
my Prayers to him fo it is that of which 


himſelf is moſt tender: My Glory I wil 
*wot give 10 another. This is the aim of all 


his 
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his own Diſpenlations, and: ought to be 
'the end*of all -my -Fzich and Pradtice. 
And' when I tell God, that his: granting 
my Prayers: is for his "Glory," I'lay fb 
ſtrong -an ' Obligation upon him, 'as me- 
thinks he cannor reſiſt. -: But if che Ho- 
nour of all] have, or /arn;” be nor 'as'rc 
ought tobe, aſcribed tnto''God; from 
whom I receive all; if I impute any- 
thing to my ſelf, or: my own Procure- 
ment, I cannot ſay. as I ſhould, Thize x: 
the Glory.” a | | 


- __ © F02 ever any ever. jon 
2) This -is my:acknowledgment of | God?s- 
Eternity, that he's the ſame jeferdayy; ro 
day, and for wer. His Ningdom halt 
have:no_end, and. his Power and: Glory. 
is not like that of Earthly Princes fading. 
and tranſitory bur: Erernal;; wirtidue be- 
ginnirig andiend:! iWere io makerimy 
Requeſts ro'a mutable and w-martal iGadz. 
one. ſubject to-change orending, ſhould; 
want one of the moſt concluding Argue: 
ments for Prayer. Bueſecing he;awhem: 
IPerition,. is: {or-ever, and :ever the fame: 


'+$ 
1 6 


| merciful Gods; who hath: always: haard;; 


and-tboth ſill hear ; the: Prayers: of. poor) 
penicent. Sinners :. Far ever a Mingy,.and; 
obliged co help. Ni Subje&s; 10s & 60. 
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..a Patentate, and ſo able rq.do:them good, 
"and one,; for whoſe Glory, it is to grant 
my Requeſts.z I may wich comfort/con- 
clude, ; f,.0 
ful and Everlaſting Father, will bear, and 
do for me, though-not always according 
to my wiſh and.defire, yet always -as he 
ſhall ſee moſt.convenient for. me- . | 


Amen. 


© With this1 am told the Fews nſed to] 


cloſe all their Prayers 3 and that the Chri- 


ſtian Church enjoined.the Pople in their} 
Liturgies, to conclude all "their Prayers} 


with this alſo. And it 'was thought' of 
{o great importance, that it! was called 
tne Seal of Prayer. And by my hearty 
and zealous ſaying Amen to what-is pray: 
-- 151 My faithful affurance and. reliance 
npoirGod, .that he will hear me as he has 
promiſed: Cai! upor we inthe day of tronblt; 
and 1 will bear thee: Ak, and ye ſul 


| bavr. 


the Congregation , thar I agree with 
them, and''that. we alt do preſent but 
one-common Vote ; that with one Hear 
and:one Voice we all petition God. - And 
t have:this to. engourage. ine in -this Har 

Conv mony 


hat-this Almighty, moſt Merci- 


2. [expreſs by my ſaying { Amen} with| 


> > ror et = 27 Sn in 


8 + ag — _ oF "3 > ot $0, - tee £ 

ff = bs rd 5 2 n 0 3 a> 

Yo < 75 RO 22 - 

. 6 c 

; . 

. " 

" Tht- ; $ 

2 \ » 

v 


grant the Requeſts of Two. or Three. ga- 
ther'd togecher in his Name, he will 
much. mare lend his Ear to: a ptous Mul- 
ticude, to a whole Congregation... 

\'2, My humble. and. zealous-ſaying 
Amen, doth -reſtifie my Ateetition'to-the 
Prayers «i That:Lam not aſleep, orihave 
my Thoughts - wandring:- And: indeed 


| one! way-to: keep out drowſineſs. and di- 


firaded, idle and. impertinene- Thoughts - 


_ acthe hearing. of 'Prayers, is the:Conſi- 


deration that .atthe end thereof 1 am ito 


ic} fay Amen; thatis, Lam,as it were; to 


and that 'by ſo doing I challenge a ſtiere 
therein. And. indeed if I negle&this, I - 
can ſcarce expect any part or-intereſt- in-. 
the Prayers that are made. gf, tows 
\-To:conclude, In this Word { Amen} all : 
the Prayer is: ſumm'd: up and abridged; 
and it-was:} as 1 have been: taught,; of : 
ſack fingulac importance with.the Primi- 
we Chriſtians, - that. they ſpoke. it with 
ſo:great/Zeat,: as that hewho-heard: theiw 


Voice, would. w_ thought it! had: -beert 


a xoacing/Sea,or Thunder x which ſhould . 
awaken. my: Drowſinels;;. and: moye. ms 
wih Vigour and Warmth, to. dechare my 


fervent  Defires to: have. Bag Prayers 


& 


heard of:God:, : 10 which .I ſay Jug) rn 
{wh earty:.*, 


MP Pentye humble, —=r bealous 2 


I Dutttine f FT Ml an; | 


In the Creed I have been caught, That 
GoG'by: his:Son hath 'redeemed me and 
all Mankind ;ahd:inthe Dodrine of the 
Szeraments (which makes thelaſt part of 
my Cntethiſm) Thave been taught, how 
that by chem God doth'-exhibit and ſeal 
vnto--Believers, that Redemption which 
Ont purchaſed for them. -. .' 

'! And'as tothe Number of. theſe. Sar 


cients; Thavslearned they-are but. Gap er | 


and'only: Two; inamely; Bapt iſe, and 
the Lirds Supper. ' And: I am Convineed, 


thatall-Men ought to receive-theſe Two, 


who deſire to be faved::: Which I:dv not 
{5 underſtand, as if God could-noc--fave 
without them; «but: that-they- are the in: 
ſtrumental Means, and ordinary Seals; by 
which God hath promifed-to:convey and 


affure Chriſt's Merics to me; and conv | 


mended 'me-ehis-vay' ro: receive them; 
ſo that-wilfully! tro negieRt, or co . want 
the Sacraments when they may: be had; 
is to coſt -aſide- God's Orditiance,rwhich 
everv-'/Chriſtian is bound co obey. / And 
as I have been tau he,:fo T look upon the 
Sactgments ,- as the conditional oo 
/ whic 
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which God' requires! to: be;'obſerved-of 
them unto. whomhe: imparts his Grace: 
Not:as if this Grace, whereof a; Worthy 
Receiver - partakes-, | were :a natiral, -or 


ſupernatural Quality in the Sacrament 


but that it 4s from God Himſelf, which 
is the. Author -ot-che Sacrament x: 10: that 


 Grace:ts received: from God:iby means:6f 


the Sacraments. | :. nd: 053. ON 7090: 

> ;And.chis [I have tearned'notonly:from 
you who: are our Pariſh-Divine;: but; ab 
{o from Mr.. Hocker,  whiole:Judgment I 
have: heard ' nivch praiſed by=rmariy. of 
our beſt Clergy. : This: (faith he)-:is the 
Neceſlicy 'of Sacraments: "That: faving 
Grace, which | Chriſt:-originally i4s;: or 
hach for the general Good of this: whole 


Church, by Sacraments he 1everally de- 


rives intoevery Meniber thereof. - Sacra- 
ments ſerve: as:the:Inftruments of God 
to.that End and Purpoſe. \:Moral. Inftru- 
ments,. the Uſe. whereof isit our Hands, 
the Effect in his :: For the Uſe we have 
his expreſs, Commandmentz for the 'Ef- 
fe, [his eonditionatiPtamiſe:: |:So 'that 
withait.our @btdienceto the one;. there 
5:/no/@pparent afſurance: of 'theother : 
As $ontramwile,.whereithe Srgns ahd Sa- 
craments of; : his: Grace, :are . nor. either 


. through Contempt unreceiv'd, or-not re-- 


&v'd. with : Contempt ;: we are .nat.ro 
f doube 
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Houbtbot they really give what they pro». 


miſe; and-are what chey:ſignifies:.  ». 
- FE folly acquiefce (as to this Point) in 
the Judgment -of this Conſiderable Au- 
thor. The Sacraments of the Chriſtian 


Church, ate, as I ſaid, Two; namely, 


Baptifn: , and: che Lord's Supper.” By. 
Baptifm: F'/have) my. 4 dmiflion and En 


trance into the Church ;'and' ar. is: the: 
Waſhingoof: Regeneration, by which TI: 


am-new-born : And by che Lord's Snp- 
er:(to: which: I now earneſtly defire co 
adminted) Lbeieve's:thall be nourifhs 
ed; preſerved; 'and' grow np -in Chriſt. 


And:thefe!"Two' Sacraments I am fure | 


wereof Ehrilt's own.appointmemr. .- And 
ſeeing that by ' the one I am entred into 
the Chriſtian Profeſlion,'and bythe ocher 
Lam therein ftrengthned and made-per- 
feat; Ikeno need of anymore. 407 

And not to'troublemy ſelf with the/ſe- 
cular uſe of the Word Sacrament, it ſerves 
my turn to underſtand ic im the Senſe of 
the Church; which cells- me-it is arr out=- 
watd and viſible Sign, of :aniinward and 

tricual Grace, Ordained: by ChriſÞhiaw 


If anda Means whereby we receive the: 
ſame: Grace; and-a Pledge to-afſure us- 


thereof, Now this Deſcription of a Sa- 

crament; I have been often cold, is che 

uncafteſt Point-in, all my Cacechiſin : i 
WI 


J 
QY 
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witi:-Qerefore, in order co be- better im- 
form'd, fer down-my ſenſe of this De- 


OO. 916: fs 


nd. firſt, by an Outward: aud Fiftble 


Sign, I underſtand that which preſents it 


kif to my Eye, and repreſents ſomewhat 


«lſe:to 'my': Underftanding. ' As for-ex- 
-ample, in'Baptiſna he Outward and Vilible 


Sign is Water, wherein the Perfon is dip- 
by or ſprinkled. And the inward- and 
piritual Grace which is thereby ſignified, 
is a Deathunto Sin, and a New-birth un- 
ro Righteoufneſs, both which-by- the 
means of Baptifm, are/iconyeyed to the 
Baptized.--- + - POINTS VAT} ON 
\. | have heard'you, Catechizing' vpon 
this Point, declare, "That it -was the an- 
cient manner of | Baptiſm, to put the 
Perfon baptized under Water, and then 
torake him out again; and that rhis was 
done co [ipnifie his 'dying unto Sin; and 
riſing -z#gain-to Newnelſs of Life. © © 
-" The firſt declared the weakning, the 
deading, and putting off of Sin : The 
laccer ſhewed the performance of thoſe 
AQions of Men, 'who 'being quickned 
by the Spirit, endeavour to ſerve God 
all their Days in-Righteouſneſs and crue 
Holineſs. 
- And im the Lord's Supper there is alfo 
an Outward and Viſtble Sign, —_— 
$1637 read 
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.Bread ahd& Wine; and an, inward: Pattvr 
-Thing :ſignified;: ro: wit, the;::Badyi:and 
Blood of Chriſt, which are .:ſpiricual. 
ly; received-by: all  worthy':Communi- 
cants, and which. being. fo received, 
their Souls are ſtrengthned-and retrethed; 
and the fame - Effet is wrought - in. the 
Inner Man, by the Holy Myſteries which 
is. in: the- Outward . by: cheſe Elements. 


And as ſtrength is from. Bread, and | 


cheerfulneſs from Wine 3 fo I hope, and 
expe, that when I am admitted to;the 


Lord's Supper, my Heart-will-be eſtabliſh- | 


ed. by Grace, and my Soul ſtrengthned, 


and my Conſcience made chearful and | 
light with the Bleſſings and Benefits chat 


the Sacrament will exhibit, ſeal, and' con- 


vey unto me 3 ſtill ſuppoſing that | am | . 


in ſome, competent; meaſure fic to-com- | 


municate. 'And in order to be ſo, I have 


learned from, my: Catechiſm, that theſe | 


following Duties: are, required, of «me; 
namely, Self-Examination, Repentafice, 
Faith, Thankfulneſs, and Charity. | 

_ And. for my;afliitance -in- the Know- 
ledge and Examination, of theſe Graces, 
I have choſen The Introduttion to the Secra- 
ment, written: by - Dr;;Addiſen,; Dean of 
Litchfield, on purpoſe for ſuch Capacities 
as my own; And if after this familiar ac- 


count of my- Knowledge. in Religion, 
you 


you (to whom I commit the Care of my 
Son!) ſhaitjudge ms competent to be ad- 


mitted to the Lord's Table, Ifhallefteem 
my Condition happy, as being perſuaded 
that I have no other means to repair my 
Vow of Baptiſm , which by numerous 
ways; I Have broken, and to renew the 
Covenant I made with Cod when I was 
Chriſten'd ; and to. be reſtor'd to all the 


 Benefics of Baptiſm, forfeited by. the Sins 


I have committed fince I was baptized 
Ifay, Iam perſuaded that I cannot ob- 


| tain theſe things . by any other Appointed 


means, but by a due receiving the holy 


Communion. 


THE 


THE i 

Young Perſon's Devotions. 
Upon his firſt Admiſſion 
To the Loxv's T\aBLE. 


_ Expoſtulation. ih, v 


\ A 7" thou then, O God, vouch- 
. F »  fafe me to nartake of that 
which my Soul has ſo long thirfted 


after! Shall I this Day be admitted | 
a Gueſt at that Divine Banquet, from | 


which my own Unworthineſs ought 


for ever to exclude me! Wilt thou | 


be ſo gracious to a miſerable Sinner, 
as to accept of a renewing of the 


Covenant I made in Baptiſm, after | 


that by numerous ways I haye y1o- 
lated and broken it !' Then, Lord, [ 


will not abſent my ſelf, but draw | 


near, hoping to be found in the num- 
ber 


Mt cn th E 


P23 © 
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ber of thoſe whom thou doft invite; 
evenof thoſe who truly and earneft- 
ly repent of their Sins; who are in 
Love and Charity with their Neigh- 
bofrs :- who intend* to lead a new 
Life, to follow thy Commandments, 
and to walk from henceforth in thy 
Holy Ways. For upon theſe, and 
no Termselſe, do I come to the Ho- 
ly Sacrament j; which yet I dare not 


| receive, till with all Humility of 
| Soul and Body, I have proftrated 
| my ſelf, and made Confeſſion of my 


$10s. 


The Confeſſion. 


| "A Lmighty God, Father of our 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Maker of 
all Things, Judge of all Men ; 1 ac- 
knowledge and bewail my manif61d 
Sins and - Wickedneſs, whichI from 


| time to time moſt grievouſly have 


committed by Thought, Word, and 
Deed, againſt thy Divine Majeſty, 


provoking moſt juſtly chy Wrath 


and  Indignation againſt me. . I do 
| earneſt- 


earneſtly ..repent ,. and am heartily 
ſorry tor theſe my Miſdoings; the re- 
membrance of them is grievous to 
me.; the burden, of them is intole- 
rable.. : Have mercy npon. me, ;have 
mercy. upon; me, moſt. merciful Fa. 
ther ;: for. thy Son, our Lord - Jeſus 
Chriſt's fake, forgive me all that is 
paſt, and grant that I may ever here- 


after ſerve and pleaſe thee in New- | 
neſs.of Life, to: the Honour and Glo- | 
ry of thy. Name;through Jeſus Chriſt | 


our Lord. 
Prayer for Pardos. 


Orgive me, O Lord, whatſoever 


” TI have tranſgrefs'd-againſt thee, | 
from the time of my Baptiſm, even | 
to this very Moment, whether againſt | 


Knowledge, or through Ignorance, 
at home or abroad, {leeping. or wa- 
king, in Thoughts, Words, or Deeds: 
W hether occaſion'd through the fiery 
Darts .of my Ghoſtly Enemy, .or by 
the unclean Deſires of my' own 
Heart ; have mercy.”upon- me; and 

grant 
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grant : rhe - pardon . through Jeſus 
Chriſt, Amen. 1 it -: Es 
. Remember not! the Sins of 'my 
Youth, nor-my: Tranſgreſſions3-/Ac4 
cording: to thy - Mercy ! remember 
me, for thy Gaodrie(s1ake;; OLord.*! 

Lord,the Sins of theſe my younger 
Days are many, the Breaches innu- 


merable, wherewith I have igno- 


rantly or fooliſhly, for waritof Know- 
ledge” or Conlideration, 'offended a- 

ainſt thee : Lay them: not, | 'be- 
eech- thee, to my Charge; but-of 
thy own free Mercy and Compaſ- 
fion. to a wretched Sinner; be' thou 
pleaſed to be reconciled unto me, and 
ſeal. the ſame to my Squl by this blef- 
ſed Sacrament. 

; For thy Name's ſake, O.Lord, par- 
don my_Iniquity, for'it is great. - + 
.1:l-have many ways greatly ſinned 
againſt rhee, and have no:ground of 
hope for Mercy, but only from' thy 
free abundant Pardon, which Tknow 
exceedeth my Sins,; and for which 'T 
am' the more: abundantly qualified, by 
how much my ftate is more.truly:m1- 
ſerable, 
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ſcrable. | -Oa: the: account therefore | T0 


of thy Free Pardon to the greateſt 
Sianers , ſo they be cruly penitent, 
I beſcech thee toi'be reconciled unto 
me, who: this Day unfeignedly re- 
pent, and turn tothee. 


cn-Mik purifying the Heart. 


£ k Hearts: be open, all Defires 


Holy Spirit, that bmay ſincerely love 
thee, and worthily magnifie- thy holy 


Name, through Jeſus Chrilt our | 


Lord. Ames. 


- © Lord, give me Grace this Day: | 
to receive the blefied Body and Blood | 


ofthy Sor, my moſt bleſſed Saviour, 
into a clean, chavicable, and'thankfub 
Heart, that it may perfely cleanfe 
me from all Dregs of Sin ; that be- 
ing made clean, it- may nouriſh -me 
in'/Faith, . Hope, Charity; and Obe- 
dience,with all. other Fruirs- of ſpiri- 


tual 


A Lmighty God, unto whom all | 


known, and from whom no Secrets | 
are. hid ;; cleanſe the Thoughts of | 
my Heart bythe Inſpiration of thy | 
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rial life and prowth in'thee: Thar 


inall the future courſe of my Life, 1 
may ſhew my ſelf ſach an engrafted 
Member: into. the Body of thy Sor, 
that I may never be drawn to doany 
thing that may diſhonour his Name. 
Grantthis,/' O Lord, T-beſeech thee, 
even for bis Merit and Mercy fake. 
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| A Emighty God, and moſt mer Z 


| ful Father, give me, I beſeech 
thee, that Grace, that T may duly 
examine the-irimoſt of my Heart/and 
my moſt fecter Thovghts, that I may 
3 Ye thee. Lord, 
[ confeſs all my Sins, and my Un- 
worthineſs to preſent my felf at 


| - thine Altar. Bit thou, and thou 


only. canſt forgive Sin, and give 
trne Repenttance; do both, moſt gra- 
cions Father, and then dehold F am 
clean to come unto thee. Lord; 
make me a worthy Recetver of that 
for which I come, even Chriſt, and 
Forgiveneſs of Sin in Chrilt ; _=_ 

tnac 
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that- for. his own. Merey, lakh Ay De 
thine. Amen. __ | the 


Har belief of Chrif's gt yo wr withay Lif 
nfipeing: FhtIPaAnereo, ym 7 1211] Jel 
\8j-! Þ v 6171 36774 112414 1 for 
GN Lord God, A, My. AE: 1. 
'@) and:while others diſpute,grant | 1»; 
that [may ſtedfaſtly believe; behold | | 
I quarrel. not. the.. Words .of thy Son | 
my Saviour's bleſſed Inſtiturion : [| 
know. his. Words are. no, groſs unnz-| 1 
tural Conceit , but - they are Spirit | blei 
and,Life, and ſupernatural. He hath |der 
promiled-me., i 1f I come; worthily, [So 
that h ſhall receive bis -moft precious [my 
Body and Blood, with all the Benefirs |tim: 
of Paſſion, without amuſing my ſelf [me ; 
then about. the, manner of receiving |wor 
Hirm, Lord, make; me able, make }acco 
me warthy t to receive Himg for s grant [4c 
me-this-Favour, and I know. I .Can 
no moredie eternally,. than his Body [Lol 
and, Blood can again die and be ſhed. 
Lord,: ſo. waſh and, cleanſe my Soul, 
that I may now and at all times elſe 


come. prepared by hearty Prayers and Þly | 
Devo: 
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Devotion, and be made worthy by 
the Grace'of this bleſſed Sacrament, 
the Pledge and Earneſt of eternal 
Life, in the Merits of the fame Holy 
Jeſus, who gave his Body and Blood 
for me. Awer. 


| Immeatately before the [t2ht of the 
Bread. | 


(:? Lord God, how I receive the 
A - Body and Blood of my moſt 
bleſſed Saviour the Price of my Re- 
demption, 1s the very Wonder of my 
Soul: Yet that I do receive them, 1s 
my firm and conſtant Belief. At this 
time they are graciouſly tender'd to 
me and my Faith : Lord, make-me a 
worthy Receiver, and beit unto me 
according to my Saviours Word. 
Amen. 4 


| Looking upon the Bread and Wine, Joy. | 


Thou that ſitteſt on' high with 
the Father, and art here inviti- 
dly preſent with us; come and ſan: 
Etihe 
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aiftie theſe thy Creatures of Brea 
and Wine, and thoſe by whom they 
are to be received. Ames. 


As the Bread 3s coming to yon, <a, 


Et thy Body, I beſcech thee, (} 

, Lord Jeſu Chriſt, which wat 
given for me, preſerve my Body ang 
Soul unto everlaſting Life ; and 
grant that I may take and ear in 16 
membrance that thou haſt died fo 
me, and feed on thee in my Hear 
by Faith and Thankſgiving. Amen} 


I 


As the Wine is brought, ſay, 


Et thy Blood, I beleech thee, ( 
'$S Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which wa 
ſhed for me, prelerve my Body and 
Soul unto everlaſting Life ; and gran} 
I may drink this in remembrance thy 
Blood was ſhed for me, and be thank 
fal. Amen. 
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To che Righe Worſhipful 
7] kKOB. HY DE, Efq; 
| Ns 
- | My Truly Worthy, and much 


Honoured Patron. 


| SIR, 


F HE following Papers were at 
lex firſt only deſigned for the Help 


= © and Dervice of my own F4ri- 
| ſhioners, ( your Tenants; ) and being 
} reſobved to expoſe them to Publick 
| Cenſure , I needed not deliberate to 
| whom they were due ; nor aid an 
| Thought interpoſe but this one, That 
| they were not worth yeur Eye or Owning. 
| However, I conceived they might ſerve 
-| 45 a Whnels of my deep Ap —_—_ of 
| your Generous and Friendly Patronage. 
And therefore, with all heartineſs and 
beighth of Gratitude, I put theſe Pa- 
pers into your hands, hoping that when 
| ou read them over, you may meet with 


D 4 ſomes 


Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


ſomething beſides my Frailties , event 
hoſe Truths which will make 30u for 
ever happy. 

Hind 9: p, Sr, bein? no great Fr jen | 
to the common Vanity of Letters Dedr 
catory , pardon me, that for making 
Court 79 you, 1 humbly apply my ſelf 
to your gracious Maker, { hat you mu 
enjoy Health and Proſperity, and be 
long, long happy in the inviolable Af- 


fefton of that Honourable Lady; your 
truly Noble and Pions Conſort ; and\ 


that the God of Bliſſings may daih} 


bieſs you both. 


Y-.ur moſt Obliged, and 


Moſt Humble Servant, 


L. Addiſon. 


AN 


, 


IU TRAIN TOONS 


A N 
INTRODUCTION 
TO THE. 


Sacrament. 


wy 


I. Eing in your behalf to enquire 
into the Duties you are to 
diſcharge, when you come 
to the Holy Sacrament; -be- 
fore I deſcend to a diſtin handling 
thereof, give me leave firſt ro mind you 

of 'the i-End-- of your. coming thither 
which I take to be none other, than 

chiefly ro renew the Covenant you- made 
with God in Baptiſm; who is pleaſed in 
great mercy to admit you to. the Lord's 

Table, in order to repair. your Vow of 


| Baptiſm, after that by numerous ways 
-you have broken it. '. And when it-ſhall 


be your . Care worthily to. Communicate, 
God will vouchfafe graciouſly ' to accepr 
you, and in the Lord's Supper to reſtore 

Ds5 you 


& 


700 -—_ forfeited Benefits of your 
tiſm. 

- IT. Seeing then that the renewing of 

Jour Covenant is the great Buſineſs of your 
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coming to the Blefjed . Communion , it is 
highly reaſonable that you have a full | 
and clear. underſtanding of the nature | 


of chat Covenant which you are to renew, 
And in order hereunto, you are to know 
in general, That the Covenant to be re 
newed by you, is that into which you en: 
ter'd at Baptiſm: Where the Covenant 
God at firftmade wich Mankind (which 


is the Foundation of all Chriſtianity) is. 
applied to every particular Perſon} who | 


at Baptiſm folemnly give up their Names 
unto, Chriſt, afd enter upon che Profel- 


fon of his moſt holy Religion. And to! 


the end you may more clearly compre 
hend this important Truth, it is:conve- 
nient that you little: reflect ppon that 
dauble Covenant God made: with Adams 


as he. was not only. the; Patriarch, but Re: | 


preſemtative:of all Mankind. . | 
-b&JH. Where you may find that the firſt 
Covenant was made: with Adam, imme- 
diately upon his Creation, when he was 


- = In his fauriſhing Integrity, and endued not 
rely. with a pettedt Knowledge of bis] 


ty; but withia- fufficient Power of 'per 


forming it: When Adm (Lay) was in 
A a 
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a moſt-excellent State and:Condation,, Gol 
made: an Agreement with him. to this 
purpoſe; viz. That if he'-took care to 


| continue in Obedience to: his Maker, 
| then his Know!edge and Strength ſhould re- 
] main; and after. a long and pleaſant Lits 
| upon Earth, at laſt hz ſhould eicher pur 
| offhis Body, or have ic, together. with 


his Soul, raken-/ up into. Heaven ; and 
therein both be happy and glorious to all 
Eternity : Bur if he difobeyed, and. fo 
broke this Covenant, he was to loſe the 
perfet Knowledge of his Duty , and his 


4 Sirength of perfealy diſcharging it ; and 


was alſo to be ſubject to temporal Death, 
which is a feparation of the Soul from 


os 
| | the Body for a cime ; and to death eter- 


nal, which is a Baniſhment from God's 
eracious Preſence for ever. And as up- 
on his breach of Covenant Adam was. li- 


 able-co che firſt ſort of Death, and in the 
| pointed time ſuffer'd it 3 fo had he like 
| viſe undergone the ſecond kind of Death, 


if God in his unſpeakable Mercy had. 
nut come to. new Agreement with him- 
Now all chat you, need to know conter- 
ning the firſt Coverant, is, . (1.) That 
the Condicion thereof was wonderful 
eafie for Adam to have oblerved, ſee- 
Ing no more was required of him than an 
#ſtinence from one Tree only in the. 

Gar- 
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Gerden where God had placed him; 
which Reſtraint could not be grievous, 
ſeeing he was allowed a freedom of all 
the reſt. (2.) That Adam, at his Wite's 
inſtigation, eat of the Forbidden Tree, 
and by eating thereof , broke the firlt 


Covenant ; the effe&s whereof were no 


milder than the loſs both of the Know- 
ledge 'and Ability of doing what God 


required'of him: For immediately upon | 


his tranſgrefling God's Commandment, 
the Lig that was in Adam became dim, 
and his Strength (like Sampſon's upon the 
cutting off of his Locks) was extreamly 


-weakned 3 ſo that he became ſo feeble | 


and defective, and miſerably crippled 
both in his Underſtanding and Wl , that 
he could neither clearly diſcern, nor ex- 
aclyexecute his Duty. (3.) You are 0 
know, That all Men being in the Loins 
'of Adam, were infected with his Sin, and 
tike him, -became deſtitute of a right une 
derftanding of their Duty, and Ability to 
diſcharge itz backward co Good , and 
prone to Evil: . Humane Nature upon A- 
*Gamys Fall becamelike a ſick Stcmach, which 
*deth nz 'only leath what is wholſome, but tuft 
:#fter that which z quite otherwiſe. 
- TV. But when Adam by Dilobedience 
'had forfeited the Benefits of the f/f, God 
"was pleaſed to make him a ſecond Cove 
455) nant, 
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nent, and therein to accept of another, to 
paythe Debrs, and perform the Duties in 
his ſtead, for which he had made him- 
elf alrogether unable and inſolvent. And 
this is that Covenant which only now 
concerns you, and which at the Com- 
munion you are to renew, and whereof 
you ought co have a full and clear under- 
ſtanding: For ic would ſound very oddly 


- for a Man to pretend a moſt ſolemn re- 


newing of he knows not what ! 

 V. Now in tracing out the'nature of 
this Covenant, you will find it was made 
-with all Mankind in 4dam, immediately 


_ upon his Fall: I ſay, Immediately upon his 


Fall; for conſidering the great LoveGod 
ever bore Man, you may imagine he 
would not ſuffer our Great Parent to lie 
long under the torturing Reflettions and 
beliſh Pains, with which his Conſcience 
was loaded by the Conſideration of his 
Sin, and which have ever been found to 
be the moſt natural Efets of doing vis 
ciouſly z but that he preſently relieved 
his aflited Mind, by entring into a gra- 
tious Compact with him, and ſhewing 
him how he and his Off- (pring were to 
be ſaved from that DeſtruQtion he had 
brought upon both. And the firſt reve- 
lation of this Covenant is met with in 
Gen, 3: 15« Which with greater plainneſs 

is 
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is repeated: Gen. 22. 17, 18, compared 


with Ge. 12.3. and Ger.'18. 18. The 
Concenes of which Texts, the Son of $+ 


, 
; 


rach calls the Blefling of' all Men and the 


Covenant, Ecclefiaſticin 44.22. | 

VI. And ſeeing; as has been faid, That 
rhe great Buſmeſs of your coming to the Lord's 
Table, is to renew the Covenant of your Bap- 
zi/m, which you have' broken 3 (which 
Covenant of Baptiſin' is no other than 


the ſecond Covenante- made with Man:- - 


kind in general, applied to you in par- 
ticular) you are to underſtand, That 4 
Covenant (as we now confider it) # 4 
mutual A4preement betwixt God and Man, 


conſiſting of Mercies on God's part made over 


ro Men, and of Dnties Cor Conditions) on 
Man's "part required by Go. So that'it' is 
neceffary for you to know, | 
1. What the Mercies are, which on 
God's part are made over to Man. 
'2.' Whar the Conditions are, which 
en Man's part are required by God. 


VIE. And fr, as co che Mercies which 


on God's part afe made over to Man in 
the ſecond Covenant, the ſum thereof is 
the: Seed" of the Woman , or the ſending 
Chriſt to take upon him the Nature of Man, 
awd to be as a Second Adam to ſupply what 
was wanting in the Firſt, and to perform that 
finleſs Obedience which was the Condition Ml 

IE 
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| {i .Covenant'; he being: both in Birch 
and. Converſation. abſolutely innocent. 
And\though: the; thus. ſexiding. of Chriſt 
(the' Second Perſon - of the ineffable Tri- 
nity) be the abricgmene of all the Mer- 
cies of the Second Covenant ; yet under 
this Title many Benefics are contain'd, 


For you are not to-imagine-that -che Son 


of God' came only. to-gaze upon, the Mi- 
ſeries, and to: condole the Wretchedneſs 
of that Nature he had; taken, or to-paſs 
by «s as the Prieſt and Levice did the 
wounded Traveller : But with the good 
Samaritan, he bound up our: Sores, and 
provided us of all choſe means of recove- 
ry. whereof we. were. utterly deſticute, 
and. put us in a right way. of -. being 
and continuing healthy. And this he 


i 5 

VIH.. Firf, By ,making known unto 
3ou, and as many as believe on him, the 
whole Will of God ; affuring all ſach as 
fail not to do- it, that they ſhall meec 


with a moſt gracious Acceptance, and 


bountiful Reward. During the time of 
Chriſt's croubleſome Pilgrimage upon 


Earth, you know it was one chief pare 


of his Employment. to- give ſuch Com- 
wands and Counſels, as by their own in- 
ward Goodneſs were ſufficient to approve 
thomſelves ro Man's- rational _— 
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His Do@rine wore no Veil; nor was i: 
wrapt up in Types and Shadows; but 
' both/inits Perſpecuiry and Fuftice, Chriſt 
ſhew'd himſclt to be the Son of © Rig hrteouſ: 
-eſ3, Mal. 4. 2. He would not ſuffer hi 
Goſpel, like Moſes's Law, to conſiſt in 


Carnal,but Spiritual Obſervances 3 not in | 


Cleanſing the Pollutions of the Body, but 
in purifying the Afﬀedctions of the Soul, 


And by giving a Law proper to this end, | 


*heproved himſelf to be a true Prophey, 
whoſe Work is not only to foretel what 
ſhall be hereafter (though in this ſtricteſt 
ſence of the Word, Chriſt was ſo far 
forth a Prophet as was needful for his 
Church) butto inſtru& what Men are to 
do; 'to-expound, fignifie,and make known 
the Mind and: good Pleaſure of God. 
And this he did in his Sermons, eſpecial- 
ly in that on. the-Mount;. wherein he 


hath ſhewn upon what Terms eternal | 


Blefſedneſs is to be had under the Goſpel. 
He alſorevealed ſome Commands of God, 
which were not before ſo expreſly revea- 
led ; and expounding-ſuch as were ſo ob: 
{curely revealed in the Old Teſtament, 
that Men thought! not themſelves fully 
obliged to obey them. | 

IX. And as a Prophet too, or foveraign 
Inſticutor of the Church, Chriſt appoin- 
red Ceremonies and Diſc:pline, or Sacra- 

ments 
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ments and Eccleſiaſtical Cenfures: All 
which he Celivered either in Parables, or 
plain Propoſitions. To which you are to 
givea willing and full Afnc, a cheerful 
and ready. Obedience not deſpifing or 
negleting the uſe. of whatever he hach 
thought fir topreſcribe. And if you cannot 
at firſt fight ſo clearly comprehend'ſome 
Myſteries of the Goſpel, your Reafon 


(wti:h in ic ſelf is proud and carnal) 


muſt be ſubjed to Faich, which can eaſily 
wade through thoſe Depths, which to 
Reaſon are unpaſſable. Above all, give 
diligene attention to Chriſt as your great 
Prophet, being ready and deſirous ro be 
duly inform'd of that Will of God which 
he came to reveal. - | 

X. And as the firſt Mercy ofche ſecond 
Covenant was to have Chriſt to be a Pro- 


het in the ſence now mentioned 3 ſo 


another Benefit thereof was to have him 
tobe your Prieſt. You meer in Scripture 
with ewo Orders of Prieſthood, viz. one 
of Aaron, and another of Melchiſedeck. 
The Office of the Aaronical Prieſthood 
conſiſted chiefly in Sacriticing, not Ex- 
cluding Bleſſing of the Peo- 

ple. Bute the Office of the Gen.14.18. 
Melchiſedechian Prieſthood , 

was principally to Bleſs; not denying 


but that ic had alſo a liberty co Sacritice. - 


Chriſt 
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Chriſt (was a Prieſt according to both. 


theſe Orders. 


Xl. And Firſt, he was a Prieſt accor- | 


ding to the Order of Aaron; by virtue 


whereof, he offer'd up himſelf upon. the. 


Croſs3 and by that Sacrifice of Himſelf 
once offer'd, he compleated the whale 


Work of Satisfation for Sin, and' put an 


end to all the old lzgal Sacrifices 3 (which 
had indeed an Eye to this Satisfaction, 
but were not able to accompliſh it.) To 
ſatisfie God far our Sins , not only that 
one of Adam, but all the Sins of all Man: 
kind that truly repent and amend; and 
by this means to obtain for Man Forgive 


neſs. of, Sins, the Favour of God, and Re-_ 
demption from Hell and eternal Damnation; ' 


which was the Puriiaetit ave to Sin. 
And all this he did by his Death. So that 
if you truly and heartily repent of, and 
forſake your Sins, you ſhall receive the 
Benefits of that Sacrifice of Chriſt, which 
he .offer'd as a Prieſt ; and your Sins, 
though never fo many and heinous, ſhall 
be forgiven you, and you ſhall be ſaved 
from thoſe everlaſting Puniſhments which 
are due for them. 

XII. Secondly, Chriſt is a Prieſt accor- 
ding to the Order of Melchijedeck ; and 
though he did not enter upon this till at- 


tor he was ri/en from the dead, yer it ſhall | 


not 
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not. .end until the Conſammation of all 
things. His Aarovical Prieſthood expired 
with himſelf upon the Croſs ; but he re- 
mains a Prieft for ever, after the Order 
of Apchiſedeck.. And as the Offiee of 
this Prieſthood conſiſted in Bleſſing and 
| (as you. may col- 
k& from Gen. 14. 18:) it belongs allo un- 
to Chriſt , God having ſent him to 
blefs you, as St. Peter ſpeaks, Acts 3. 26. 
And $he following Words declare, thac 
this Blefling conſiſts in turning every one 
from his Iniquity.. And TR” eroalling 
means uſed by Chriſt for this end (which 
ought to be _reckon'd fon the - greateſh 
Bleflings) are (1.) A Succeflion of Prieſts, 
(an Holy Order of Men) whom he con- 
tinually. employs by their Miniſtry to 
work in Men's Heartsa ſincere Obedience 
tothe Goſpel. (2.) A giving to all hamble - 
Chriſtians ſtrength to enable them to 
overcome Sin. (3.) His interceeding 
with God for his Servants, that they-may- 
continue in well-doing. And as he did 
this laſt while he” was upon;Earth, pray- 
ing that his. Diſciples. Faith might not 
fail 3 ſo he ſtill purſuesthe ſame Office of 
prayitig for the Church, now that he is 
aſcended. up into Heaven, where, litting 
at the: Right-hand of /God, he makes 1e- 
queſt for us, Row. $. 34. And ic is. your 

Duty, 
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Duty, as. a Chriſtian, to comply with 


Chriſt herein ,- and ro be willing to be 
thus blefſed by him, in being curned from 
your Sins: And not to refiſt his Prayers 


and Interceflions, nor* to- render all his _ 


Bleflings, the means of Repenrance, void 
and 'froitleſs, by your wilful continu- 
ance in Iniquity. Bt when you ſhall 
uſe theſe Bleflings to the end they are de- 
ſigned by your Saviour, and ſhall ceaſe to 
do evil, and {earn co do good, not expec- 


ing Forgiveneſs, or Salvation, upon other | 


Terms than Chriſt has propounded themz 
when you ſhall be careful co run diligent- 
by the Race Jeſus has ſer before you; 
then may' you expect to receive the 
Prize, even a Crown that fades not, which 


God the 'righteous Judge ſhall ſer upon 


your Temples; not ' for your own, bur 
the Merits of your High-Prieſt 3 who ac- 


cording to the Order of Aaron, offer'd bim- - 


felF a Sacrificez and according to the 
Order of Melcbiſedeck , bleſſes and prays 
for you. | 

XIIL And as the ſecond Mercy of 
the ſecond' Covenane is, thus ro have 
Chriſt for your Prieſt 3 ſo rhe third is, to 
have him for your King. And he exer- 


Ciſeth this Supream Office, by reigning in _ 
your Heart by his Holy Spirie, (if you 


do not reſiſt and quench ic) which gives 


you 
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you ſtrength to overcome *Temptati- 
Ins to fin ; and enables you to do what 
God, requires of you. - And that you 
might - have no pretence. to. retuſe the 
Kingly Government of Chriſt, as too 

eavy,. and difficulr , he has made his 

oke  caſie, and Burden light; having 
taken off fronVche hardnels of the Law 
firſt given co Adam, and inſtead of that 
ſinleſs Obedience, or the never commit- 
ting the leaſt Sin. upon pain of : dearh 
( which was required of him ) he now 
looks for no more than your honelt and 
hearty Endeavour to do what you are 
able, and accepts of ſincere Repentance 
where you fail or miſcarry. And it be- 
ing the gracious Nature of Chriſt's King - 
ly Office thus to , govern and rule you, 
2nd to ſubdue your Enemies, it would be 
ſomething worſe, if poſſible, than Dz/- 
mpenuity and Ingratitude, to diſobey and 
hold out any diſloyal Paffion or Rebel- 
Luſt againſt. himz not to, vow and pay 
unto him perfe&t Loyalty and, entire Al- 
legiance, not to encruſt him with your 
Protetian 3 not to have Peace or War 
with any but his Friends and Enemies ; 
not-to pay him your Homage and Reve- 
rence 3 not to give him a Tributeof your 
Subſtance, by relieving his neceſfitous 
Members, &c. New to keep you from 


fla $® 


fartering in theſe particulars, and to ob- 
lige you to a cheerful diſcharge Sher 


Chriſt, as your King, hath promiſed, and 


will not fail, to preferr you 'in his. Cc» 
leftjal Court to an eternal weight of Glo- 


ry, and to make yoo 'Co heir with him- 


ſelf of that Kingdom of Heaven, whith 
he went to'take poſleflion of at his Af- 
cenfion, and which he will” give to all 
who by their impenitent continuance in 
Iniquity, make not themſelves unfit to 
receive it. Your Duty herein is, to be 
exceeding careful nor to forſeic your 
ſhare in chat Kingdom - which Chriſt has 
purchaſed for all that faithfully obey him; 
which certainly you do, it you continue 
Impemient inany Sin. NE A TE 

XIV. And when you have thus plain- 
ly confidered the Mercies which in the 
ſecond Covenant are on God's part made 
over to Man, you are next to conſider 
what thoſe Conditions are, which.on 


Man's part are required by God; and 


which you are to ebferve, if ever you 
hope to be partaker of the Benefits 'of the 
| ſecond Covenant. And theſe you will 


find tobe not (1) a perfeR, abſolute, ex- 


a&t Obedience, ſo as never to offend in 
—. kind ; this was the Condition ofthe 


Covenant. Nor, (2.) never to have - 


formerly committed any deliberate Sin, 


Nor, ' 


/ 
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| Nor, (3.) never to have gone on in any 


habitual or cuſtomary Sin for the time 


paſt z though this be moſt heinous and 


provoking, and may juſtly throw you in- 
to the fearful apprehenfion of the Divine 


Diſpleaſure : But it is the New Creature, 
- ora renewed, ſincere, honeſt, faichful O- 


bedience 'to the whole Goſpel 3 giving 
up the whole Heare unto Chriſt; the 
ready performing of that which God 
enables you to perform, and bewailing 
your Prailties and codially forrowing 
jor the Iniquity both of your paſt and 
preſent Life, and beſteching God's par- 
don in Chrift for all that you have done 
amiſs; ſincerely latiouring to mortitie 
every Sin, and perterm uniform Obe- 


 dience umo God ; and from every fall 


riſing again by Repemance and Refor- 
mation. In ſhort, the Condition requi- 
red to make you capable of the Benefits 
of the ſecond Covenant, is firit by Faith 
to accept of Chrilt as your Prieſt to Save, 


your Prophet to Teach, and yonr King to 


Rule you : Next, to haveall thoſe Graces, 
Faich, Hope, Charity, Selt-denial, Repen- 
tance, &c. (mention'd in the Goſpel ) 
united, and truly and ſincerely rooted in 


' your Heart; though mixed with much 


weakneſs and imperſe&ion, and pre 
with many Sins; which if not wilfolly 
and 
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and impenitently lived and died in, can- ; 


not.dehbarr you of the Benefits of the ſe. 


cond Covenant. But it you neglect theſe 


things, your Condition will be worſe 
than if no ſecond Covenant had been 


made : For you ſhall then be to anſwer, 


not for the Breachof the Law only, but 
for the Abuſe of Mercyz which is of all 
Sins the moſt provoking. 


XV. Now if. your guilty Mind tells 
you, That you have broken theſe Con- 


ditions, and therefore forfeired the Mer- 
cies of the ſecond Covenant ; then know, 
that it cannot be renewed but by a wor- 


thy receiving of the Sacrament ; and. 


worthily you cannot receive it, till you 
repent of your Sins: And all thoſe things, 
are to be accounted Sins and Tranſgrefli- 
ons of the Covenant, which are diſagree- 
able to your Vow of Baptiſm, in which 
the general parts of your Duty are con- 


tained ; and it is a competent Rule, by . 


which all your Actions ought to be mea- 
ſured. Knowing then what in Baptiſm 


you have vowed to do, by applying your [|f: 
A&ions unto that Vow, you may ealily _ 


conclude wherein you have done amils. 
Only take heed you deal not partially 
with your Soul, by looking upon your 
Sins in groſs; but do your urmoſt 2ndea- 


rour co diſcover the particulars: Recall, 
as 
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| asfar as you $20. all the Paſſages of your: 


Life : Conlider all the Inſtances where- 


+|in your Vow has been tranſgreſſed 3 as, 


wherein you have yielded to the Tempta- 
tions of Satan and the World, to gracifiz 


| the finful Luſts of the. Flzh : How you 


have failed of chat holy Converlation, to 
which you ſolemnly bound your ſelf 
when you promiſed to believe all the Ar- 


| ticles of the Chriſtian Faich; every one 


of which Articles is a Pledge of _ good 
wing: And how you have wandred 
fom thoſe Commandments in which 
you vow'd to walk all the days of your 


| Life. 


XVI. And you will find this particu- 
lr ſearch of your Sins, both, proper . and: 
neceſſary in order to their Forgiyeneſs ; 
which cannot be expected without con-' 
klling and forſaking them. But how 
ether of thoſe can be done, without a 


[liſtint knowledge of your Sins z orhow' 


jou can diſtinly know them, wichout 
this particular ſearch, I am not yer fo 


[hr under the power of Fancy, as to ima- 


Y 
> 


- [gine. **And albeir that by no poſlible di-. 
[lgence you can diſcover or Call ro mind 


wery Sin committed ſince Baprifm 3 and 
abeir too, there is no particular Conſfeffi- 
Mm requir*d of the Sins whereof you.are' 
nperably ignorane; yer ignorance of 
| E your 
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your Sins will be no Plea, when it is fa 
pine, and occaſion'd through neglec, and 


proceeds from a want of timely conſider- 
ing what you have done. 

XVII. In drawing up a Lift of your 
Sins, take heed of ſetring down ſuch on- 
| 1y as hang fcandalouſly in the Eye of the 
World, and are fo notorious, as that the 
Sun bears witneſs of their commiſſion; 
But you are to ſearch your Soul to the 
bottom , to rifle every corner of. your 
Heart, as knowing you have to deal 
with God, whoſe Law in nothing more 
declares its peculiar Excellency, thanin 
reaching Man's Thoughts and Defires z and 
forbidding him no lels to cover, than to 
ſteal his Neighbour's Goods; and no lek 
to luſt after another Man's Wife, then to 
commit Adultery with her. And this 
Conſideration is argument-enough to in- 
cline you to an accurate ſearch and er 
quiry, firſt, into all the ſeveral ſorts of 
Sins whereof you may juſtly ſuſpect your 
ſelf to be guilty ; caretully looking into 
ſuch, which by reaſon of cheir abſtruſer 
nature, are not ſo ſoon taken notice of, 
either by your ſelf or others: And r& 
ſearching into the ſorts and kinds of Sins, 
you will find them all reducible co thoſe 
of Thoughts, Speech, and Action. 
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')-, XVII The firſt fore of theſs Sins, 
| thoſe of Thoughts, you may learn from 


God's own Obſervation, Gen. 6. 5. when 
he ſaw chat every Imagination of Man's 
Heare was only evil continually. To 


| which our Saviour had reſpe& (St. Marth. 


15. 19.) when he faid, That out of hz 
Heart proceed evil Thoughts, And though 
the daaoze0u; there ſpoken of, may reach 
further than Reaſonings and bare Thoughts, 
wento fome ſubſequent ARions, becauſe 


bey are ſaid tro come out of the Heare, 


ind, Mark 7. 20. to come our of the 


.| Man; yet this excludes not ordinary evil 


Thoughts. thereby to be ſignified : Fer 
theſe are doubtleſs the Seeds and Begin- 
tings of all choſe wicked Contrivances, 
DIefigns, and Machinations which Men 
a& and are guilcy of in the World. 

XIX. Thoughts indeed are of fo va- 
nlhing and tranfjent a nature, fo eaſily 
ecaping your Obſervation, and ſo apt 
leave you ignorant how therein you 


[fave offended, that you have great cauſe 
[to be ſignally diligent in theicTearch. 


ides, Men are apt to imagine Thoughts 
ve not 1o evil as indeed they are, becauſe 
Cultom hath caught them to ſay, Thoughts 


| free. Whence they vulgarly conclude, 
{they may think as they pleaſe, with- 


out offence. And had you only to do 
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with Creatures ſhort-ſighted like your 
ſelf, there might be ſome ground for {6 
ſaying: But being to deal with God, 
whoſe Law reaches your Thoughts, and 
forbids them to be wicked, you want na 
Reaſons moving you to ſearch how far. 
therein you have offended; and' to re 
pent thereof cre. you come to the Holy 
Table. -Evijl Thoughts are the more in- 
mediate Defilers of the Heart, they pol- 


lute the very Spring of all your Words | 


and Actions : And till the Thoughts of 
your Heart be cleanſed by the Infpira- 


tion of the Holy Spirir, ic will be'tv[ 


more fit to receive Chriſt in the Sacra 
ment, than the Manger was to lodge him 
at his Birth. : 
XX. The ſecond fort of Sins you arz 
to ſearch into; are thoſe of your Tord;, 
which being ſpoken in earneſt, are Te 
ſtifications of what is in your Heart, and 
nothing elfe Dur your Thonghts made at: 
dible. And though the Inconſ{iderar 
make htle account of their Words, decer 
ving themſelves by fanſying they are but 
Wind-, yet ſeeing there is a Day coming, 
when all ſuch as 'are 7dle, that is; wicked, 
ſhall be accounted for by God, in beltow: 
ing Rewards and Puniſhmenrts upoi 
/ Men, you 'have all imaginable reaſon 0 
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examine how you have finn'd in your 


| Tenpae. 


XXI. Among the ſeveral ways where- 
by your Words become finful, I ſhall rec- 
kon up a fzw, Jeaving the reſt to your 


. | own Obſeryation. 


-XXIE And firſt, your Words are wic- 
ked, when they are filthy. All filthineſs 
is fo abominable to God, as that he will 
hot admit it in your very Tongues having 


by his, Apoſtle commanded you to let no 


errupt . communication proceed out of your 


muth,Ephe(.4.25. That you avoid all un- 


| clean Diſcourſe,as you would putrid and 


rotten Meats, which turn to contagion; 
and 'inſtead thereof, to uſe Tach Lan- 
puage as is wholſome, profitable,. and in- 
ftructive both for. your ſelf and them who 
hear yau. Otherwiſe your Speech will 
be ſo noiſome, that it will drive from you 
the Holy Spirit of God, and leave you 
- "115biig Soul and Mark of a Ghri- 
an, | 
XXII. Next, Words become finful 
when they are ſcoffing and reproachlul, 
tending to the viliiying and diſparage- 
ment of others: To which the moit Ho- 
lyJefus had refpe&t, when under thz abu- 
hve and {currilonus Words of Foil and Ra- 
co4, he forbad Diviton, Scoffnz, with all 


\ luch Language as might impair the Cre- 
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dit , which wiſe Men generally prize 


next to Life, and often above it. And | 


when Chriſt forbad Reproach as well as 
Killing, and required of a]l profelling his 
Religion , to be no leſs tender of the 
good Names, than Perſons of their Bre- 
thren, he difplay*d the Excellency of his 
Doctrine, ſhewing how far it ſurpaſsd 


both the Law of Moſes and the Heathen 


Theology. For though Moſes, in the Law 
to the Fews, ſtritly commanded they 
ſhould do no Murder, and that he who did 
fo, was to be tried for his Life by the 
Court 'of Twenty three , or leller Sanbe- 
drim (to whom belong'| the Cognizance 
of capital and greater Matters) yet by 
whac Chriſt ſuperadds to that Precept in 
Mat. 5. 22. it may ſeem Moſes had mede 
No proviſion againſt vill and deri 
ding Language. And as to the Heathen 
Theology, though in many inſtances it 
forbad Murder, yet it did not ſo to Ca- 


lumny : For when Minerva (one of their 


Deities) counſelled Achilles not to draw 


the Sword againſt Agamemnen, ſhe gave . 


him leave to rail againſt and revile him, 
(Hom. Jliad. 1.) But Chriſt will have your 
Tongue as fres from contemptuous Lan- 
guage, as your Hands from Violence ; 
and that you carry your ſelt as harmleſly 

| to- 
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towards. the Reputation, as the Lite of 
your fellow-Chriſtian. 

XXIV. Words are (:birdly)egregiouſly 
wicked, when they arefalſe: For Truth 
gives them all heir ſubſtance and folidi- 
ty, making the Tongue anſwer the end 
for which it was given Man 3 namely, 
to ſpeak the trurb in Ezs Heart; and not to- 


| have one thing upon the Lip, and ano- 


ther in the Mind ; Which deceicful Car- 
jiage (though never {o uſual) was ever 
thought ſo abominable, that Agur ear- 
neſtly pray'd God to remove it far from 
him, Prov. 30. 8. And the Apoſtle de-- 
clared againit it, when he ſaid, Lye nos 
one to anoth:r ; Making it a principal part 
of that Heathen courſe renounced by the 
Coloſiens, to ſuggeſt or fay any. falſe thing. 
tothe Injury ot others, Col. 3. 9. or to ute 
Craftinefs, or any of che evil Arts of De- 
ceiving. And the Divine, Revel.22. 15, 
excludes all who love and make a Lye, 
all hypocrical and treacherous Perſons, 
from being any more than equivocal : 


| Members of Chriſt's Churchz which in-- 


ltead of having any part of the Benefits - 
of Chriſtians, ſhall have their part inthe 
Lake that burneth with Fire and Brim- 
ltone, Rev. 21. 8, 
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XXV. Wards ere (f.urih!y) eminently 
wicked, when cthey run out into Oaths 
and Execrations; which were utterly 
prokibited by Chrift, when he confin'd 
-all-Difcourſe among his Profelyres, to 
?a, jta, and Nay, nay; to ſerious and 
earnelt Affirmacionsand Denials z affert- 
17:p, That whar elſe Is nfed in ordinary 
Converſation, proceecs from an evil 


Principle, or that ev: Ove, the Devil;. 


who hath variety of Snares wherewith to 
catch Souls, and entrap them in Idolatry, 
Errour, and Unbelief;z fuch as is ſwear- 
ing by Heaven, Earth, &-c. as Chriſt in- 
ſtanceth, St. Mat. 4. 34. where all need: 
tefs promiſſory Oaths are whully forbidr 
t=n, When-you therefore hear vain Men 
repleniſhing their Diſcourſe wich Oathy 
*rwill be no breach of Charicy for you 
to conclude, that this 11] Cuſtom pro 
cceds either from a vain-glorious Hur 


mour, Gdelighting in big and ſwelling 


Languz2ge, our of an idle Conceit that it 
is an argument of a great Spirit ; or, that 
it comes of a want of Reverence to the 
boly Name of God; or, that Men uſing 


ſuch Oaths, think others are like thenr. 


ſelves; namely, fo faithleſs, as not to be 
believed without them. And as to Exc 
Crations and Curtings of your ſelf or 
others, conſider, I beteech you , what 
David 
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David hath ſaid, not barely by the way 
of wiſh, but alſo of Prophecy, in P/al.109. 
18, 19, &c. [I ſhall mention no other 
ways whereby you may ſin in your Speech, 


 (r.) Becauſe all che fault thereof may be 


reduced to theſe four. And, (2.) becauſe 
Men'are more eminently liable to offend 


- by ſpeaking filehily, reproachfully, falſly, 


or prophanely. _ 

"XXVI. Andhaving thus brought your 
Thoughts and Words to the Teit, you 
ire in like manner to deal with your 
AQions, in order ' to find out their oblji- 
quity and pollution. And becauſe every 
Chriſtian is no lefs' accountable for the 
Good he has amitted when it was in his 
power, than for the Evil he hath com- 
mitted when he might have prevented ic: 
Yau are therefore, in the ſearch of, your, 
Aions, to begin with the things, you 
haye lefe undone, which you out to have 


| done; and then to proceed to conſider 


the things that you have done, which 
you ought not to have done.. The for- 
Mer are uſually call'd Sins of Omiſ/ſion ; 
the latter, Sins of Commiſſiov. And her: 


* |give'me leave to tell you, that befides a 


earch into the /orrs, you are alfo to ſeck 
Into the degrees of your Sinz: For though 
dins confider*d naked in themſelves, and 
4 bare Tranſgrefſions of a Rule, may 
E 5 ivem- 


96 An Jntroduction 


ſzem to be all equal 3 yet looked. upon 5 


in the Circumſtances wherewith they 


are clothed, fome will manifeſtly appear . 


greater than other. And though no Sin 
whatſoever can be ſaid to be {irrle, every 


one being a Tranſgreflion of that Law 


which God has appointed to be the In- 
ftrument of his own Glory, and Man's 
Salvacionz yet there are Circumſtances 


which raiſe even little Sins into high Pro: - 


Vocations. 

XXVII. And you need no other Star 
to guide you intaking the degrees of your 
Sins againſt God, than the conſideration 
of the Circumſtances by which you are 
to meaſure the Injuries done to your ſelf. 
And I need nor tell you, how the harm a 
Man doth you is the more heinous, if he 
do it knowingly and willingly, than if 
he did it ignorantly and againſt his 
Mind : Next, when he doth it purpoſely 
and with deliberation, than when he 
doth it ſuddenly and at unawares ; when 
he doth ie in the heat of Paſſion and 
blindneſs of Zea), and according to his 


preſent Sentiments, than when he doth 


it contrary to the Checks and Reliſtan- 
ces of his Conſcience, and the cool Dis 
Rates of his Reaſon. You likewiſe judge 
the Injury more grievous and provoving 
the ofcner it is repeated : And you can 


with 
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with leſs trouble forgive a few, than 
many Faults. You alfo find your ſelf. 
more ſenſible of the wrong done by him . 
you often pardon'd and long fſpar'd, . 
whom by many Benefits you have ob- 
ligp'd, and who has vow'd and promiſed 
ro do ſo nnomore. And inthe laſt place, . 
it makes the Wrong intolerable, thar it is - 
become cuſtomary 3 and thathe that doth . 
it, can by no reproof, threatning, ex- 
horcation, advice, or puniſhment, be di- 
verted z but that notwithſtanding all 
means uſed to the contrary, he goes on, . 
and takes pleaſure to treſpaſs againſt 
—_ 
XXVIII.- By theſe and the like Cir- - 
cumftances, you find the Injury aggrava- 
ted that is done againſt your felf ; and 
dy application, you may alſo conclude 
how your Sins againſt God become ag- 
gravared;: Whom you may find you have - 
too often offended, knowingly, deliberate- - 
ly, againſt the checks and motions of 
your own Conſcience; after Vows and * 
Promiſes of amendment 3 after the pri- 
vate admonitions of Friends, the publick - 
exhortations of the Miniſtry, the menaces 
and promiſes of the Word. 

XXIX. And when you have thus pro-- 
ceeded in the ſearch both of the &inds and - 


degrees of your Sins, you are to know, that. 
thc A 
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the end of all this unpleaſing travel, is to 
bring you to Repentance. To which 
you can want no motives, when you ap- 
prehend that by your S'ns you have in- 
curr'd his Diſpleaſure, who is a conſuming 
Fire, and as an impartial Judge, will ren- 
der to every Man according to his Deeds, 
And were your Heart never ſo hardned, 
ic will melt at the apprehenſions of thoſe 
Mifdoings, by which you may (perhaps) 
have incenſed God's Mercy as well as 


Juſtice 3 and ſer his Bowels no leſs than his, 
Hand againſt you. Sins in Scripture 


(you know) are called Debts ; which you 
are alrogether unable by any other way 
to diſcharge:, but by. Repentance: A 
Duty, though at all times, yet now in an 
eſpecial manner required of you, when 
you come to the Sacrament. And Re 
penrance being the ſum and abridgment 
of all the Duties to be diſcharged by you 
at your coming thicther, I ſhall briefly 


ſiſts. | 
RXRX. And not to trouble you with 
the Opinions of Schoils, Fathers, Dodors, 
and Ditmes, you may find out the nx 
ture of Repentance towards God, by con- 
iidering what the Repentance is which is 
required by one Man from another. 
Where from him chat has injured you, 

you 


mind you what it is, or wherein it con- 
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Next, that he be ſorry for having done 
ſo: And thirdly, that he make reparati- 
on, and reſolve to do ſo no more. So 
that that which in, Religion is /properly 


called Repentance, conſifts in Confe/fion, 


Sorrow, Reparation, and Reſolution, 
XXXI. And firſt, as to the Confeſlian 


of Sins, it is upon the account of com- 


mon Ingenuity to be expected from every 


one who knows himſelf to bs guilky,. Now 
that Confeſlion which is. valuable with 
the Almighty , arifeth from- an abhor- 
rence of the Iniquities you confels, that 
thereby you have Giſpleaſed God, and 
worthily deſerved his Vengeance. And 
it runs through all the ſorts of Sins where- 
of you know your ſelf to be conſcious: 
Aggravating them with all rheir hejghe- 
ning Circumſtances, and comprizing your 
unknown Sins in David's penitent form :; 
Who can tell bow of the offend:th ? Cleanſe 
me, O Lord, from my ſecret Sins, But if in 
Confeflion of Sins you ſhould be never fo 
particular, yet it it be done with any 
milder purpoſe coward them than their 
utter deſtruction, it will look rather like 
an Inventory chan a Cunteflion a count. 
ing up the Goods you have a mind to 
preſerve , rather than an acknowledg- 
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you expect no leſs than chat he ſhould 
confeſs how he hath offended you : 
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ment of the Sins you reſolve to abandon. 
God forbid you ſhould be ever ſo infaty. 


ated and befool'd by your own Fancy, 
as to imagine the pure eyes of God ſhould 


be taken wich the lighe of your Filthineſ . 


and Qbliquity! Or thac you ſhould think 
he is delighted in the Narrative of thoſe 
Iniquities, whoſe committing he hath fo 


ſriaAly forbidden, and doth fo greatly 


abhor ! When you open your Ulcers un- 
to God with any other intent than to 


have them healed, their view will excite | 
his Indignation, and noc his Pity. When. 


therefore you do not really intend to 


forfake the Sins you confeſs, you do in 


eruth defend them , how loudly ſoever 
your Tongue may accuſe them. He 
only who confeſſeth and forſaketh, ſhall 
find mercy. If you thus forſake. your 
Sins, God is faithful and juſt to forgive 
you your Sins, and cleanſe you from all 
Unrighteoufneſs, 1 Fobn 1. 9. He is 
bound in Fidelity and Juſtice to fulkl that 


Promiſe of Pardon to you, which he has ; 
made to all Penitents, upon their hum- 
ble Confeſſion of Sins, and ſincere Refor- | 
mation. This being the only courſe. 


whereby you may free your felt from all 
puniſhment of Sins, and become capable 
of Afercy. 
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XXXlI.- But beſides this Confeffion 
thus co be. made- ta God, there is alſo a 
Confeſſion, to be, made unto: the Guide of 
Suals, in cafes of a troubled and doubting 
Conſcience ; and to the. Charch, in 
point of pyblick.Offence and Scandal. Which 
forts of Confeſſion, 4s. to their Conduit, profs- 
tablene(s, and nece{ſtty, Þ[hall not now handle, 
baving deſigned them a diftinit Treatiſe. 


1 --XXX1H. The ſecand Branch or In- 


gredienc of Repentance, is Sorrow ; which 


1- naturally reſults from Confeſſion : For 


when by -this you. (as yau'mult needs) 
have inform'd; your ſelf how you'are 
guilty-of many. and . heinous Sins, and 
the Miſeries to which they have expoſed 
you 3 it were ſtrange if the ſight thereof 
ſhould nor make you ſorrowfal. 

XXXLIV. Bur ſeeing ſorrow for Sinhas 
vulgarly. engroſsd the whole Notion of 


. Repentance, and that Men are prone 


to think they have quite exrtinguiſh'd the 
wrath kindled by Sin, when they have 
dropp'd a few Tears upon it; I ſhall 
here mind you of the nature of that Sor- 
row which accompanies trueRepentance. 
And firſt you will find it to have a double 
Spring; the one a fear of Danger, the 


ether a Ciflike of Sin. And firſt, 
XXXY, 
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VKXKV.,' Thar forrow which - atifeth | 


-only from'a-ſenſe of the'dariger ro:which | 


your Sins have'betray*d' you, 'it doth not: 
ſay the Schools, break the Heart, but only 
- fret it. © So that this ſenſe or. fear of pre: 
ſenc. danger beinng blowh” over, the: for- 
Tow cauled byte: doth} alſo.-raniſh, 'not 
leaving+any-mark'of. amendmenc behind 
it. And-yerto this forrow'that we ſhall 
be puniſhed (called Artrrition) ehoughne- 
ver ſo empty of reformation; by the ab- 
ſolution of the Prieft, is turn'd into Cor * 
rrition, ſay the Roman Caſaifts. - Which 
is 4. moſt unkind deceit--of Souls ;- the» 
Scripture. having'made no promiſe that 
flying fromthe wrath to come, ſhaſl be © 
ſufficient to | obtain - pardon , ' without 
bringing forth meet Fruits 'of Repen- 
cance... Ro: - | | | 
-XXXVI. Secondly. There is a forrow 
arifing from a-dillike'to Sin, and conſcier 
riorus Thoughts, that thereby you bave un- . 
durifully grieved and provoked fo good | 
2 God, fo compattionate a Father, fo gra- 
cious a Redeemer, and fo blefled a San: 
Qifier. And this never miiles .of protu- 
cing the effect of true forrow 3 which is, 
To fin no more. For, for a Man to be for- 
rowful out of an apprehenſion of the Pu- | 
niſhments God has annex'd to ſin, rather 


than that hereby his Law has veen tranſ- | 


orelled, 


tl 
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| preſſed, and che Conſcience polluted ; 


this is to grieve rather that God is juſt, 


' than you are guilty. 


XXXVII. Sorrow for Sin, is very pro- 
per to turn your Stomach agaiaſt ir; and 
you muſt have leſs'ſenfe than the Brute 
you ride on, if you ſhun not that has 
cauſed you to ſmart, and put you to pain. 
But yet there are other Fruits, of Repen- 
tance, thar muſt deliver you from che 
Wrath to come : For meer fear of dan- 
ger Can be no further reaſonable, or uſe- 
ful, than as it diſpoſeth you to forſake 
the Sins that cauſed ir. But if you ſhould 
be ſo far bewirched, through the deceit- 


+4 -w 


your Soul, and notwithſtanding all this, 
you ſtill venture on to commit it 3 this 
will leave you unpardon'd, becauſe unre- 
form'd, and make all your Tears as Wa- 
ter ſpile upon the ground. 

XXX VIII. Sorrow for having offended 
God,che greater it is, the more acceptable 


4tistohim,and profitable for your ſelf: For 


it being a fort of puniſhment, the more at-, 


\-| fligive it is, the more ſurely it will ac- 


compliih 
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complith the intent of all Puniſhments, 


even the amendment of the Offender: 
And if you once have felc the pain and 


trouble of a wounded Conſcience, you 
will have no great mind to vencure afreſh 


upon the Sins thac cauſed it. In ſhort, 
forrow ariſing out of a fear of danger, 
proceeds from a love to your felt, and 
therefore can never avail you for pat- 
don : But godly ſorrow, working repen: 
tance (o ſalvation, ariſecth from a love to 
God , whom the more you love, the 
more you will. grieve to have offended 
him. Sorraw arifing from fear of God's 
Vengeance, uſually terminates and ends 
in a ſullen deſpondency, and deſperate 
dejection of Spirit > but forrew. for ha- 


ving provoked God, changeth the Mind, 


turns you from Sin to Holnets, and che 
conſtant practice of all thoſe Chiiſtian 
Duties which the Goſpel requires at your 
hands. Bur if you find your felt herein 
to be lumpiſh and heavy, and that you 
cannot grieve to that degree you ought 3 
chen the way to quicken up your pent 
tential forrow , is to quicken up your 
love to God, to which his continual Fa- 
vours do moſt powerfully oblige you. 
Wicked Men love thoſe that love them ; 
and if you were ſenſible (which is impot- 
ſible) of no other of Gad's Kindneſles, 


but -- 


Tp 
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but his ſparing you when you deſerved 
puniſhment, and his giving you-Ipace to 
repent, when he might have cut you off 
in your Sins this were enough to en- 
gage you to love him with all the kinds 
anc degrees of the pureſt affetion. Ima- .* 


gine how many have been ſnatch'd ::. 


hence in a moment, whoſe Offences :# 
have (perchance) not been fo provoking 
as your own. Conſider what could move 
God to {pare you in. a. continued courſe 
of many Years diſobedience againſt him, 
bat his own unſpeakable Goodneſs, and 
becauſe he was loth to have you periſh. 
Let pure thoughts of God's Love dwell 
m your Heart, and chey will melt 1tdown 
into an humble and contrice ſadneſs, that 
you have dealc ſo unkindly as to forfaks 
te Lord, TE TE 
. XXXIXR. And if the ſole confideration 
of God's long-ſuffering, be ſo ingenuous 
an Engagement, to make you grieve lor 
having ſinn'd againſt him; you will find 
the mulricude of his other Merciesto cauſe 
Rivers of Waters to run down your Eyes 
tor having broken his Laws. And if 
your Hearc be ſo hard, that it will not 
relent upon theſe Confiderations , then 
have you great reaſon to importune God: 
with humble Prayer, That he would 
imite that Rock your Heart, that it may 
flow 
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flow wich the Tears of trus Repentanez, 
the Warers -of a ſecond Bapriſm ; that hg 
would give you fuch a ctear fight of your 
Sins,” as may at once Cauſe you to forrow 
for, and abandon them. :. | 


XL. Reparation' js a third branch of . 


erve Repencance;'and is due two God, to 
Man. Firſt, to God, who inall Injuries 
is the firſt Parcy injured : For chough you 


may offend both againſt your ſelf and 


Neighbour, yet the Law is-God's, which 
thereby is rranſgreſſed; and therefore 
Reparation in the firſt place is to be made 
to Him. And ſecing Sins have both the 
nature and name of Treſpaſſes and Debts, 
Juſtice requires they be ſatisfied and paid; 
And all that you can do in order here- 
unto, is' Repentaxce 3 in which God re- 
ecives a fort of Reparation, becauſe he 


requires no other ſatisfaction for your 


Faults, bur that you truly bewail and a- 
mend them; which is the ſur of Repen- 


tance toward God, 4&s 20. 21. 


XLI. But for Treſpatſes done againſt 


your Neighbour, there is another- gueſs 


Satisfaction required. For to thoſe trom_. 


whom "you have exacted more. than 1s 


due,' you are hound to make reſtitution. . 
Which was eſteemed ſnch a Principle of 


common "Equity ,: that it was acknow- 


ledged by choſe whom che Jews eſteemed: 


che 
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the worſt fort of Men: For the ;Publi- 
can (in St. Luke 19. 8.) finding himſelf 
bound, freely offer'd ro make fourfold 
refticution ( according to the Law for 
Thieves) of whatever he had falfly caken 
from 'any Man. ' And though'this may 
have a harfh''and unpleaſing ſound, yet 
if you conſult Divines, ancient and, mo- 
dern,' in this particular you will find 
them'all concluding Repentance withour 


Reſtitution, to be like an Arm of Fleſh 


without ' ſtrength and. ſervice ;.or. as a 
City wanting Walls, unfit to #zeur rethe 
Inhabirants. © And therefore fail not'to 
make fitisfa&tion to thoſe” you have 
wrong d, it it be in your power: But if 
wholly unable, then let your defire of fo 
doing 'be 1o expreſly manifeft, and plain, 
thar good Men, 'nb lefs than God. may 
be 'moved to accept the Will tor. rhe 
Deed: Bur to fell him whom you have 


 injur'd , You are forty. for what you 
have done, and yet offer him no further 


atnends, when you are' able, [ leave it'to 
common conſtruaion,” whether this can 
be deem'd facisfa&ory. 

"XLIE. Minds truly Chuiſtian, cannot 
be at eaſe, till they have repaired the 
Wrongs they have done : For it is a bur- 
den upon the Conſcience, of which you 


cannot be rid, but by ſatisfying 1 your felt 


IN 
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in making fatisfattion to him you have 


injured. If you wrong your Neighbour, 


itis your fault; and you, and not he, 


ought to repent and be grieved for it: 


But if the Injury be done to. yos, either 
quite forget it, being content that God, 
to whom Vengeance belongs, keeps it in 
memory; or if the-injury be of that na- 
ture that you are oblig'd to. take notice 
of it, then implore God to dire& you to 


i 


fuch ways of ſatisfaction, as are agree- 


able to Peace and Honowr, free from Blood 
and Cruelty. Ever remembring, That 
Charity and Meekneſs are more noble 
and worthy, than Impatience, or even 
Valour ict ſelf. The tops of thoſe Moun- 
_ tains which-are above the Clouds, are 
not beaten with Hail and Rain: And 
Spirits truly. high and generous, are above 
the Infolencies of unadviſed Perſons, and 
enjoy ſerenity and a calm during ſuch 
tempeſts. Ir is in your power to falſifte 
the Iralian Maxim, Chi offende nov pardona 
44 : He that offends never pardons. In 
a word, if Jeſus our great Maſter, for- 
gave thoſe who put him to death , and 


was Careful to heal the Wound his Di-. 


ſciple had given Malchws ; you can ne- 
ver refuſe to cure the Wounds you have 
either given or reccived. 


XL. 
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XLII Thelaft branch of Repentance, 
isa reſolution to fin no more 3 or a ſted- 
faſt purpoſe to lead a new life, to follow 
the Commandments of God, and towalk 
-jn his moſt holy ways. For without this,all 
other parts -of Repentance will be to no 
more purpoſe,than it is to pump in a Ship 
without ſtopping the Leak. in the Law, 
ifa Man held the unclean thing in his 
hand, he was unclean, though he waſh'd 
his Hands never fo often. Which is caſj- 
ly applicable co thoſe Perſons, who con- 
fe and ſorrow for their Sins, but take 
no care to avoid them. Whereas the 
very Heathen , according to A. Gell;xs 
(Nee. Attic. lib. 17. cap.1.) never thought 
that a Man repenced, till he was dil- 
pleaſed with the things he had done, and 
changed his Mind concerning them, and 
became another Man. Your. Repen- 
tance then is imperfect, till you reſolve 
againſt all ſorts and degrees of Sin for the 
time to come. 

XLIV. And becauſe your Daty con- 
fiſts in Obedience ro God's Command- 
ments, you Reſolution muſt have a reſpect 
unto. them all. And being each Sin is a 
Tranſgreflion of ſome one Command 
in particular, and that you, as all Men, 
are proner to ſome than other Sins ; 
you are to enquire what the Sins are to 

which 
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which you are proneſt, and to have the | 
Commandment continually in your eye, - 
which you are ſo apt to violate; and ſo 


to watch more eſpecially againſt the 
violation of that particular Command- 
ment. | | 


&LYV. And having reſolved upon eve-. 


ry branch of Duty, and entire odſer- 
vance to every Commandment. apart, 


you are then to make trial of the Sinceri- 


ty of your Reſolutions, whether they be 


not only formal and cuſtomary, ſuch as 


People uſually put on when they come 
to the Sacrament ; or, but only politick 


and carnal, to keep up your Credit with 
the World, to further ſome Deſign you” 


have on foot 3 or to quiet ſome preſent 


Troubles of Mind. For if your Refoluti- 


ens are of this fort, they will ſoon. vaniſh; 


but'if they are ſincere, and truly religi- 


ous, then © will they ' prove laſting, and 
you will uſe all poffible Endeavours to 
' Continue them to the end, and to bring 

all your good Purpoſes to good eftea. 
| XLVL. Nothing is more certain, than 
that you cannot worthily receive the holy 
Sacrament, ' without a perfect hatred of 
every Sin. And it is alſo moſt certain, 
that your hatred of Sin is not perfect, if 
you are not fully reſolved to forſake and 
avoid it ; For who can imagine you hap 
what 
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what you ever embrace and purſue? Re” 


| ſolutions, though never ſo -good, are fel- 


dom durable, if they are ſudden and ve- 


hement : He that makes a Reſolntion, 


without due conſideration, will in like 
manner break and reverſe it. And 
though you need not conſult whether you 
are to turn from Satan unto God, and 
to forſake Wickedneſs and follow after 
Vertue; yet the means of keeping ſuch 
a holy purpoſe, ought to fall under your 
moſt ſober and ſerious thoughts. And 
you had need herein to be careful how 


-you adviſe with Fleſh and Blood 3 for 


theſe will counſel you to take part with 
your Eaſe, and ſeduce you to reject even 
the fitreſt means of keeping your Reſolu- 
tions, when they become difficule and 
unpleaſing. And therefore as you re- 
ſolve upon the end, fo you muſt alſo up- 
on the way thither, though never fo irk=- 
ſom to the Fleſh; conſidering that even 
the recovery of bodily health ſeldom 1s 
procured, without the uſe of Gdiſguittul 
Medicines. 
 XL'VII. And as you are thus to reſolve 
upon the uſe of the likelieſt means to fur- 
ther and compleat your holy Purpoſes, ſo 
likewiſe to avoid all things that may di- 
vert and hinder them. And amongſt 
the fatal Impediments of your religions . 
F Inten- 
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Intentions, all things are to be reckon 


T12 


which any way lead, tempt, and envite, 


to fin. And you may here do wiſely to 


call co mind, by what occaſions, and. 


with what Baits you have been, and ſtill 
are apt to be drawn away and enticed; 


to the end you may+<with greater vigi-. 


lance and courage avoid and refiſt them, 
For common Prudence will teach you 
to {ſtrengthen the Fence where the Beaſt 


uſeth to break in; and to re-enforce that: 
Avenue, where the Enemy is wont to 


make and prevail in his Attack. 

XLVIII. The laſt thing I ſhall men- 
tion concerning your religious Reſoluti- 
ons, is their ſpeedy execution ; for delay 
therein has ever been thought dangerous, 
as having a Throat wide enough to ſwal- 
low the biggeſt Opportunity. And you 
cannot be ſafe, till you practiſe what you 
purpoſe: For ſeeing your Life conti 
nually walks (to and fro) in a breath, 
and that you have no warrant of being 
able to do that the next hour, which this 
you negle& and put off ; this throughly 
concludes for the preſent doing of what 
you purpoſe. And if holy Reſolutions 
might ſafely be delay'd, yet they ca be 


delay'd no longer than your coming t0 


_— 


the Sacrament » becauſe you cannot ſafe 
ly approach that Ordinance, wy" s- 
ſted- 
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: tedfaſtly purpoling to lead. a mew Life: 


For till you are a new Creature, ar be+ 
gin tO lead & NEW Life, YOU Are, in ſenſe 
af Scripture, dad: And” bow abſurd: a 
thing is it to put Bread and Wine into a 
dead Man's mouth, none fo ſtupid as nor 
t0 imagine, - You may jndeed naturally 
eat and drink the Eread and WYine,receive 
into your-Stomach the Elements of the 
Sacrament ; but if you live in the liking, 
much more in the commithon, of any 
thing you know to be in, you can receive 


| no more ſpiritual nouriſhment in the Sa- 


crament, than a dead Carcals at the be/# 
Entertaiument. 

XLIX. And this is another, 'Conſide- 
ration that lays upon you #-neceflity 
preſently to renounce your Sins, to give 
them a Bill of Divorce, and to withdraw 
from them all degrees of Kindneſs and 
Reſpet: For without this, you can be 
in no fit diſpoſition to be married to 
Chriſt, and co embrace all the Graces 
flowing from him. In ſhort, that Reſo- 
lution which I call a branch of Repen- 
tance, and which is indiſpenſible required 
of you when you come to the Lord's 
Table, is made up of theſe ewo things : 
Firf, Renouncing of all Sin. Secondly, 
Embracing of all Chriſtian Vertues. The 


' firt without the cond, is but ſweeping 
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the Houſe without furniſhing it : And 
therefore when you have cleanſed your 
'Soul of the naſtineſs and dirt -of 'Sin, 
you are not to let it lie empty, but to 
furniſh it with all thoſe Graces command- 
ed you in the Goſpel, ſuch eſpecially as 
.are required in every one coming to the 
"Supper :of the Lord. And thoſe are 
chiefly three 3 namely, Faith, Charity, and 
Dewotion. 

L. The-neceſiity of Faith is expreſly 
taught you by your firſt Catechiſm; where 
1t faith, That 4 /ively Faith in God”s Mer- 
.cies through Chriſt, is required of every 
\Communicant : And that tbe Body and 
Blood of Chriſt are werily and indeed taken 
and received by. the Faithful in the Lord's 
Supper. For itis by Faith that you there 
look upon him, whom God hath ſet 
forth to be the Propitiation for your 
Sins, even Jeſus Chriſt, the Lamb of God 
thas taketh away the Sins of the IWorld, 
Rom. 3. 25. John 1. 29. You eaſily per- 


ceive the neceffity. of Fairh , when you | 


mind that in receiving the Holy Sacra: 
Ment, you are to believe that Jefus is the 
true Seed of the Woman, which was pro- 
aiſed in the beginning, and was ſent in 
the falneſs of time, that in him all the 


Nations of the Earth (if they will) may | 


be bleſſed ; he being the Univerſal and 
Migh- 
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Mighty Saviour, who both will and can 


fave all that come unto him; there being: 


no other in whom Salvation isto be expe- 
Red. You are likewiſe 1o believe, That 
he was crucified, or died an igffrominious. 
or curſed death and that the Merits of his- 
Death are ſufficient to ſave all Sinners ; 
and that all choſe Merits are convey*d: 
to you in the Sacrament, when it 15 wor- 


| thily received. 


LE But as to the clear nature of that 


| Faith now required of you, the Church 


fairly intimates: what it 1s, when ſhe calls. 
it a /ively Faith in God's Mercy through 
Chriſt. 

LIE And Faith isfaid to be /zely,when 
it works through Love, ſhewing it ſelf in- 
well-doing 3. for where Life is, there will 
be Action. And the. Life of Faith, . 
like that of Nature, will ſhew ir ſelf in- 
the Hearr, "Tongue, and Hands. In the 
tirſt, by ſincereneſs of Devotion and. 
boly Theughts. In the ſecond, by:whob 
ſome and gracious Communication: And: 
in the laſt, by Works of Juſtice: and: 
Charity. | 

LI. The Obje&tof this lively Faith, 
1s God's Mercy.z upon which it refledts, as-- 
the Fountain whence the Scriptures hare | 
proceeded ; in which- God's Covenant 
for Man's Redemption, is eſtabliſted; . 
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and his Promifes to believing penitent 


Sinners, are contained. And if you ſhall 
enquire into the reaſon of all this, you 
will fiad that nothing but his meer Mer- 
cy moved God ro make known his Wl ; 
and in the Holy Scriptures co reveal the 
Means of Salvation, and make the way 
to Heaven plain and eafie. It was only 
to ſhew the great love wherewith he lo- 


ved you, andthe exceeding Riches of his 


Grace, that prevailed wich God to be 
thus kind unto you. 


LIV. Bur all this is rbrowgh Chriſt; he | 


is the Conduit of all theſe Bleflings, be- 
| Ing of God made unto all Believers, Wif 
dom, Rigtnteonſme(s, Santtification, Redempti- 


on, He is the Author of all crue Know- 
ledge, the cauſe of your Juſtificarion, your _ 


Sanchfication, and will be alfo of your 


Deliverance and reſcue from all Calami- 


ties that you are ſubject ro in this Life, 
and ar Jaſt from Death ir ſelf, by raifing 
you again, 1 Cor. 1. 30. And as by a 


Voice hom Heaven God declared with 


folemnicy, That he was well-pleaſed with 
Chriſt ; ſo he hath likewiſe declared, 


Thar he is well-pleaſed with Believers 
only for his ſake. By Chriſt you are pre-. 


deſtinated, adopted, accepted, and par- 
don'd, and ſhall be glorified. So that in 
yoar own Perſon you may ſpeak as the 

Apoſtle 
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 -| Apoſtle did in the Name of all Chrifti- 


ans, Epheſ. 1.3, 4,5, cc. Bleſſed be tbe 
God and Father of our Lord FeſusChriſt, who 
bath bleſſed me with all ſpiritual Bleſſings in 
heavenly things in Chriſt ; according as be 
bath choſen me in him, that I ſhculd be holy, 
and without blame before him in love. 

LV. In whem T have Redemption through 
ba Blood, the Forgiveneſs of Sins, according 
to the riches of bis Grace, SC. 

It is impoſlible in any Duty, without 
Faith, to pleaſe God, or to be accepted 
. of him 3 becauſe whatſoever is not of 
Faith, is Sin, Burt in the matter bf the 
Holy Sacrament, Faith hath a more ap- 
propriate Office 3 for by it, as by a Hand, 
Mouth, and Scomach, you receive, eat, 
and digeſt the ſpiritual Food and heaven- 
ly oultenance, Ey which your Soul is nou- 
riſhed to eternal Life, And in the Senſe 
of the Spirit, to eat and drink the Body 
and Blood of Chrilt, is properly to be- 
lieve on him jn the Sacrament ; which 
doth not only repreſent unto you the 
manner of Chriſt's Death , and invilible 
Actions ſet before you what he ſuffered 
on the Croſs : Nor doth the Sacrament 
only convey unto you that Grace which 
flows from Chriſt's Death ; but it doth 
ſeal and confirm unto every worthy Com- 
municant all the Benefies of Chriſt's Palſ- 
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ſion. For God, to magnifie his Mercy 
and Goodneſs towards Believers, was 
not content to give them only a general 
Offer of his Promiſes in Chriſt ; but 
thought fit to ſeal them to every parth 


cular peaitent Chriſtian, and in the Sa- 


crament actually to deliver him them, 
Faith apprehending and applying the Be- 
nefics of Chriſt, which are all comprized 
in the Forgiveneſs cf Sins, and S:lvation 


the ſam otall the Happineb of this World, - 


and of that whioh is to come, 

LVI. And having tried and found 
your Faich toward God to be fuch, as he 
has promiſed not to be viſpleaſed with; 
your next Buſineſs is to examine your 
Charity toward your Neighbour ; for it 
is required of them who come to the 


Lord's Supper, to be in Charity with all. 


Men. If thou bringeſt thy Gift to the Altar, 
and there remembreſt that thy Brothcr hath 
ought againſt thee, leave there thy Gift be» 
fore the Altar, and go thy way firſt be re- 


eonciled to tby Brother, and then come and 


cffer thy Gift. This was our Savicur's ad- 


vice to the Fews, and may thus be tran-- 
flated to your ſelf and every Chriftian: 


If at any time you are coming to the Lord's 
Table, and there call to mind that you 
have done any Man any jury, do you 
refair firſt to that Perſon va Ty 

ave 


_ 


ave injured, uſe means to reconcile him . 
to you, repair the wrong z and if you - 
cannot, ler him know-your willingnels,. . 
and requeſt his Pardon and having-done-: 
thus, return. to compleat your Intengon,}. 
and receive the Sacrament in teſtimony. 

of your Peace with God andFour Neigh- - 
bour, This. reconcilement with your 
Brethren, is abſolutely neceſſary: - nor - 
only to make your participation of the - 


\Sacrarwtent , but all other Performances - 


acceptable to God. And you ſee it con- 
fiſts in a confeflion of your Wrong; and : 
repairing it ; ic being reaſonable;: that in - 
order co obtain his pardon whom-you - 
have injured, you acknowleGge your fault. 
to him, and to the utmolt of your ability - 
make him amends. .... 

LVIL And as to this Charity here 
oken -of, the very. Elements of the - 
Lord's Supper figure and enforce-it. For - 
the many Grains made up into one Loaf, 
and the many Grapes preſled into one - 
Cup, ſignific,, how we being many, are © 
made one Bread and one Body. And : 
nothing can make all Chriſtians to be of- - 


| feFionarely one, but Charity 3 or myſti- 


cally and ſpiritually one, except Chari- 
ty;the Bond of Peace and Uniom:- . And + 
this is#hat heavenly Temper of Mind, to - 
which-Chriſtians are obliged, upon the : 
ho F 5 ACCOundt. 3. 
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account of the nearneſs of that relation 
which is amongſt them: For they have 
all but one Father, one Saviour, One San- 


&ifrer'; they all profeſs one Faith, have 


all received one and the ſame Baptiſm, 


and all expect one and the fame Inher | 


tance. But if in ſpight of all this you 
rrample Charity under Foot, and inſtead 
of being reconciled to your Neighbour, 
youmalice and hate hims you are no more 
fic for the Sacrament than a Murderer: 
For ſuch are all-choſe who hate their fel- 
low-Chwiſtians; according co St. Fobs, 
in the chird. and fourch Chapters of his 
Firſt Epiſtle. 

EVHI. And as Charity binds you to 
ſeek to be reconciled to thoſe whom you 
have injured, and to obtain their Pardon; 
ſo it likewiſe engagech you to forgive 
thoſe by whom you have been wrong'd. 
And- indeed the forgiving orhers their 
Trefpafſes; is the condition of obtaining 
the forgiveneſs of your own : For if you 
forgive Men their Trefſpalles, your hee 
venly Father will forgive you 3 but 3f you 
fo*giv2 not Men their Treſpaſles, neither 
will your Father forgive your Treſpaſſes 


This was Gur Saviour's own. Do&rm | 


(Mat. 18. from: werſ. 23. to the'end) and 
alſo his Prative, when he pray'd:for the 


forgivene; of his Crucsfers, and that art a | 


ting 
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time too, when his own moſt grievous 
Agonies and' Pains might juſtly have: di- 
verted all reſpe& to others, eſpecially to 
thoſe. who were then aQuually putting 
him to death. How diſmal then is your 
Condition , if inſtead of having your 
Heart repleniſhed with Charity, ic be full 
of Malice! If inftead of obeying the 
Doctrine, and following the Example of 
Chriſt, you a& quice contrary . If you 
find your Breaſt barren of chis Kindneſs 
to your fellow- Chriſtians, pretend not to 
any real reſpe& to the bleiled Author of 
that Name. For if a Man ſay, 7 
T love God, and hateth his Bro- 1 Joh.4.20. 
ther, be is a Lyar : For be that 
lwverh not bes Brother, whom he hath ſeen, 
how can he love God whom he never [aw 2 
You never beheld God with any Eye bue 
that of Faith; and therefore could never 
have opportunity (if he needed it) to ſhew 
any kindneſs to his Perſon. So that all 
you can do to teſtifieyou love him, is your 
Obedience to his Commands ; whereof 
this is the ſum, That be who loveth God, 
loves his Bretber alſo, 1 John 4. 21. 
LIX. And if this love be without dit- 


ſimulation, ſuch as Scripture and com- 


mon Equity requires at your hands, it 
will not only appear in a mercitul For- 
eivenels of Ottenders, but alſo in a li- 


122 An Introduction | 
beral relief of the needy.-- And I men-/ 
tion this latter A of Charity, becauſe 
I find that ſomething was ever given to 
the Corban of the Poor by thoſe who 
came to the Sacrament. If you conſult 
the practice of the Primitive ( the beſt 
guide for the Preſent) Church, you will 
hardly find that the Eord's Supper was 
ever adminiſtred without an Offertory, 
In A#s 2. 45, 46. you have mention: - 
made of ſelling Poſſeſſions and Goods, 
and parting them to all as every Man 
had need. And that this was done at 
the ſolemn times of Publick Prayers, and 
receiving of the Sacrament, there 1s light 
enough in the Text to clear it. You 
read likewiſe of a Command, That upan 
the firſt Day of the Week, every Man ſhould 
lay by bim in fore, as God hath proſpered him, 
The firſt Day of the Week was that we 
now call Sunday, and the 
I Cer. 16. 2. Lords Day, wherean the 
Lord's Supper was con- 
tantly received 3 unto which they ne- 
ver came empty, but according as Gud 
bad increaſed their Goods, the Com: 
municants gave to the reliet of the Poor. 
And if you look into the ancient Litur: 
pics, you will find them generally gaking 
notice of this Religious Cultom. And 


that this was intended by our own | 
Church, 
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to the Sacrament. I:2:3 
Church, is concludible from her placing 
Texts to perſuade to this ſort of Charity, 
and deliring God to accept our Alms 
and Oblations in the Communi- 
on-Office. In Fuſftin Martyr, a Appl. ». 
Father of the ſecond Age, we 
read how the Chriſtians brought forth 
ſome of the good Fruits of the Earth, 
and offer'd them at God's Tablez and 
the Biſhop, or in his abſence the Preſ- 
byrer, received them as an Abel's Ofc x- 
ing, and bleſſed God for the Fruits of the 


- Seaſon. Afﬀter the Sacrament was cele- 


brated, there was one Common: Table 
for Rich and Poor, whereat they did cat 
promiſcuouſly 3 and what was left was 
given to thoſe in want. And this I take 
was the Agape, or Feaſt of Love men- 
tion'd by St. Fude, and deſcribed by 
Tertullian. (apc. c. 38.) 

IX. Andin proportion to this Cuſtoni, 
when you come to the Sacrament, you 
are to beſtow ſomething on the Poor,that 
you appear not betore the Lord empry, 
and ſei ve him of that which coſt you no- 
thing. Andcho' you are,as tothe quantity 
of your alms,left at libercy,yet you had belt 
to be merciful according to your power. 
If you have much, give plenteouſly ; if 
you have lictle, do your diligence gladly 
to give of that little : For ſo you gather 
your 
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your felf a good Reward in the day of 
Neceſlity. 

In the Sacrament, by a joint commy- 
nicating in the ſame Divine Myſteries, 
you atteſt to the World your being united. 
to Chriſt your Head, and to every true 
Chriſtian as a fellow-Member of the 
ſame Body. And as Faith unites you to. 
Chriſt, ſo. Charity alſo to his Members; _ 
and by virtue of theſe two Graces, the 
Sacrament ſeals the Communion of the 
Members with the Head, 2nd of che 
Members one with another. Bit when 
you come to the Sacrament with Malice 
in your Soul, you can have no trueCom- 
munion with either ; butare guilty of che 

vileſt Hypocriſiz, by making profeflion 
of that Chriſtian or Brotherly Charicy, 
whereof your Heart is void and empty.1n 
this caſe.I referr you once more to the 
Counſel of our Saviour, St. Marr.5 23,24. 
where two things appear for your Inftru- 
&ion ; viz. (1.) That though the Gift 
bs already at the Altar, ic muſt be left” 
there rather unoffer'd, than be offer'd by. 
one who'is not at pertect Peace wich his: 
Neighbour. (2.) That he 15 not to ne: 
gledt or quite put off the Of- 

Tobit 4. 8. tering of his Gitt, but preſent- 
ly to remove the occaſion of 

his not offering it aright. 

LXI. 
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LXI. And when you find your Hearc 
duly furniſhed with Faith toward God, 
and (the proper effect thereof) Charity 
toward Man, you muſt once more go 
down into your Soul, to ſee if it have 
that holy and heavenly temper called 
Devotion ; which is a Grace 1o ſutable to 
the receiving of the Sacrament, that.ir 
ſeems to make up the whole Offce. And 
if Devetion be not ſo warm and vigo- 
rousin your Soul as it ought, and you 
would have it to be, you muſt enquire 
into the Impediments thereof, in order 
to their ſpeedy removal. Now amongſt 
che fatal Hindrances of Devotion, the 
Cares of the World ate with too great 
Jaſtice chiefly to be reckon'd: For they 
naturally faſten your Thoughts to the 
Earth, and ſet your Aﬀections on things 
below ; and are as ſo many deprefling 
Weights upon the Soul, which unluckily 
keep her from thoſe Tranſports of Devo- 
tion, by which ſhe would foar to Heaven. 
And therefore upon your coming ta the 
Sacrament, you had need to allow your 
{elf ſome cime wherein to withdraw from 
worldly Bufinels, and to caſt off earthly 
Thoughts, and by holy Meditation to 
lift up your Hearc unto the Lord, and to 
give your ſelf unto Prayer ; which is in- 
deed the principal inſtance of that Devo- 
t10n 
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votion now ſpokenof. And your Prayer 
muſt ar chis time be chiefly for Pardoy 


of  by-paſt Sms , for ſtrength againſt them | 


for the future, and that God would prant ou 


all thoſe Graces which be now requires at. 


your hands when you come to the Sacramens, 


Be ſure then to be diligent in this Duty ;" « 


for ſhould your other Endeavours be ne- 
ver ſo vigorous and conſtant, regular and 
uniform 3- yet without Prayer tor God's 
Blefling and Aſliſtance, you appear to 
truſt co your own Arm, and co rely up. 
on your own ſtrength 3 nor confidering 

that all your ſufficiency is from God, that. 


he gives you the Hill and Power to do*® -|. 


well: And therefore unto him diret 
your Prayer with Humnvlity, Sincerity, 
and Zeal, to aflilt you with his Spirit, 
that you may come fo prepared to the 
Hely Table, as that you may-partake of the 
Benefits there reachd our to every worthy, 
Recetver. | 


LXII. Thus you ſee with what Graces. 


your Soul muſt be furniſhed when you 
come to the Communion : And it you 
find them to be but weak and feeble, and 
ina low degree, it mult be your care to 
quicken and ſtir them up, begging che. 
aſliſtance of God's Spiric to that end. 
And you may much quicken your Faith; 
by due meditation on the many gracious 
Pr oe.. 
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Promiſes God has been pleaſed' to make 
to the zruly Penitent, You may likewike 
inſtance your Love to God, by coen- 
ſidering his manifold Mercies , thoſe 
eſpecially whoſe remembrance you cele- 
brate in the Sacrament, ſum'd up in the 
Death of his Son for your fake, even 
when you, in the Loins of your Fort- 
fathers, were his Enemy. And this laſt 
conſideration is both proper and power- 
ful ro move you'to that Charity we have 
above treated of. For. coming to the 
Lord's Supper, you are in a more efpecial 
manner to follow the Example of Chriſt 3 


fiſt, in a perfe& forgiveneſs of all chac 


have done you wrong ; and next, in ma- 
nifeſting your Kindnefs to them in all 
Offices of Chriſtian Love and Friendſhip. 
And when you thus labour to ſtirup and 
increaſe theſe Graces in your Soul, they 
become her Wedding-Garment, where- 
in ſhe is fic to appear at this great Feaſt. 
But if this be wanting, ſhe cannot ex- 
pe to be otherwiſe entertain'd than an 
Intruder. And what this is, you have it 
illuſtrated in the Parable of him, who 
coming to the Marriage without a Wed- 
ding-Garment, was caſt our into a place 
of extream miſery. And though this 
Judgment may not fall ſuddenly, (nor 
freight upon your communicating) yet 

you 
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you know not how ſoon that he that will 
come may come ; and who may abide 
the Day of his coming? For who can 


dwell with everlaſting burn- 


Iſa. 33.14. ing? Who can endure an 
| unquenchable Fire ? 
LEXIHI. But if after all your care in the 
Dares already mentioned, you ſtill doube 
of your Condition, and ſuſpet che In- 


lufficiency of your Preparation for ſo ho. 
ly a Performance ; if you find, that not». 


withſtanding your Reſolution and La- 


bour to the contrary, you are ready to' 


fall back into choſe Sins which you have 


confeſſed and lamented, and abyur'd : Then 


you muſt confeſs Sorrow, and reſolve a: 
freſh, refit and fight againit both your 


Sins and their Occaſions. And if they. 


ſti!l return, you muſt Rill trive they get 
notthe Victory ; which be ſurechey can 


not, while you labour in good earneſt to 


have them ſubdued and moertified. Bur 


if you ſtill find the Law of your Members 
continually to war, and otten to prevail 


againſt the Law of your Mind, and the 
Aﬀections to prove too ſtrong for your 
Reaſon, and chat this cauſeth you to be 
jealous you are not worthy to communis 
cate 3 Then be pleaſed to confider, 
LXIV. Firf, That the end of your 
coming to the Lord's Table, is not to make 
: pro- 
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proteſtation of your Righteouſneſs and 
Perfetion, but to ſeek for both in 
Chriſt ; that you now ſeek to be at peace 


*, [with God, and rohave your Sins cleanſed 


wich.'the Blood of that Spotleſs Holy 
Lamb, which cakes away the Sins of the 
World. 

LXV. You are (ſecondly) to look upon 
the Sacrament as a Medicine and Cor- 


[dial for fick and weak Souls; and that 
Jour Lord is pleaſed to invite none to his 


Sapper, but thoſe who are weary and hea- 


| l aden wich the burden of their Sins. 


Je calls you, not becauſe of your Merits, 
but of && Goodneſs ; not that you are a 
worthy Gaeft, but that he is a gracious En- 
errainer. And though you are not pre- 


lyſtery, yer God in Chrift -will accepc 
of the good Intentions of your Hearrt ; 
te will make chis bleſſed Sacrameart a 
means ro quiet your Conſcience, to in- 
creaſe your Faith, to enliven your Cha- 
rity, to amend your Life, and to affure 
you, that you are in the number ofthole, 
whoat the laſt ſhall be called roche Table 
of the Lemb. | 
LXVI. You are (zhird!y) to conſider, 
thar'when reconciled and converted un- 
o'God, you ſtill remain a Man; and 
hat there is no Repentance fo any bo 
thac 


| _ according to the Holineſs of the 
of 
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that it entirely deſtroys all fin. And: 
therefore in thegreateſt aſſurance of your 


Condition, have always in mind that 


Advice of the Apoſtle, Lee 
x Cor. 10. 12. 

rake heed left he fall. And 
when you find you are fallen, preſently 
raiſe up your ſelf again by faichful Re: 
pentance. 
and confirmed in Holineſs, the more you 


will diſtruſt your ſelf, and be watchful. 


againſt Temptations. After holy Reſo- 


lutions and tranfports of Zeal and De- | 
votion, it often happens that Men com- | 
mic great Sins ; becauſe the Conſcience | 


Ks apt to be leſs wary, as thinking it ſelf 


ſecure : Like the Befieged, who after a : 


brave Sally, grow negligent; and by con- 
temning the Enemy they have repulſed, 
are ſurprized through their own carelel(- 
neſs. Conſcience may , but Satan: can 


never ſleep, nor fail to take advantage: 


of your Security. | 
LXVII. Some Sins are quickly felt ; 


him that thinks he ſtands, 


— 


The more you are advanced 


like a Scorpion, they leave a ſting behind - 


them, which inevitably would prove 
mortal, if not ſpeedily cured by Repens 
tance. And there are other Sins which 
are not ſo ſoon felt , growing-upon us 
unperceived 3 but they leave a weight up- 


on che Soul, which. makes ic move ſlowly 
to 
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[ro Piety and Good Works, leſſening the 


Sntiments of Religion, and withdrawing 
the Heart from God. - You ought'there- 


; [fore ofter-to viſit theiſtace of your Con- 


ſcience, and to call your ſelf to an ac- 


{comnt, to the end you may find out, and 


cleanſe that filthineſs which ſticks to it, 
through the Corruption of the World, 
and your own : For the Conſcience re- 


| 


1{embles Iron, that grows 'canker'd and 


ruſty, if it be not frequently dreſſed. 


- I The unclean Spirit will not dwell in a 


Man, if the Houſe be not. ſwept, that is 
empty and garniſhed 3 much leſs will the 
S$piric of Purity ſtay in the Heare which is 


{ not ear from the ordureof Iniquity, and 


furniſhed with Religion. If youthen are 


{ ftudious to purge your Heare by Repen- 
| tance, God will delighe to dwell there, 


and take pleaſure in the Lodging. 
LXVIH. And your Repentance muſt 
return daily, becauſe it will chen take 


| your Sins in their freſhcircumſtances, and 


ſo the better correſpond to their Aggra- 
vations. Ic will alſo keep you from run- 


4 ning too far in Arrears, which ever 


makes the payment both difficult and un- 
pleaſant. Above all, your daily repent- 
ing wHl render this Duty ealie co be per- 


| form'd, when you come to the Lord's 


Table. | 
LXIX. 
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1 :L;XIX,' No Man, 'faith our Church, 
ought toicome :to:the Holy Commuman, 


bur-with,;;a full cruſtin God's mercy, and | 


wich a' quiet Conſcience. , And if yau 
cannot quiet your Conſcience with thoſe. 
excellent Rules there laid down by the 
Church , but that you require farther. 


Counſel and Comfort; then ſhe adviſeth | 


you'to repair tofomediſcreec and learned 


Minifter of Gad*s holy Word, that you | 


may receive the benefit of Abſalution,;to- 
gether with ghoſtly Counſel and Advice, 
to the quieting of your Conſcience, and | 
avoiding of al fcoruple and doubtfulneſs. 
LXX. And this Advice you have good 
reaſon. to;'embrace, not only when you- 
come to the Sacrament, but at all other 
times, when you have any material | 


doubting concerning the ſtate of your - 


Soul: For through a negled thereof, 
Time may either cauſe your Doubts to | 
feſter, or, what is worſe, you may be | 
tempted to make uſe of deceitful Re- 
medies| and give up your {elf to thoſe | 
idle and deſperate courſes , which may | 
not only ſtifle your preſent Doubts, but 
harden you againſt all doubting for the 
future. 

LXXI. In the refolution and ſatisfying 
of yaur Doubts, both upon your coming 
to the Sacrament, and at all other times, 

I 
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I would adviſe you not to become your 
own Caſuiſt, nor to rely upon your own 
cn gar For your Soul, it truly hum- 
led,. will be apt to deal ſeverely, and to 
| paſs « very hard Sentence upon its Con- 
diction : And if it be nottruly humbled, 
{ ie will be ready to handle your Scruple 
too ſoftly, and to give too favourable a 
Þ} Conſtruction of your ftatez and ſo in- 
ſtead of ſearching, 5&n over the Wound. 
LAXII. Be your Scruples what they 
will, they ought to be ſatisfied before 
{ you come to the Supper of the Lord 3 or 
elſe you will plunge your ſelf into more 
{ Scruples , 'by your Negligence to have 
| thoſe ſatisfied which you have already. 
{ Beware too you ſuffer not Scruples ro 
keep you from the Sacrament : For if 
a groundleſs Scruple occaſion your ab- 
ſence from the Communion, then is your 
abſence alſo groundleſs, and conſequent- 
ly finfal. But if your Scruple be materi- 
al and weighty, you ought to be the 
1 more diligent” to have tit ſatisfied : For 
though it may indeed juſtly ftay you 
from the Sacrament till ie be ſatisfied, 
yer ſo long as you fuffter it to keep you 
thence, you deprive your Soul of the Be- 
nefics of chat heavenly Ordinance. Delay 
not then to have your Scruples ſolidly ſa. 
tified by ſome diſcreet Miniſter, to whom 
you 
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you are to make your caſe plain, without 


diſguiſe or reſervation ; that the Guide 


of Souls having a full diſcovery of it, 


may be the better able to help you to a - 


ſatisfactory Reſolution. 
LXXIII. And becauſe boldne/s herein 


may prove as dangerous as diſtruſt, the 


Confident have need to adviſe with the 
holy Gude as well as the Doubting 3 and 
both had beſt co rely upon more equal 


and impartial Judgments than their own. 


For Men are generally inclin'd to ſide 
with a too good Opinion of themſelves , 


which makes ir dangerous to truſt our 


own Verdict in the great concernment of 
our Soul, and even neceſſary more than 
once to conſult with a Spiritual Guide 3 to 
the end we may receive from him fuch 
- DireRions as may, through God , keep 
us from ſplitting upon either of thoſe op- 
poſite Rocks, roo great Confidence, Or 100 
great Diſtruſt. 

LXXIV. Nor can I imagine ought 
ſhould render you backward to make 
known your Doubts, unleſs it be an im- 


provident ſurmiſe, that the ripping up of -/ 


them will diſcover your Nakedneſs, and 
expole you to ſhame with others, and 
begec a diſcountenance in your felf. But 
there will be no ground letc for this fur- 
miſe, when it is duly conlider'd, that the 
Per- 
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Perfon'to whom-:you ars thus/to:rgveal 


{your 1elf, is a pious and.difcreer Miniltec 


of God's Words 'one who will he as faitch- 


| fubre conceal, as you are to-dliſcover your 
_ |dnfiimicies; and as ready-to heal yayr 
4 Sores, vas you-are:2D rip; cheny up : Qae 


660, who will be fo far.from inſulking 
over your Weaknefles, or thinking 11] of 
you tor diſcovering them, that he will 
love-and encourage your-ingenuous, and 
Chriſtian dealing, [and :refiare you in.the 
$pirit-of 'Meeknefs, ;and help rder:things 
at rights iberween :God:;; and your, Soul. 
Bar fuppoſe the diſcovery of your Scruples 
ſhould indeed turn: to your: ſhume, which 
is the worſt you .can fear 3 yet to abſtain 


\from 'doing it upon:this account, 4s t@ he- 
tray in you'a lefs care of: your So, than 
[of your Body. For the foulleſt and,moſt -- 


fhameful Dz/eaſes of. the Body, you can, 
without bluſhing; lay open to your Phy- 
fician-3 And will you then be .cay.and 
{queamith to confels the Sicknels of. your 


|Soul2 .of which your care ought to;ba in- 


finitely greater than of your Body, a5 po 
tels 'excelling ir, than/the heavenly Man- 
nz did the .Earthen-Pot that containe 


[t. So char .neicher fear of ſhame,' nar 


any woes ele, ought to keep you trom 
uting.fuch means as.any way tend. to igs 
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LEAXV. And thus having, with what |bl: 
brevity and- plainnefs I was able, run-{yo 
through the ſzveral Duries to be perform-- | fo 
ed at your coming to the Communion, [Bo 
and brought you as it were to the Rails {ſuf 
-of the Hcly Table; before leave you, I |bec 
will cake the freedom to mind you how Jupc 
you are there to carry.your ſeif, Where abt 
two things. are now required of you; jbeh 
namely, a Devout frame of Mind, and a {cio1 
decent geſture of Body. "4-10 
- LXXVI. As to that devout frame of {Sins 
Mind required of you at. the time of re- !ipe: 
ceiving, it chiefly conſiſts in thoughts of Me: 
your own Unworthineſs of being a Gueſt [repc 
at ſo Divine a Banquet. And in order |Ble{{ 
to Taiſe in, and to humble you under a [in « 
due fenfe of-this Unworthineſs, -call to jChri 
mind the Sins you have committed fince |preſe 
you were laſt at the Sacrament ; becaule {cram 
you are now come again to repeat and re- {your 
new that Covenant which thereby you jted e 
have broken. 


of the Miniſter ; and when you ſee him jnake 
breaking the Bread, and pouring out the fyious 
Wine, meditate, How Chriſt's Body was [ig al 
broken, and his Blood ſhed upon the Croſs, 
And above all, think with your ſelf, that? 
It was your Sins that drove the Nails in- 


to his Hands znd Feet, and pierced his. 
bleſſed | 
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| Ibleſſed Side with-the Spear : That it was 
 -|your Sins, with the Sins of others, occa- 
-- [foned all his Sufferings, the Pains of his 
Body and Soul ; and that if he had nor 
ſuffered once upon the Croſs, you had 
been tormented to everlaſting Ages. And 
upon theſe ſober Thoughts, you will even 
abhor your ſelf, and with indignation 
behold your cruel dealing with your gra- 
.Jcious Lord. Conſider too, how nothing 
{but the Blood of Chriſt can cleanſe your 
Sins ; and that it doth not, like 4bePs, 
{peak for Vengeance,but loudly calls for 
Mercy upon them who fpile it, if they 
repent and reforms and ſtill draws down 
Bleſſings upon all who worthily receive ir 
lin the Sacrament. Conſider too, how 
Chriſt by thoſe Sufferings, which are re- 
preſented and commemorated in the Sa- 

 Icrament, has made an Atonement for 
> {your Sins, appeaſed the Wrath,and ſatif- 
vu" ited che Juſtice of God, which you have 

Drovoked and incenſed againſt your Soul. 
1s {And this will raiſe up your Hopes, and 
n {make you come with an humble and reli- 
xe ious Boldneſs to the Communion ; be- 
x ing aſſured, God will not only there ſeal 
5, into you, bur put you in poſleflion of 
it [he Benefits of Chriſt's Sufferings3 name- 
7- |}, Reconciliation with God, and Par- 


is.0n of your Sins. £ 
d | G 2 LXXVIIL 
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LXXVIN Let your Tongue and Heart 
Join with the Miniſter in that.exce!lznr 
Prayer wheres ich he delivers the Bread 
and TVine.:. The Belly of our Lord Feſu 
Chriſt, which was given, 8c. Toe Blood of: 
our Lord Feſes Chriff, which was ſhed, &c. 
Life up your Heart unto the Lord. Let 
your Thoughts be wholly fet upon 
Chriſt's Death and its Benefits : For the 
remembrance of Chriſt's Death, as it was | 
one.mainend of the Tn/titutien, 1o 15 it of | 
Your. receiving of the Sacrament. And } 
look not upon the Bread and Wine being | 
conſecrate and blefſed, as ordinary things, 
but as they are after a ſpiritual manner 
the Body and Bl:od of Chriſt. | 
 LXXIX. And as theſe and the like 
Conſiderations may ſerve to render your ' 
Soul devout, fo will they alſo make your | 
Body humble : For though Humility pro;,/ 
perly belongs to the Heart, yet it cannot : 
be outwardly expreſſed, but by Geſtures 
of the Body, And you are to manifeſt : 
your 'Reverence at the Lord's Supper, by 
ning fuch Geſtues as the Cuſtom of the. 
Place where you receive it account molt 
accent, bumble, and reverend, Kneeling Is 
the 5: wha appointed by our National 
Church, as fitteſt to-fignifie your humble 
and grateful Acknowledgments. of the | 
Benetits.ok Cirift therein ſealed co every | 
A woi-. 


- ds; 
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waithy Receiver ;, and. for tie avoiding 
[of ſuch profanation. and diſorder in. the 
Boy Communion, as might. otherwiſe 
enIuc.. 

LXXX. If you look to the ficlt In/#i1u- 
tion. of che Sacrament, you will find Chriſt 
employing therein ſuch a ſingular Care, 
thar. nothing low. or mean appears about 
it, And. in all times, where: Schi/m and 
Faitiom were excluded, nothing but So- 


[ lemnity and exprefiions of greateſt Reve- 
[rence appear'd ar the receiving it. But 


to proceed ; 
LAXXI. Bzlides Humility and Reve- 


rence, there is required. of them who 


| come to the Lord's Soapper, & thanx ul 

| remembrance of Chriſ/'s Death. And this 
{ you cannat want, Wien you reftigci tp- 
| on whar he ſuſfzred for you, boih in 
| Credit and Body, when he unde: wenc 


the maſt, paintul and ignominious fort of 


| dying 3 and. in thoie {hurp and. tcariul 
| Agonies of his Soul, which forced him 
tO Cry our, His God had forſaken hm. And 


ſeeing all this was to fave yow tron pe- 
riſhing,. this muſt needs awaken you to 
2n: holy. Ambicion of making your 
Thankfulneſs, if poſſible, as unſpeakable 
as his Sufferings, And bow can you bus 
praiſe 'and magnifie his Goodneſs, who 
hath redeemed you art fo dear a rate 


G 3 elpe- 
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+11] 
eſpecially when you come to the Sacra- | 


ment to :make folemn Commemoraticn 


of God's Mercies, in ſending his Son to 


die for you, and appointing the Sacra- 
ment to be a continual Pledge of your 
Thankfulnefs for the ſame. With An- 
gels therefore, and Arch- Angels, and all 
che Company of Heaven, laud and mag- 


nifie his Glorious Name, praiſing him, * 


and ſaying, Hily, holy, holy, Lird God of 
Hifts, Heaven and Earth are full of thy Glo- 


ry: Glory be to thee, O Lord moſt High. | 
Thankſgiving or praiſing of God, was ! 


the devout practice of the firſt Chiiſtians' 


at the receiving of the Lord's Supper, * 


Atts 2.46,47. And in after- Ages Thank(- 
oiving was thought ſo neceffary at its 
Celebration, that the Sacrament it ſelf 


thence got the name of - Euchariſt: A 


Word, though it be not found in Scrip- 


eurein this ſence, yer Caſaubon doubrs not | 
but it was derived from the time of the ! 


Apoſtles. Excerit. 16. ad Annal. Baron. 
cap. 33. 


LXXXII. No Man can expreſs greater | 
Love to his deareſt Friends than to ad- 


ventureto diefor them : And yet Chriſt's 
Love was of a higher degree; for he died 
for you when you were his Enemy ; and 
that Death too which was all full of re- 
proach and pain, Joby 15. 13. ay 7 this 

ove 


Co 
V 


4 
4 
1 
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o 
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* Love of Chriſt obligeth. you to love him 


| again; and if nor, you. come} ſhore 


U 
bs 
: 
? 
} 
: 
| 


of che Publicans ( whom the Fews e- 
tzemed che. worſt forc of Men) for even. 
they love choſe that love chem. St.eatrr.5.. 
46. And if your love to Chriſt be with- 
out dill:mulation, ic will admic of no 
Rival, nor hold any intelligence with 
his Enemies ; but you will be glad of the 


1 happy occaſion ( you now have at the. 
| Sacrament) of ſacrificing all vile Aﬀecti- 
| ons, and mortifying every Luſt as the 


beſt Teſtimony of your own Love, and 
requital of his, who delivered himſelf ug- 
to death, to redegm you from all iniqui- 
ty and vicious living, and to oblige you 
to advance toward the higheſt. pitch of 


| allVertue.And when your love co Chriſt 


is in. ſome due meaſure proportionable to 
his love to you, it will make you ( with 
A. Paul) ready not to be bound only, but 


!. alfo co die for his Name, when his Cons- 


mand ſhall bring you to ſuch an exprefſ- 
fion of your Obedience. | 
LXXXIII. And the few things now men: 
tioned, may, through God, help you to» 
ſuch a pious government of your ſelf at 
the time of receiving the Sacrament, as: 
may make it turn to your great and end- 
leſs Comfort:, , What. now remains to 
fiaiſh cheſe abrupt , but well-intended-: 
WU 8 Mcedi- 


1492" Afr 'Mtroduetion:- - 
Metirarions, refpe&ts your depyrtment 
after you have been at the Commu- 
non. 


 EXXXEVE And rf, being thar at'the. 


$icritnene. Your. Covenant 15 'renewed? 
iTvecall Uiligence not'to break it for the 
furure; betxge rhis will make all”you 
Rave done:, ro Hitcle purpoſe: For he 
({tnh Ben Sirach) that waſheth himſelf at: 
recthe touching of a dead: Body, if he 
touctric again, whac availerth his wath 
ing * Soiris with a Mar char faſterh« for 
his Sins, and goeth again and doth che 
ſame: Who will hear his Prayer? or 
what doth his Hombling. profir him, Fe 
cleflaſtrom 34: 25,26. Amimpious _ 
back-mro your former Vices, is ſigni 


by a Pug and Swine,, two Creatureshetd 
co be: to profane and unckan; that tte 


Fes were neither to offer thenr in S$a+ 
crifics; nor to eat them'z and borh are 
vroverbially obſerved! for 'this quality : 
Thar the- Dog licks up what ' ke has vo 
mited ; and che Swine; though pever'fo 
* Aexh waſbed, rakes pleaſure: to- tumble 
ag.in in the next Mire ic comes'to. 
EXXXY. Thoſe who after their Corr- 
Fenlion to the Chrifian Faith, 'did' again 
retro to the'Sins' of rher former'uncon* 
erred” Life,” they made their: Chriſtian 
'Heatheniſmi'worfe than their bare 'Hea: 
cad theniſm 


, 
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| theniſin- was atfirſt. So that. ic had been 


mote for the advantage of ſuch, never to 


7] have been taught the Doctrine of Chriſt 


and Chriftian Practice, than. when they 
had been caught and undertaken to obey 
it, co fall back again into their beathen 
and vicious Courſes, 2 Pet. 2. 20, 21. 


| And you know - what happened to- the 
{Man ir St. atr. 12.47. who (ater the 
| evil Gueſts were caſt ourof his Soul) kepc 


it empty of choſe that were good: Which 
is eaſily applicable to: all choſe: who: wil- 


{folly and knowingly run again to thoſe 


evil ways which at their coming to'the 
Sacrament'they pretend to repent of and 


| abandon. 


LXXXVI. Secondly, Keep continually 


{in your mind all thoſe Reſo/utions that you- 


now put on, to the end - you 'may. have 
them always ready to oppoſe againſt the 
things that would tempt you to break 
therg, and to relapſe into the Evils you. 
ſhave: taken leave of, And it will be fea- 
[fonable, that you here think with. your 
If, wich what face you. can. commic 
[tat Sin which you but now have 1o- 
{kmnly vowed againſt. Think too, what 
[an affront you offer unto God, in break- 
[mg that League of Friendſhip you encer'd 
fo with him at the Sacrament. "Think 
[lkewife, that if to keep God's: favour 
G 5 be 
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2 be your only happineſs and ſafety, then | 
to loſe it will prove your extreameſt dan- | 
ger and miſery. And then finiſh your. 
other Thoughts herein with this : That 
every Sin you wilfully commit, after your be-- 
ing at the Sacrament, breaks that Covenant 
you there renewed ; and may juſtly make God, ; 


of your beſt Friend, become your ſoreſt Enemy. 
And if God be once againſt you, no matter 
who u on your ſide. 

LXXXVII. Thirdly, Conſider how that | 2 
to fall back willingly into your old Ini- 
quities, as it ſets God againſt you, 1o it 
likewiſe makes your own Conſcience flie | th 
in your face; and to upbraid, arraign, | p! 
accuſe, condemn, and puniſh you for | ke 
breaking Covenant with him. And it| m 
doth nor only fill you with preſent Pain.| be 
and Agony, but alſo with a fearful Ex- | th: 
peRation of Wrath to come. For what | gr 
can you expect but extream miſery, when} Ec, 
you break League with him who is a con; | or 
ſaming Fire, and who will render Indig- | anc 
nation, Wrath, Tribulation, and Anguifh | atri 
to every Soul that thus doth evil ? Row. 
2.9. Theſe are the Confiderations| Giſt 
whereby you may confront all Entice- | 1es 
ments to break the Covenant you have re | ſho! 
mewed, And when you maturely lcok | Goc 
into the nature and defign of Temptati- | aan 


ons, you will find the moſt ;4king wil &.1 
ut 


pay” mans mw v,. © LO " 


| 


&, 
Y 
er 


but as fo many Cheats, which, under the. 


|. Viſor of ſome Delight or Profit, would rob : 


you of your Integrity, and betray yours - 
Enmity. both with God and your ſelf. 
And therefore when you. entertain any. 
Temptation to Sin, you do as wiſely as. 
he who takes thoſe.into his Houſe, whom: 
he knows are come on. purpoſe co ſpoil 
bim of what he eſteems moſt precious... 
LEXXVIIL Some have drunk in ſuch 
a prepoſterons Opinion of God's long: 
ſuffering, that inſtead of being, led there- - 
by unto Repentance, as God would have. 
them, they. are carried on .unto a horrid- 
preſumptuous offending. But no . Wic-- 
kedneſs can be greater, nor. Ingratitude. 
more provoking, than to ſin againſt God, 
becauſe. he is long ſuffering ; And. yer 


{ this is ſuch common Logick, and of ſo. 


great Antiquity, that Soomon obſerved it, 


1 Eccleſiaſticas B. 11., But to fin upon hopes, . 
| or rather preſumption of fiading Mercy, ., 
{and to break your Covenant with God. 


afreſh, becauſe you have done fo, and yet : 
he has ſpared you, is fo abſurd, vile, and. 


| diſingenious a way of arguing, that it car- 


ries with it its own Confutation... Why 
ſhould. you, not. rather conclude , that 


| God will forbear your breach of Cove-- 


nant no longer, becauſe he has.forbora it-- 


&. long already ? - 
| IXXRXIX, 
A 
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 LXXXFXR Plurchly, The laſt pare of 
yur Baprifmal Vow, binds you ro keep | ; 
Gud's holy Will and-Commandments, 
and walk in the fame all the-days of your 
Life. And as to the breach hereof, it - 
matrers.not. whether it be at the Morn- 
ing, Noon, ' or. Evening of your Life; 
fooner or later makes' no difference in 
the.negle of that, whichr you are-bound 
ro do continually. It may'mdeed add ro 
your reproach, to break: that Vow art laſt, | 
which ,you have kepr fo long':: For this | 
fpeaks it your want of Will, and not of 
Power ; and.that it. was not your Weak: 
Refs, but ſomething elſe; that moved you 
to Izave the Road;wherein you had walk: 
ed fo long a time with eaſe-and fafery. | 
XC. Uſe makes hard things eafie : -| 
The chief, if not only difficulty in Hoti- | --: 
neft, is want of practice, and a being ac- 
cuffom'd to the contrary. The ways of - 
God's Commandments neither wafte the 
Spirits, nor gall the Feer af thoſe who - 
uſe conſtantly to walk-in them. Let the | 
Nke ſerious and holy Thonghts poſſeſs 
your Soul for the fucure, that you-havs 
the, day of receiving; and continueto. 
co-operate with that Grace: God' gives 
you at the Sacrament, and F fee not why 
your whole Life may nar be all of the 
fame piece, and your Conrverfatian cons 
tinue -| 
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tinue as vertuous and well-govern'd after, 
- Asje was at the time you came to the ho- 
ly Communion : From which 1 will no 
longer ſtay you, than with this beary 
Wiſh, That when you come thither to 
renew your Covenant in Vows and Pur- 
poſes of better. Obedience , God may 
vouchſafe to affiſt you with his Grace, 
and ro frengthen you with ba Power, that 
you may pay the Vows yeu then make unto 
Him ; and that by wertue of the heavenly 
Neur:ſhment you there receive, you may grow 
up in Grace and Holineſs , till at laſt, you 
come to be @ pirfett Man in Chriſt, Amen, 


fe 


THE 


THE 
| Communicants Aſſiſtant : 
BEING A 


COLLECTION 
O F 


DEVOTIONS 
To that Purpoſe: 


DE —_— 


A Paayer befoze Communicating. 


H Y. ſhould-I, O. God, who 

| \ \/ by innumerable ways have 
offended thee, why ſhould 

 Tdare to eome to thy. Table, which 
none ought to approach but obedient. 
Children, and faithful Servants ! But 

| feing thy fatherly Goodneſs this. 


day 


bleſſed Pledges of my Peace and Re- 


conciliation with thee ; and ſeeing 


thy well-beloved Son, whoſe Death +: 
| 


I now with all Thankfulneſs com- 
memorate, doth call. unto-him thoſe, 
and only thoſe, who travail and are 
heavy laden; to whom the remem- 
brance cf their Sins 1s. grievous, and 
the burrthen of then 1s intolerable. 
Finding my elf in this number, I 
know thou wilt not reje&t me. 
Raiſe , 'O raiſe: up my: Heart and 
Spirit unto thee; ſtrengthen my 
Faith, and 'help my Infirmities. Grant 
me power to perform and toperſevere 
inall thoſe good things thou now re- 
quireſt at my hands ; and grant that 
rhe whole conrſe-of my-Life maybe 
an{werable to the preſent Purpoſes of 
my Heart; and bring'me'at laſt. to the 
enjoyment ofthoſe Bleſttngswhich ar 
thisthy holy Table rhou art pleaſed 
topropound. unto me. Are. 
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day does envite me to receive the 
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y My.God, raiſe up my Thoughts 
unta thee;;; increaſe. my.Fauh, 


1" Hope, and, Charity ; warm my 
| Heart wh of Sage Diuine Fire. of thy, 


Love ,:Ruimifie My Conſcience. with 


| ohe Snot catificacion Grant 
{ this Day I may with, full Afﬀ- 


ance in thee receive the Pledggsof 
thy Goodneſs, and the Seals of 
that Covenant , which thou haſt 
oracioully contralted. with. me by 
the Mediation of thy Son my Sa- 
vigun 


'þ $4 God; ſave and deliver: me 


from 'albmy Offences, andiat the 
end of | my Life' receive me into 


| ehy' Reavenly Kingdom,, to the: ac- 
| compliſhment of all thoſe rhings 
which 'are repreſented: at:tby: holy 


Table :' Eco mp future Converſas 
tion "be! as one of thy! Sheep, It> 
ving in thy Church an Ex 


of: Peaceableneſs;, Charity,. Humi- 


licy', Patience), and: Juftice: | Give 


S mea | fiwm: Reliance upon' thy Ptos 


miles, 


miſes, a holy Zeal for thy Wor- 
ſhip, and a (ſincere Obedience to all 
thy Commands. Fill my Heart with 


ſpiritual Joy, keep me 'from the - 


immoderate Cares. of the World, 
and among all Diſquiets here, give 


me that Peace which the World 


can -neither give nor take away 
from me. 


For Forgiveneſs of Stns. 


| Bras me my Sins, O Lord, Fl 


forgive me the Sins of - my 


Youth, and the Sins of mine Age, . 
the Sins of my Soul, and the Sins |} 
of my Body, my ſecret and my. -/ 


whiſpering Sins, my preſamptuous 


and my crying Sins, the Sins that | 
I have done to.pleaſe my ſelf, and 
the Sins that:I have-done to pleaſe 


others. Forgive me my wanton and 
idle Sins, forgive me my ſerious and 
deliberate Sins ;: forgive me thoſe 
Sins' I know, and thoſe Sins which 


L know not ;. the-Sins which. I have | 
ſtriven -! 


152 TheCommunicant's Aſſiſtant, 


-| The Communicant's Aſſiſtant, 153 


ftriven ſo long to hide from others, 
that- at laſt they are even hid from 


| mine own Memory : Forgive them, 
| O Lord, forgive them all, and of 


thy great Goodneſs let me be ab- 


| ſolved from all mine Offences. A- 


MEN» 


GE w 


PRAYERS: 


15:44 


PRAYERS 
FOR TIHE 


Several Things required of thoſg 
who come to the Lod's Supper. 


— 


- 
oo 


1. To repent them truly of their for- 


mer Sins. 


A P2ayer fo2 true Repentance. 


O thee, O God, all Hearts are 
open, all Deſires known, and 

from thee no Secrets are hid; ſo 
that if I would, I cannot conceal my 


Sins from thee. And now that I | 


confeſs my Sins unto thee, it 15 not 
to inform thy infinite Knowledge, 
but to obey thy gracious Pleaſure; 
and to make me capable of that 


K 
CO 


unto 


_ promiſed” to all who - 
nfeſs their Sins. With a ſorrow-, 
ful Heart therefore I confeſs my Sins 
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uoto thee; 1 accnſe my 'felf Here 
| before thee of innumerable wicked 
Thoughts and Deſmes, which Thave 
| conceived, formed, and ſoltered in 
my Heart ; of infinite, corrupt, and 
evil Words that I have utter'd with 
my Tongue, of many naughty and 
ungodly Deeds, which T1 have 
wrought with my Hands, 'by all 
which I have provoked moſt juſtly 
thy. Wrath and Indignation againtt 
me ; but it 1s thy Nati ad Pro- 
Perty always to have Mercy, 'and 
to forgive the Sms, of chem 'that 
are penitent. Grant me therefore, 
holy 'Father, rhe Grace 'of true Re- 
pentarice ; create in me a clean 
Heart, O' God, and Tenew 'a Tipht 
Spirit within me : Grant I may 
truly lament my Sins, whofe burden 
is intolerable,, ;and whoſe 'Temem- 
brance is ſo grievous unto'me. And 
for the future enable me *ro 'ceafe 
from evil, and learn to do well; ww 
caſt away the Works of Darkneſs, 
and to put on'the Armonr of Light: 
And to bring forth 'fruits of Repen- 
tance 
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tance in amendment of Life, to the | 
Praiſe.and Glory of thy Grace in Jeſas 


Chriſt my blefled Redeemer. 


2. Stedfaſtly purpoſing to lead a new 
Life, 


A Paper fo2 Perſeverance in Good 
JPurpole 


Ly 


(es O God, that I may bring 
J 


the good Purpoſes with which | 
this day I come to thy holy Table, 


ant I may bring them to good ef- 
P 3 I know Iam light and uncon- 


ſtant, turn'd with every blaſt, diver- | 


red by every allurement, and ready 
to yield to every Temptation : But 
do thou, O God, who art the ſame 
yeſterday,to day,andfor ever,do thou 
graciouſly impart ſome of thy Un- 
changeableneſs to eſtabliſh my Un. 
derſtanding in Truth, and to keep 
it from the Snares of all ſeducing 


Spirits, that I may not be led away . 
with the Errours of thoſe who are 


cunning to deceive. Fix my irreſo- 
Jute 


2 
a—_ am ua #a Xx a oc _— &@ om _ XA <4 XV Aa LE TETTT " Y _—y a aa i. ca wk a Yes. fan 


as s Þ get " FF, ; _ RE. 
by , D . v! 
HS - / | n Ig67 
e > x * 4 i 
oo 


> | lute and wavering Will, and cauſe it 


faithfully to adhere unto that which 
| is good ; letneither the Flatteries of 
the World, nor of my own Hearr, 
ſo far work upon my AﬀeCQtions, as to 
draw me from that entire Obedience 
which I reſolve from this day for- 
ward to yield unto thy Word. But 
orant that I may continue ſtedfaft, 
immovable, always abounding in the 
Work of .the Lord, and by patient 
continning in well-doing, ſeek for, 
and in the end obtain eternal Life. 
Suffer not my own Weakneſs, nor 
the number. or ſtrength of Tempta- 
' tions, to turn me from that holy 
courſe upon which I have now re- 
ſolved to enter. But prant that I 
may ever hereafter. ſerve and pleaſe 
thee in newneſs of Life, to the Ho- 
nour and Glory of thy Name,through 
Teſus Chriſt. Amer. 


3: 'T; ; Wet 4 Pg" Fat Fo jy i; 
mY through Chrife. 


A Puyer* v2. the tame. 


\Ecing, O Gbd, that it is $mpofr 

 fible without 'Faith ito ' pleaſe 
vlice. and that whateyer 1 —_— 
out Faith, is Sin; "Pour mom 
this mi ' excellent Grace of / myth 
for it is ngphl and' SES ths ro 
ment. : 
Heart wy gy: as may je 26 | 
ceptable.in thy /Aight, xn which at 
t ns tirie may 'be ns. a'Hahrd ro re: 
ceive,. a Much 't) eat "and a Btg- 
mach'to digeſt and 'tath the Ele. 


ments, of this 'bleffed 'Szerament mi - | 1 


co Food and Notrifhmen of my . | 
Sou | 1 

O let me not'reft-in a tead inef- |; 
feQual Fairh, bur grant it may be 
ſuch as may ſhew it ſelt in good 
Works, enabling me to overcome 
the World, and to conform to the 


Image on that Chriſt on whom [ 
be- 


1 may 
. receive Fea end of. my. Faich , even 
the Salvation of, my Soul, by the 
fame-Jeſus Chriſt. ; "<5 


3 


4. With j thankful j FS axce-of 
Als. Neath. OOO 606 hg; 


x60 The Communicant's Alliſfant. | 
fore thy Divine Majeſty, I, and all 
thy whole Church, may obtain re- 
miſſion of our Sins, and be made 
Partakers of all other Benefits of his 
moſt precious Death and Paſſion, 
Grant that as, often as thou vouch- {| 
fafeſt me this Blefſing, fo often -] 
I may thankfully receive it , and 
with an affeCtionate ' and devout Þ ;; 
Heart, offer up Thanks to thee: for | | 
the ſame. And grant thar I may. | 1 
not only with my. Lips, but with | , 
my Life ſhew forth thy Praiſe, by | ; 
_conſecrating my ſelf to thy. Ser- | 
vice, and walking in Righteouſhne(s | þ 
and Holineſs before thee allthe days | . 
#7 
a 
n 


DOSE TA>Snrvp . 7 


__ of my Life, Amen. | 
+ Andiobein Charitywith all Men. -| 
ET” 2 - Fe - ES: NY | s | ” i 
PC) Merciful Lord, who haſt made 
==  —* of one Blood, and redeem'd by F. 
= one Ranſome all Nations of Men, let | 
* me never harden my Bowels againſt 
any that partake of the ſame Nature } 
= and. 
Ll 
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+ TheCommunicant's Affſfant, 1x 
 andRedermption with mg, but grant 
_. | me an un verſal Chayity toward all 
| Men. Give me, O thou Farther of 
| Compaſſions, ſuch a Tenderneſs of 
7 Heart, that I may be deeply affeted 
+ with all che: Miferies and Calamities, 
'F outward or inward of my Brethren, 
| and diligently employ all my Abtili- 
| ties for their Succour and Relief. 
4 Let thy Spirit of Love enter and 
4 dwell in my- Heart, and caft out 
. | thence Malice, Envy, Hatred, and 
+ | all Uncharitableneſs; make me ſeek 
* Þ not to pleaſe my ſelf, bur my Neigh- 
] bour, for his good to Edification, 
| even'as Chriſt pleaſed not himſelf. 
| Thou haſt taught me, O Lord, that 
#| all my Doings without Charity are 
'4 nothing worth, pour into my Heart 
| that moſt excellent Gift of Chari- 
1 ty; without which, whoſoever 1i- 
4 veth-is counted dead before thee. 
'F Grant this for thine- only Son Jeſus 
'F Chriſt's ſake. Amer. 
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A SHORT 


TEFICE 


OF 


To be uſed, 


the Receiving of the Bleſſed .- 
Sacrament. 


I, "Zefv2e Receiving. 
When you enter into the Charch. 
| 


& ; Fi thine Honour dwelleth. 
H. 


cency, O Lord, and ſo will I go to 
thine Altar. 
When 


Private Devotions, + 


T. Before. 2, Atz and, 3. After - 


Ord, I have loved the Habitation- | ! 


a. —{ﬀc mM 


/ ofchine Houſe, and the place 4 


I will waſh -mine Hands in Inno- 


* 
a 
" -, 


|| 
c 

l 
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The Communtcant's Aſſiſtant, 63 


 Whenyou are kneeling before the Com- 
munion- Table. 
L 
Hon art worthy, O Lord, to 
1 receive Glory , and Honour, 
4 and Power, for thou haſt created all 
things, and for thy Will's ſake they. 
| are and were created. | | 
£4 | | | IL ; | 
, | Bleſſing, and Glory; and Wiſdom, 
"and Thanks, and Honour, and Power, 
| and Might, be unto our God for ever- 
more. Amen. 
by ON 
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Al- 
| mighty, which was, and is, and is 
to come, receive my Prayer. 


| I, | 

3 Lmighty Lord,who haſt of thine 
\& infinite Mercy vouchſafed to 
\ F ordaio this dreadful Sacrament for a 
| perpetual memory of that bleſſed Sa- 

'.crifice, which once thou madeſt for 
t us upon the Croſs ; grant me with 
| ſuch diligent remembrance, and ſuch 
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BS == The Cimmunicont's afliſtant. | 
: due reverence, to aſſiſt at the holy . 236 5 
Celebration of ſo heavenly and-won- _ 
derful a Myſtery, that I may be made. 
worthy of thy Grace to obtam the 
Virtue and Fruits-of the lame, with © 
all the Benefits of thy precious 
Death and Paſſion, even the remiſ- 
fion of all my Sins, and the fulneſs of 
all thy Graces ; which I beg for thy. 
only Merits, who art my only Savi- 
our, God from everlaſting, World” 
png end. Amen. 


JL 
Lord, our heavenly Father, Al- 
mighty and everlaſting God, 
ard, I ch thee, the Devotion 
of thy bumble Servant , who does - 
now celebrate the memorial which 
thy Son our Saviour hath command-. 
edto be made in remembrance of his 
molſt-'bleſſed. Paſſhon and Sacrifice ; þ- 
that bythe Merits: and Power there. 4 4 
of, I, and all thy whole Church, may - f 
 obrain remiſſion of our Sins, and be 
made Partakers of all other the Bene- 
fits of his moſt. precious Death and | 
Fae 


-_- 


' Paſſion, together with his might 
ReſurreCtion from the Earth, and his 
glorious Aſcenſion 1ato Heaven,who 
lIiveth and reigneth with thee and 
the Holy Ghoft, ever one God, World 
' without end. Amex. 


ITE. 
YE pleaſed, O God, to accepe.this 
our bounden Dury and Service, 
and vouchſafe that the Prayers'and 
Supplications, together with the re- 
membrance of Chriſt's Patron which 


we now offer up unto thee,mnmay be re- 


ceived 10to thy heavenly. Tabernacle, 
and that thou not weighing our'own 
Merits, but looking upon the 'blefſed 
Sacrifice of our Saviour, which was 
once fully.and perfe&ly made for us 


all, may*ſt pardonour Offences, 'and 


tepleni{h us: with-thy Grace and hea- 


; E *venly BenediQtion, through the ſame 
F” Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. ' 
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Devout Thoug bes i before the | 
receiving of the bleſſed Sacrament. | 


I. Jv goto the Alcarof God,even 

to the God of my Joy and Glad- | 

nels. 

1. 1 will offer Thankſgiving un- . | ' 

to my God, and pay my Vows unto 

_the moſt Higheſt. 3 1 

- HE O-Lamb of God that takeſt a- | 

way the Sins of the World, have ' | « 
mercy upon me. NF 2 

IV. © Lamb of God that takeſt 
away the Sins of the World, grant 
me thy:Peace. - 

/V. Grant me, gracious Lord, fo to: - | | 
eat the Fleſh of chy dear Son, and to -| 
drink his Blood, that my finful Body. 
may be made clean by this Body, and -| - 
Þ Soul —_ through his moſt, | IM 


At the Receiving of the Bread. 4. 

- Ord, Iam not worthy that tho 
| ſhouldſt come undep'my Roof, 

hub ſpeak the Word,” and my Sat: 
ſhall be healed. - Abs <* 


Fs 


The Communicant's Aſſiſtant, 167 
Alding with the Priefk, © 
HE Body. of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, which was given for 
me, preſerve my Body and Soul unto 
everlaſting Life. Amen. 


At the Receiving of the Cup. 
\A/ 7 Hat Reward ſhall I give un- 
to the Lord,for all the Bene- 
Grs that he hath dove unto me? 1 
will take the Cup of Salvation, and 
call upon the Name of che Lord. 


| Adding with the Prieſt. © 
\H E Blood of our Lord: Jeſus 
Chriſt which was ſhed. for me; 
preſerve my Body and Soul unto 
everlaſting Life. Amer. 


Immediately after Jour Receiving of the 
'Þ - Sacrament, ſay, ' 

= ® O*q my God, thou art true and ho-+ 
. ly: Oh my Soul, thou art bleſ- 
-F ſedLand happy. 

Oh thedepthof the wiſdom and 
 Knowledg&of God ! how incompre- 
henſible Ah his Judgments, and his 
Ways paſt hnding out ! Praiſe 


168 The Communicant's Aſſiſfant. ,-|_ 
- Praiſe the Lord, .O my Soul, and | | 
all that is within me praiſe his holy | 
Name;: which faveth thy Life from 
Deſtruction, and feedeth thee wich 
the Bread of Heaven. 

Glory be to God on high, and in 
Earth Peace, Good-will towards 
Men. TI praiſe thee, I worſhip thee, . 
O Lord, and I magaiftie thy Name- 
for ever ;- who haſt vouchlafed ro fill 
my Soul with Gladnefs, and'to feed 
me with the heavenly Myiteries of 
Chriſt's ſacred Body and Blood. I 
humbly beſeech thee ,. that from 
henceforth I may walk in-all good 
Works, and ſerve thee in holineſs 
and pureneſs of Living, to the Ho- 
nour of t thy Name, Amer. 


Meditations whilſt others are Commu- 
nicating. 

4p Ppy are thoſe Servants, who... 

4 ha their Lord cometh, he *g 3 

ſhall find thus doing. "OM. 2 

Know ye not that ye are the 

Ple of God, and ew 7 the Spiri 


" TheC Contmunicant g ; Aifant. 1 SR 
| | file the Temple of God, him will God 
} deſtroy. 

' * Behold thou art made whole, fin 
no more, leſt a worſe thing happen 
unto thee. 

Be ye Followers of God, as dear 
Children, and walk in love, even as. 
Chriſt loved us, and gave himſelf an 
Offering and a Sacrifice of a ſweet i 
]- vour unto God for us. 


As 00 o from b:fore the Communion- 
e, this Doxology. - 
To thee: O King eternal, thei im- 
movtal, inviſible, and only wiſe 
God, be all Honour: and Glory now 
and for evermore. Amen... 


A Thanghſeiving after Reteiving vY 


the Communion, tobe ſaid at home.” 


 1:F Hou, O my God, haft comforted 
oy P- -- My Soul, thou haſt ſtrength- 

F neg.ane refreſhed me with'thy Blef- 
| an 4 Rh ag my Heart with 
5-Eamforts, how raviſh- 


l ky” p.- 


it 


ing.are the Effefs of thy Goodnefs Þ 
E toward them that fear thee! Won. | 
© gerful. vouchlatement!  Thoy hat | 
| freated awvile wretched Sinner at thy - | 
own Table, and fed me with the Þ 
+ Bread that came down-from Heaven. | 
- Wherein am I better;than. thoſe to Þ| 
: whom thou doſt not grant this Fa- | 


e 


- 2 O46, 


Tits, but becauſe thou wilt be glori- - 
- fied indoing good tothe moſt unwor- .| 
-. I8f; thou haſt this day made me a 
= happy Example .of this .thy free | 
= Grace and. Bounty. Vouchſafe me } 
” this Favourallo, O my God, that | 
| Cthroughthe whole courſe of my Life + 
- 1 may; ve thee Praiſe and Glory; þ. 
- \. andthat the due-ſenſe of thy Mer- F- 
4 . may -\ make me unfejgoedly 


thankfulz and chat my chankjulneſs Þ 


fore thee in Holineſs, Sobriety, al 
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. vour? It is not, itis not for my \e- | 


, may appear in my care to: walk be-' |; 
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